
OPINION
Linda Chavez

Worldwide
wish list
for 2007

I 've given up on making res-
olutions or predictions for
the New Year.

The resolutions rarely last
past the Super Bowl and the
only predictions that come true
are the most depressing ones.
So this year, I'm creating a
Wish list for 2007. This is what
I hope will happen.

• Donald Trump decides
that all those vacuous and mis-
behaving beauties he's been
parading before ogling audi-
ts . - e n c e s

President
Bush...
decides he
has to learn
how to
communicate
better."

over
the
years
aren't
worth
his
time
and
money,
and de-
cides
to do-

nate the cost of the beauty
pageants to "Operation Smile,"
a charity that helps poor chil-
dren get plastic surgery to cor-
rect facial deformities.

• Kim Jong n tours the
North Korean countryside and
discovers his people are starv-
ing and miserable. He orders
his factories to stop building
weapons and start turning out
farm equipment, and his scien-
tists to abandon research on
nuclear weapons and instead
develop hardier strains of rice
and wheat

• The Angel Gabriel ap-
pears to 1 million faithful Mus-
lims during the Haj in Mecca,
instructing them to renounce
violence and instead devote
themselves to jihad against
their own sinfulness.

• Michael Richards, Mel
Gibson and Rosie O'Donnell
enter anger management treat-
ment Richards announces he
will star in a new version of
"Black like Me." Gibson do-
nates his entire personal for-
tune to the Anti-Defamation
League and O'Donnell regis-
ters<ts a Republican. • .•

• New Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev.,
and House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., pledge not to
engage in class warfare or get-
ting even with Republicans and
instead focus on serious Social
Security and Medicare reform.

• President Bush spends a
solid week reviewing tapes of
his press conferences and im-
promptu speeches and decides
he has to learn how to commu-
nicate better. He enlists the
help of outgoing British Prime
Minister Tony Blair and former
House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
who help him become,- if not
Winston Churchill or Ronald
Reagan, at least another
George H.W. Bush.

• Twelve million illegal
aliens in the country disappear
overnight While at first there
is rejoicing in some circles,
prices at the supermarket go
up double digits. Office build-
ings shut down when there is
no one to clean them. Home
construction grinds to a halt
And millions of women call in
sick when there is no one to
take care of their children.

• In response, Congress
goes into emergency session
and passes comprehensive im-
migration reform, with Reps.
Tom Tancredo, R-Colo., and
James Sensenbrenner, R-Wis.,
leading the charge to match
"willing workers" with "avail-
able jobs," after both admit that
their constituents were unhap-
py with the "illegal alien-free
zone" they helped create.

• Presidential aspirants
agree not to air ads attacking
each other but instead spend
their time explaining their own
positions on issues — and they
promise to limit their ads to a
period not to exceed six weeks
before each primary or caucus.

• Americans are so encour-
aged by the change in politics
as usual*that they start paying
more attention to public affairs.
More Americans register to
vote than cast ballots for
"American Idol"

• Osama bin Laden's re-
mains are discovered in a cave
in Afghanistan. Ayman al Za-
wahiri is captured by Egyptian
special forces and begs to be
transferred to Guantanamo.
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad be-
comes a Baha'i and Moqtada al
Sadr converts to Buddhism. Al
Qaeda and its offspring dis-
band worldwide.

Linda Chavez is a Creators
Syndicate writer.
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Hike state s cigarette tax,
but don't squander money
I fWisconsin lawmakers decide to in-

crease the tax on cigarettes —
which we think would be a wise

move — they must ensure that the
money is used effectively.

That would be to cover the rising
costs of health care for smoking-related
illnesses and for programs and services
designed to help people quit smoking.

A $1 increase in the cigarette tax,
which Gov. Doyle has warmed to in re-
cent weeks, would give the state about
$230 million to use for smoking-cessa-
tion programs and smokers' health
costs.

Another benefit of the higher tax,
which would put the state's per-pack tax
at $1.77, would also be an incentive for
people to quit smoking and discourage
about 75,000 young people from even
starting, according to SmokeFree Wis-
consin.

Smoking is not only deadly to those
who have the habit, it is also very costly
to taxpayers.

According to the 2006 Tobacco-Free
Kids' Toll of Tobacco Report, smoking
related health costs total $1.8 billion in
Wisconsin — and the part paid for by
taxpayers — Medicaid — is $440 mil-
lion. Lost productivity in Wisconsin be-

YOUR VIEW
• YOUR VIEW: To share your opinion on this

editorial, e-mail mmentzer@fdlreporter.com, or
send your views by mail to The Reporter, Your
Views, P.O. Box 630, Fond du Lac, Wl, 54936-
0630.

cause of smoking is $1.5 billion.
Targeting these costs and getting

people to quit or not even begin smok-
ing would be worth it

If successful, this approach to smok-
ing would result in a steadily declining
source of revenue to the state — as
some critics of the tax hike note. But it
would result in a steadily declining cost
to the state because fewer smokers
would equate to fewer dollars spent on
health care and fewer dollars in lost
productivity.

Wisconsin had the chance to accom-
plish this about six years ago when the
state got $5.6 billion in future payments
from the historic settlement with the to-
bacco industry.

The money was to be used to get
people to quit smoking and pay for

smoking-related health costs over a pe-
riod of 25 years through annual pay-
ments made to the state.

But instead, then-Gov. Scott McCal-
lum and the state Legislature sold the
rights to the $5.6 billion in return for an
immediate cash payment of $1.3 billion
— much of which went to plug a 2002
budget shortfall.

A mere pittance went to anti-smoking
campaigns and next to nothing to cover
health-care costs for smokers.

This finger-in-the-dike method of
budgeting hinders Wisconsin's fiscal
management because state leaders
keep trying to solve serious problems
with stopgap efforts.

But, if the governor and lawmakers
would keep their hands off segregated
funds — and face day-to-day budget re-
alities — Wisconsin could begin to
solve, rather than just manage, budget
crises.

This would continue Wisconsin's
progressive heritage.

So too, would a decision to increase
cigarette taxes and to then put the
money where it will do the most good.

This editorial was originally published
in The Sheboygan Press, a Gannett Wis-
consin Newspaper.
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ATV riders not
asking for much

As a lando\yner, ATV rider
and hunter I was very disap-
pointed in the Fond du Lac
County Board's decision to
ban ATVs from the new coun-
ty trail (Eisenbahn Trail).

I am a member of the Eden
Area Trailrunners ATV Club
and was under the impres-

sion that we would be able to
ride the trail from December
to March (when the tempera-
ture was below 32 degrees).
This is all we wanted, not a
full season as the County
Board suggested.

A number of us even took
DNR trail ambassador classes
to monitor the trails. I pay
registration fees to the state
for my ATVs. I pay high

prices for hunting licenses.
Why is the trail open dur-

ing the nine-day gun season
and people using it are not re-
quired to wear blaze orange?
Why can't we hunters and
sportsmen have nine days out
of the year to hunt in peace
without worrying about peo-
ple on the trail not wearing or-
ange?

Why is it OK for people to

walk their dogs off leash?
Why can't people who pay
taxes to the county like every-
one else ride their ATVs on
the trail for a short period of
the winter?

I encourage landowners,
hunters and ATV users to
contact the County Board and
voice your opinion.

. STEVE WH1TIY
Eden

Susan Estrich

Equality:
What
revolution?
I used to wear a button that

read, "69 cents," which was
how much women earned

for every dollar men did.
The idea was that calling at-

tention to the pay gap, along
with education, hard work and
politics, would close it

That was in 1980. For a
while, it seemed to work: by the
mid-1990s, women were earn-
ing roughly three quarters of
what men were.

But a funny thing happened
on the way to equality. High
school graduates got stuck in

the 75-

"The pay gap
for women
with college
educations
has actually
increased..."

College
educat-
ed
women
started
moving
back-
ward.

The
pay gap for women with college
educations has actually in-
creased in the last decade. As
more women go to college, the
ones who do make less, rela-
tively speaking.

Forget about the symbols
and tokens, the Nancy Pelosis
and Hillary Clintons, whose
presence could almost con-
vince you, and do some, that
discrimination is dead. Accord-
ing to Labor Department data,
women with college degrees
who are between 36 and 45
earned 74.7 cents on the dollar
last year, down a penny from 10
years ago.

Put it this way: Women are
25 percent behind, and falling.
The more you earn, the bigger
the gap between what women
and men make. The closer you
get to the top, the further be-
hind women are.

Of course, no one sits
around anymore and says, at
least not out loud, that they
don't want women in top jobs.
In fact, what you hear is always
the opposite. If only we could
find good women, or keep
them.

How about paying them?
The most convenient answer

is to blame us, women, for just
not being ambitious enough.
If s all about our choices.
Women are different so the ar-
gument goes. More of us are
staying home with young chil-
dren, as if this explains why the
ones who aren't staying home
are still making less. If you
don't want to work, fine.

But most women have no
choice — no choice but to
work, and earn less.

Some say that we don't value
money as much, as if that ex-
plains why we should be happy
to work just as hard for less of
it Hogwash. In my experience,
the less money you have, the
more you tend to value it

Other studies have found
that women are more likely to
spend part of their careers
working part-time, and that
working part-time permanently
depresses wages. This is often
put forth as a "neutral" explana-
tion, when it is anything but
You take a characteristic of
women's lives, use it as a justifi-
cation for paying less and call it
neutral? Would part-time work
have that same impact if men
were as likely to take such
"breaks" as women? Besides,
women who never work part-
time, never take time off, still
earn less than men.

If s true, of course, that
•women are more likely to be
found, even within the profes-
sions, in the less-well-paying
jobs. Among doctors, women
are more likely to be pediatri-
cians and obstetricians than ra-
diologists and surgeons. But
there are two obvious answers
to this. One is to look hard at
the pay scales, and recognize
that part of the reason certain
specialties make less is not be-
cause the/re easier or less im-
portant, or even require less
training, but because there are
more women doing them. An-
other is to recruit more women
to the high-paying ones.

Today, too often, we do nei-
ther. Buttons are passe. Most
people aren't even aware of the
pay gap anymore, much less
committed to addressing it
Thaf s the travesty. Pretending
things are equal when they
aren't doesn't make things bet-
ter, but worse. When you close
your eyes, you go backward.
My 69 cent button is getting too
close for comfort

Susan Estrich is a Creators
Syndicate writer.
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