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Smoking ban
st for public,

workers' health
Finally, state lawmakers are starting to see the light when it

a unos lo the dangers of second-hand smoke. Or maybe they're
just reeling the pressure of a majority of angry citizens who want
smoking banned in bars and restaurants.

Sillier way, a smoking ban in all public workplaces has been
long overdue. Better lute than never!

Fifteen stales already ban smoking in the workplace and the
list appears to be growing. Smoking bans already exist in parts
ot Minnesota and last Thursday lawmakers there introduced a
proposal for a total smoking ban in the state's bars, restaurants,
urns and limousines. The ban would go into effect Aug. 1, 2007.

I lore in Wisconsin, Gov. Jim Doyle is the latest to join in the
unit-smoking crusade. What took so long?

Doyle favors a smoking ban in all public places, including res-
taurants, bars and workplaces. The governor also proposed an
inerea.se in the cigarette tax and plans to continue youth anti-smok-
ing programs — yet isn't that just putting a band-aid on a much
biggLT problem?

A smoking ban in bars and restaurants would be a significant
slop in ihe right direction.

While Doyle's plan is sure to be met with resistance, it will be
applauded by those who believe a smoking ban is long overdue.

This is not an issue about taking away someone's freedom to
smoke. And it's not an issue of government interference.

This is a public health issue — plain and simple.
It is widely known that second-hand smoke is a bad for people's

health. The U.S. Surgeon General, the American Cancer Society,
the American Lung Association and the American Heart Associa-
tion report that exposure to second-hand smoke increases the risk
of heart disease, lung cancer and respiratory disease — even in
non-smokers.

The Clean Air Act should apply to all businesses — not just
.some. Bar and restaurant employees should not have to be sub-
jected to an unhealthy environment.

Neither should anyone else for that matter. Beside the much-
publicized dangers of second-hand smoke, there are other factors
lo consider such as the foul stench that contaminates clothing and
hair. Other side effects can include headaches and a burning feel-
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When you think about it, it's really non-sm'oReys whoTjaVe, been

pen^l ized over the years. They've h&d.toput uj£wjthjsecond-hand
smoke in bars and restaurants for far too long.

An estimated 75-80 percent of Americans don't smoke and pre-
fer non-smoking settings. Why give into the small minority of
^iriukers who desperately cling to their so-called rights?

Wh.it about the rights of non-smokers?
Bar owners might be worried that a smoking ban could nega-

ii\el\ affect their business. While there may be a dip at first, re-
ccni reports have indicated that many bar and restaurant owners
haw seen business rebound — and in some cases increase —
.iMer laws banning smoking were initiated. Customers were at-
iraeied to the healthier environments.

Hopefully, more smoking bans will pass so all patrons can en-
jo\ a cleaner, healthier atmosphere. In the long run, it's best for

even one.

IWBWD CAR THAT ,
ROMS O M O ^ G E JUICE?

GAS FALLS
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Human rights, justice are for humans, not pets
by Doug Patton

It seems that judges are now in
the business of attributing rights to
animals of the two-legged and the
four-legged varieties.

They release
child rapists on
probation and give
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
rights to terrorists,
while meting out
prison sentences
fqr animattwfuer^
and parents'.who
discipline-their '
children.

The San Francisco based Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals just over-
turned the 22-year sentence of
Ahmed Ressam, the so-called
"Millennium Bomber." Ressam,
you will recall, was convicted of
trying to cross into the United
States from Canada with 125
pounds of explosives in the trunk
of his car. Seems he wanted to give
us a little Y2K surprise on New
Years Eve 1999 until an alert cus-
toms agent stopped him.
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Last year, Nebraska District
Court Judge Kristine Ceceva told
convicted child molester Richard
Thomspon that his crimes "de-
served a long sentence," She then
sentenced him to probation be-
cause he was "too short to survive
in prison." Last week, another
Nebraska man died in prison
while serving a two-year sentence
for beating his dog to death.

crariri'the California-Legislature
wants to ban all spanking of chil-
dren under the age of four. What
is going on here?

A disturbing trend has crept into
our societal consciousness in re-
cent years. It is the tendency to
bestow human rights on animals,
while placing layers of new re-
strictions on the rights of human
beings. A pair of recent headlines
illustrates the point.

The first headline, "Man Who
Beat Dog Dies in Prison," from
the Omaha World-Herald, tells the

story of the Nebraska man who
died in prison while serving time
for beating his dog to death. Now
before I get myself too deeply in
trouble here, let me state that I
think people who mistreat animals
are cruel cowards.

That said, I do not believe that
any human being should be incar-
cerated for killing an animal. Se-
vere civil penalties, such as stiff
monetary fines, yes, but prison? I
don't think so. The only excep-
tion, in my opinion,
the^aijimal is the property of
sorffcotitf efse and the value of the
loss is such that the crime rises to
the level of a felony.

It is important to remember that
animals are property; they are not
people. Animals, unless they live
in the wilderness belong to human
beings and therefore should not be
endowed with human civil rights.
Otherwise, what are the limits to
which our courts should be al-
lowed to incarcerate human be-
ings for destroying them?

If beating one dog to death is
worthy of a two-year prison sen-

mericans need awakening to true nature of Islamic jihads

Van Til

b\ Dr. L.John Van Til

Last iall I attended a high
school class reunion in Dearborn,
MiJv.

I arrived early enough to drive
aroumi my old
neighborhood. To
tin •• n rp r i sc , it
\md become al-
most totally an
\nib population.

r.\er> business
I passed dis-
p].r\i >l \rab-En-
••!ish viuns. and
.HI Mi- tront lawn of one of
i >i.\ir Kirn's public schools was a
•'• b\ -" I*.mi 'Peaceful Ramadan"
,i\'i: Apparently the Supreme
{'ourt's mles about religious sym-
K'K on public school property are
iit-t honored in Dearborn. It would
iv interesting to know why.

•\tler settling in to visit with
nil] Ja-smaies, the conversation
L-\ LT.UMHV turned to the size and
lutuie ol Dearborn's Arab com-
miniUN. I told them about my pro-
llleol Osama bin Ladin and about
hi •! Kclaration of War against the
\\t-,i in particular, against the
i i,[led Slates and Israel.

\\ hen I noted that the bin Ladin
tamiK was Yemeni-born, some of
iluiii expressed fear that there
miehi be jihad cells among the
thousands of Yemeni in their
town.

We also discussed the Danish
cartoon issue and how, in my
\iev-. thai issue had laid bare the
underlying strategy of the huge,
ttnrldwide jihad movement —
i.e.. war against Jews and Chris-
tians. Indeed, reaction to the car-
toons demonstrated how exten-
-i\e jihad influence had become
in the West, especially in Europe.

A her a few days hesitation,
ilunmi which millions of Muslims
around the world proclaimed their
indignation, most European edi-
inrs pronounced the cartoons dis-
i.isteful and refused to publish
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them. And what was the jihad
strategy in this situation? Its lead-
ers wished to suppress free speech
around the world in the name of
Islam.

I also told my friends that there
were three or four basic facets of
Islam that ought to concern all
Americans.

The most important of these is
its transnational nature — a little
known characteristic of Islam. It
refers to Islam's claim that it al-
ways stands above the laws of
every nation because it is ulti-
mately a religious rather than po-
litical movement.

Westerners need to understand
that there is no distinction in Is-
lam between religion and politics;
no separation of church and state.
Thus, in the case of the recent
American-supported constitu-
tions of Afghanistan and Iraq —
constitutions loudly proclaimed
to be democratic — each has a
clause stating that Islamic law
transcends all other laws.

This means for them and all
Muslims with few exceptions,
that they have a greater loyalty to
Islam and its worldwide goals
than they do to the nation in
which they happen to live. My
friends obviously wondered
where ultimate loyalty lay among
Muslims in America.

Second, Muslim countries have
produced millions of young men
who are trained in the "virtues"
of jihad. They are happy — no,
overjoyed — to support jihad as
they ponder eternity with scores
of young virgins for their personal
entertainment. Parenthetically, it
is striking to note that in Islamic
countries, birthrates are two to
three times greater than among
European natives.

Surely this spells doom for Eu-
rope in the next decade or two.
This is another example of the old

axiom: Demographics are decisive
in defining the future.

Americans also ought to take no-
tice of the fact that no Islamic lead-
ers, anywhere in the world, have
clearly condemned jihadists. Time
and again when asked directly
whether they condemn the practice
of jihad, Islamic leaders every-
where fail to clearly state their op-
position to it. Indeed, there is
plenty of evidence that many
mosque leaders in the West ac-
tively support jihad efforts since
Osama bin Ladin and his kin went
on the war path in the late 1980s.

I discussed one more facet of Is-
lam: Jihadists and their supporters
are engaged in a religious war
against the West, something Wash-
ington leaders avoid stating. This
war is but the latest chapter in the
1,300-year fight Islam has waged
against all non-Muslims, the me-
dieval crusades being the most
notorious example.

Driving home from the class re-

union, I wondered how our
elected leaders in Washington
could be so slow to understand the
meaning of the bombing of the
USS Cole and embassies in Af-
rica, not to mention the first at-
tempt to destroy the World Trade
Center in 1993.

And then 9-11 happened. Why
is that disaster not called what it
was? Like the embassies and the
USS Cole it was a jihadist act in a
religious war against us.

It certainly is accurate to call the
jihadists terrorists as the president
does. But that is not enough! It
would convey more of a sense of
urgency for the president to call
these radical Islamic acts "jihads"
because they are another chapter
in the on-going religious war
against the West by radical Mus-
lims.

Likely that designation would
not be politically correct, or even
multi-cultural!y correct. It is time,
however, to move beyond those

social fads and do some plain talk-
ing about what we face.

Will it take another 9-11 or
worse to wake up the American
people to the fact that we are in a
serious struggle for the survival of
our civilization? Hopefully the
alarm will go off and shatter our
drowsy apathy toward the jihad
movement's threat.

Van Til is a Fellow for Law &
Humanities with the Center for
Vision & Values at Grove City
College.

tence, what should be the sentence
for killing five dogs? Ten years?
And are all animals created equal?
What about 15 cats? Fifty-three
parakeets?

Would the destruction of 200
gerbils justify a life sentence? If
we continue down this ridiculous
path, is there a point at which we
should execute a human being for
killing animals?

The second headline to catch
my attention read, "California

Seeks Ban in Spank}
'; ing," It seems that Democrat Sally**
trcbefrd^Carrfornia Assembly-
woman, plans to introduce a bill:

that would ban parents from
spanking their children. The pro-
posed measure would make it a
crime in California to spank a
child under the age of four and the
law would carry a punishment of
up to a year in prison and a $ 1,000
fine.

Parental rights and property
rights used to be sacrosanct in this
country. Today, our legislators and
especially our courts seem bent on
turning the U.S. Constitution on
its head in this area.

Can you imagine a scenario
whereby a terrorist and a child
molester are on their way out of
prison as a dog owner and a fa-,
ther who dared to spank his three-
year-old child are on their way in?

That is where we are headed.
That is the future we are handing
down to our children and grand-
children. Unless we stop this non-
sense, they will grow up not
knowing that human rights are for
human beings.

Patton is a freelance columnist
who has served as a political
speechwriter and a public policy
adviser. Readers may e-mail him
at doueryatton@cox.net.

Kind was right voting for
Medicaid drug negotiations

Dear Editor:
Recently 255 members of the

U.S. House of Representatives
voted for passage of H.R.4, The
Medicare Prescription Drug Price
Negotiating Act.

Ron Kind was among this group
that is deeply concerned about
health-care costs and the rising cost
of prescription drugs.

Medicare currently is prohibited
by law from bargaining directly
with pharmaceutical companies to
bring drug costs under control and
reduce the financial strain that
these costs place on millions of
older Americans.

The passage of H.R.4 is an im-
portant step toward removing this
prohibition.

I thank Kind and all those who
voted for passage of H.R.4 and

Letters to the Editor

wonder why representatives Paul
Ryan and Jim Sensenbrenner
voted against senior citizens.

Gene Meier
Prescott

Bush expanding
mistakes litany
Dear Editor:

President Bush, who rarely ad-
mits mistakes, conceded in a
speech on a new strategy for the
war in Iraq that errors and mis-

See LETTERS, page 12
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