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Mission Statement:
The New Richmond News is a unique blend of private
business and community institution. We strive to
produce a product that informs and entertains our
readers, provides a forum for public discussion, benefits 
our advertisers and enables us to prosper as a private enterprise.

How to reach us:
Letters to the editor can be:
■ dropped off at the New Richmond News office;
■ mailed to P.O. Box 338, New Richmond, 54017;
■ e-mailed to nrn@rivertowns.net
■ Check our Website: www.rivertowns.net

Our View
Snuffing out smoking?

WWrriittee  aa  lleetttteerr  ttoo  tthhee  eeddiittoorr
The New Richmond News wishes to serve as a forum for the exchange of opinion. We encourage

readers to write letters. Letters must be signed and include a phone number and home address for ver-
ification. Letters should be as brief as possible, preferably less than 300 words.

Anonymous letters will not be printed. A letter from a group must be signed first by the person who
actually wrote it.

Letters should be typed or handwritten legibly or may be e-mailed to nrn@rivertowns.net. Letters
will be edited for style, length and libel requirements. For their protection, letter writers will be con-
tacted to confirm the authenticity of their letters.

Official deadline is 5 p.m. Monday for publication, but writers are encouraged to get letters to us
as soon as possible. For your convenience, the New Richmond News office has a 24-hour mail slot
next to the front door. For information, call 246-6881.

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
With the City Council’s sudden

potential shift in granting Class A
licenses, there are some things to con-
sider: Currently we have the Agate Inn,
Huey’s Bar; Gibby’s Lanes, The Old
Saloon, Suzanna’s, Kellaher’s,
McCabe’s Shamrock, New Richmond
Bowling Center, Champs, Locker
Room and Lumberjack Liquor all with
a license to serve on and off-sale bev-
erages. To grant licenses for Class A
liquor permitting more off-sale in this
city seems to be overkill.

The Council often asks if we are
afraid of competition. We aren’t afraid
of it; we already have plenty. We are
handling one product–alcohol; we
aren’t trying to compete with groceries,
gas stations, hardware stores or other
retail.

The city has never come to the aid of
another retailer who is going under
because he can’t sell the commodities
he stocks. For 30 years this town has
been losing small businesses and the
city didn’t step in to offer a liquor

license. Why would a city support fran-
chise or big box businesses and let the
mom-and-pop businesses, which
embody the fabric of the town, hang in
the balance? They certainly shouldn’t
do it on speculation of potential
builders who promise things they may
never be able to deliver. Why don’t we
wait to see the direction of an increase
in population before handing out new
licenses. It seems the existing eleven
licenses for 7,000 people is a good
amount.

Beer distributors give us some facts
warning us not to open a can of worms
with liquor on every corner; Eau Claire
did it and only two of their nine stores
survived. River Falls and Menomonie
did it and diluted the licenses and put
three bars out of business and two
liquor stores out of business. Hudson
has not done it and the city seems to
survive just fine without expanded
licenses. There is also a question of
control, regulation of servers, potential
access to minors and the fact that if you
sell products besides alcohol, you can

sell the alcohol at only the six percent
tax mandated by the state, and thereby
undercut those holding a Class B
license to sell on and off-sale.

The bars and liquor stores in this
town (and I include Libby Dalton just
south of town) have had upstanding
businesses, many for generations. For
the most part, we have abided by the
rules set for us by state and local
authorities and have tried hard to oper-
ate places that work hard to please the
consumer. We have supported the city
in many ways through our tax dollars,
sponsorships of local events, and being
part of committees that sponsor our
city's well being. We are in the business
of selling one thing; a regulated com-
modity. It seems the axiom “if it isn’t
broken, tinker with it anyway” would
be a poor way to assure some business-
es that liquor will save them.

Maribeth Driscoll
New Richmond

To the Editor:
New Richmond Schools

Superintendent Morrie Veilleux should
be commended for bringing before the
School Board a request for a minor
change to the open forum policy.

The change stipulates that only
school district taxpayers and residents
can address the board during the open
session. This is usually scheduled dur-
ing the first 30 minutes of the monthly
school board meeting.

One concern was a employee living
outside the district. As was pointed out,
an employee has the usual administra-

tive channels of addressing problems
or concerns.

What I like about this is that it keeps
outside agitators and those who think
they know how to better run a school
district. I am thinking of the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) who
will no-doubt file a lawsuit objecting to
the limitation of free speech. Let them
come in and help pay for the schools
for the right to the open forum.

One objection might come from a
Wisconsin resident who feels that his
property taxes via the state help pay for
New Richmond’s schools. I can see

this argument coming up during the
April bond referendum. So be it.

One suggestion I would make is to
broaden the policy to prevent politi-
cians from coming into the school sys-
tem and using the time for lecturing
students in the guise of campaigning.
It’s the parents who pay for the schools
and if it’s important enough to come in
for a speech it’s important enough to
talk to parents.

Bob Ziller
New Richmond

To the Editor:
There ought to be a law!
Muslim taxi drivers at the

Minneapolis-St Paul International
Airport have been refusing to transport
passengers with alcohol in their lug-
gage because that is against their reli-
gion. They have also refused to trans-
port passengers with dogs, even seeing-
eye dogs/because Islam considers dogs
unclean. They have been supported in
this by a fatwa, a religious edict, issued
last year by the Minnesota chapter of
the Muslim American Society which
said that “Islamic Jurisprudence” for-
bids transporting passengers with alco-
hol “because it involves cooperating in
sin according to Islam”.

In Minnesota and Wisconsin some

pharmacists have refused to fill pre-
scriptions for birth control pills and
other contraceptive medication because
preventing pregnancy violates their
religious or moral beliefs. And the
Wisconsin Assembly, which is heavily
influenced by the Christian Right to
Life movement, tried to pass legislation
that would have allowed a doctor not
only to refuse to honor a patient’s
Living Will, but also to refuse to trans-
fer the patient to another doctor who
would have honored the patient’s
health care decisions!

This excessive emphasis on the
rights of individuals and religious or
cultural minorities to impose their
beliefs and practices on the rest of soci-
ety must be stopped. We need legisla-

tion that states that any individual, or
business, or organization, that is
licensed to provide services to the pub-
lic can not refuse services to anyone
because of religious or moral beliefs, as
long as the requested service is legal
according to the laws of the United
States.

We should also require that any
immigrant or asylum seeker will sign a
sworn statement that the person will
abide by the laws of the United States,
even if these laws are contrary to the
person’s religious or cultural laws or
practices.

Ingrid Kizen
New Richmond

Gov. Jim Doyle and a pack of anti-smoking groups are lining up
to snuff out a nasty habit.

Recently, Doyle unveiled a proposal to ban smoking in all public
places, including bars, restaurants and workplaces.

Some 19 states nationwide have smoking bans for restaurants.
About 13 have bans on smoking for bars. The idea is being dis-
cussed in numerous other states today.

With the strength of the Tavern League in Wisconsin, Doyle’s
proposal is in for a big fight in Madison.

Bars and restaurants in these parts have a leg up in the competi-
tion for patrons when com-
pared to the Twin Cities. Quite
a number of establishments
across the river say they’ve
struggled financially as smok-
ing bans have been instituted.
Some of those clients have
crossed the river to seek out
Wisconsin businesses that

allow smokers to light up. That advantage would disappear under
the plan.

The smoking ban isn’t the only controversial language in the
proposal.

Doyle also wants the State Legislature to increase the tax on cig-
arettes by $1.25. Taxes on a pack of smokes is now 77 cents.

Area convenience stores and other tobacco sellers have also
enjoyed a competitive advantage over Minnesota retailers when it
comes to the price of cigarettes. Due to higher taxes in Minnesota,
many smokers have crossed the river to buy their favorite brands
here.

Some convenience store owners claim it’s only fair, because
many Wisconsin motorists cross the river into Minnesota to buy
gas that is cheaper because of lower state taxes.

We believe both ideas are worth pursuing. The societal costs
associated with smoking are too great to continue to ignore them.

A ban in bars and restaurants would not only help reduce the
smoking habit of those who enjoy cigarettes, it would also reduce
the effect of second-hand smoke on non-smoking patrons and
employees who work in the establishments.

The benefit of a higher tax on cigarettes would not only discour-
age young people from picking up the habit, it would also raise
added funds to help pay for health costs and anti-smoking pro-
grams.

Even if the plan doesn’t gain enough support this year, we would
encourage legislators to continue to pursue plans to reduce smok-
ing across Wisconsin.

With the strength of the
Tavern League in
Wisconsin, Doyle’s

proposal is in for a big
fight in Madison.

Spring Point Project’s
new 21,000-square-foot
bio-secure building will
officially open in New
Richmond Feb. 7.

Once it’s up and run-
ning, the Diabetes
Research and Wellness
Foundation’s Iselt
Resource Facility will
house about 100 high-
health, pathogen-free
pigs.

Eventually the islet
cells, found in the pan-
creas of the pigs, will be
used to conduct trans-
plantation trials within
the next three years.

Officials with Spring Point Project
hope that the research will eventual-
ly lead to a cure for diabetes, which
afflicts millions of people world-
wide.

***
At least one area real estate com-

pany is optimistic that the slow real
estate market is starting to pick up.

Edina Realty reports that Web site
visits, open houses and actual show-
ings are on the rise.

Several local realtors have also
reported that January has been fairly
busy and that the coming spring
shows promise for the industry.

We’ll have to wait and see how it
all works out and that growth in the
region continues. Certainly declining
gasoline prices make this region
more palatable for some commuters.

***
The Outpost Bar and Grill hosted a

special party for former employees
of County Market in New
Richmond.

More than 150 people were
expected to attend, according to Jim
Jensen, Outpost co-owner.

***
More than a few people have been

critical of the National Weather

Service’s policy to
issue a severe thunder-
storm or tornado warn-
ing for entire counties.

In the past, emer-
gency sirens have
sounded in various
communities, even the
skies never threaten.
People understand that
severe weather is in the
area, but the actual
threat could be 20
miles away.

Come October, the
National Weather serv-
ice will implement a
system that will

attempt to issue warnings in terms of
specific areas. They will apparently
use highways, rivers, municipalities
and such to describe which areas are
affected by the potential storm.

It makes sense, especially in this
era of Global Positioning System
accuracy. Why the pinpoint warnings
haven’t been implemented sooner is
anyone’s guess.

***
O’Reilly Auto Parts is looking to

construct a new building on North
Knowles, next to Kellaher’s Bar. The
plans are making their way through
the city approval process and should
be up for consideration at an upcom-
ing New Richmond City Council
meeting.

***
Wisconsin’s Secretary of

Workforce Development Roberta
Gassman will be in town Thursday to
meet with a New Richmond High
School student who is involved in a
local school-to-work apprentice pro-
gram. The state official will meet
with the student at The Deerfield,
where the student works. School
officials are excited about the chance
to show off their high school pro-
gram.

Diabetes research
facility set to open

Jeff Holmquist
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Open Forum restrictions are needed

More city liquor licenses opposed

There ought to be a federal law
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