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In January 1964, the U.S. sur-
geon general issued a report 
based on 7,000 medical articles 

on smoking and disease. “Cigarette 
smoking,” the report declared, “is a 
health hazard of sufficient impor-
tance in the United States to war-
rant appropriate remedial action.”

However, “remedial action” has 
been slow — and during the past 
43 years millions of Americans 
have died unnecessarily of can-
cer, cardiovascular disease and 
other smoking-related ailments. 
According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, “Cigarette smok-
ing is the leading cause of prevent-
able death in the United States,” 
causing approximately 440,000 
deaths annually. That’s more than 
1,200 preventable deaths each day.

Despite its enormity, the death 
toll undoubtedly would be larger 

if not for ongoing efforts such as 
warning labels, tobacco advertis-
ing restrictions, smoking bans and 
youth education.

On Wednesday, Gov. Jim Doyle 
proposed the next step in reduc-
ing the death toll: a statewide ban 
on smoking in all public buildings, 
including workplaces, taverns and 
restaurants. 

“Despite our progress over the 
last few years, too many of our kids 
are still lighting up, too many lives 
are being cut short, and the cost of 
treating tobacco-related illnesses in 
Wisconsin alone has swelled into 
the billions,” Doyle said.

We believe Doyle’s sweeping pro-
posal is the right thing to do. Simply 
put, it will save lives and money.

Yes, it will inconvenience 
smokers — but that’s part of the 
point. Having to step outside for 

a nicotine fix, especially in the 
depths of a Wisconsin winter, un-
doubtedly gives smokers second 
thoughts about their addiction. 
Furthermore, the ban would shield 
nonsmokers from the noxious ef-
fects of secondhand smoke, which 
itself is a known health hazard.

Opponents — including smok-
ers, tavern owners and some law-
makers — already have voiced 
objections to Doyle’s plan. They 
worry about the impact it will 
have on businesses. However, in-
stituting the ban statewide will 
ensure smokers won’t flee a res-
taurant or tavern in one smoke-
free city in favor of establishments 
in cities that allow smoking. In ad-
dition, smoking bans aren’t neces-
sarily bad for business. The city 
of Eau Claire’s restaurant smok-
ing ban, passed in 2000, didn’t 

devastate the city’s eateries. In 
fact, some establishments — such 
as Stella Blues and Buffalo Wild 
Wings — have even thrived by 
offering patrons places to enjoy 
drinks without sucking second-
hand smoke.

We agree governments always 
must take great care when re-
stricting personal rights. However, 
when the number of lives lost 
is combined with the enormous 
cost to taxpayers for caring for 
ill smokers, it’s clear that in this 
case the rights of the general pub-
lic outweigh those of the inconve-
nienced smokers.

While Doyle’s plan will be de-
bated — and likely amended — by 
the Legislature, we hope lawmak-
ers pass this important legislation.

— Tom Giffey, editorial page editor
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Editor
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Fundraisers on the left and right are sali-
vating now that Sen. Hillary Clinton has 
declared, “I’m in” the 2008 presidential race. 
On the left, feminists will likely hail her as 
the reincarnation of suffragette Susan B. 
Anthony. On the right, conservatives will 
portray her as a cross between Lady Macbeth 
and Bonnie Parker.

Conservatives should be careful. The non-
stop attacks on Bill Clinton did not 
keep him from winning in 1992, nor 
did his personal scandals prevent his 
re-election four years later. Using 
similar smear tactics on Hillary Clin-
ton will only turn her into a victim 
and cause many not predisposed to 
vote for her to support her.

Men can’t run against a woman the 
way they run against other men. For-
mer Republican Congressman Rick 
Lazio learned the double standard 
voters apply to a female candidate 
when he challenged her in 2000 for 
the New York Senate seat she now 
holds. During a debate, Lazio left his lectern 
and invaded her personal space to make a 
point. Many voters saw a man trying to phys-
ically intimidate a woman and Lazio lost the 
debate and the election.

Some conservative Web sites are already 
claiming Clinton will unite the Republican 
base like no other Democratic candidate. 
Maybe, but that base is too small to counter 
what surely will be a surge in female voters. 
A recent USA Today/CNN/Gallup Poll found 
that six out of 10 women were likely to sup-
port Clinton in her run for the White House.

A major advantage for Republicans is 
that Hillary is not her husband. She is aloof 
and calculating, while he can be warm and 
engaging. We have seen his temper — most 
recently in an interview with Fox’s Chris 
Wallace — but we have only heard about 
hers. Will the public accept this kind of 
behavior from a woman who wants to be 
president? Will such behavior be seen as 
strength or character weakness?

In an interview with the London Sunday 
Times, Clinton’s campaign strategist, Terry 

McAuliffe, compared her to former British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. “Their 
policies are totally different,” McAuliffe said, 
“but they are both perceived as very tough.” 
Hillary Clinton and Margaret Thatcher are 
as different as Phyllis Schlafly and Gloria 
Steinem. Toughness in the pursuit of bad 
ideas is as unhelpful as weakness in pursuit 
of good ones. 

In her videotaped announcement, 
which emulated Sen. Barack Obama’s 
earlier announcement of his plans to 
form an exploratory committee, Clin-
ton ticked off the issues about which 
she is ticked off, because she says 
the Bush administration has failed to 
deal with them. They include health 
care, Social Security, Medicare and 
Iraq. The Bush administration has 
attempted to address all of these, but 
Democrats have blocked any prog-
ress. It’s an old political trick. You 
work against success and then blame 
failure on the president.

Media reports speak of this being the 
most “diverse” presidential race ever with 
a woman (Clinton), an African-American 
(Obama) and a Hispanic (New Mexico Gov. 
Bill Richardson). But this is not ideologi-
cal diversity, as all are liberals. This race 
shouldn’t be about race, gender, or ethnicity, 
but ideas. The big media, so far, have tossed 
Clinton softball questions. Handlers have 
been able to get away with limiting questions 
to pre-approved subjects. The public will 
demand more from her and the media in a 
presidential campaign.

There has never been a campaign like the 
one the country is about to experience. The 
focus should not be on gender or any other 
side issue, but on who is best qualified to 
defend the country against its many enemies, 
foreign and domestic.

Look for the dirtiest, meanest and most 
costly presidential campaign in history in 
pursuit of the answer.

Thomas can be reached at CalThomas@
tribune.com.
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Conservatives must take 
care in attacking Hillary

The issue: Sen. Hillary Clinton’s presidential bid.
Cal Thomas’ view: Conservatives may be eager to take her on, but they must 

realize she is a formidable opponent.
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Statewide smoking ban will save lives, money

New Orleans’ ghosts 
no longer imagined

NEW ORLEANS — I 
thought I saw a ghost. 
In a city known for voo-
doo, haunted inns and 
ghost tours, anything was 
possible.

When the apparition 
caught my eye in the Lower 
9th Ward, I was more curi-
ous than afraid, so we pur-
sued it in the van.

It has been 17 months 
since Katrina and 
broken levees dev-
astated the Crescent 
City.

A helpless nation 
watched images 
of the unfamiliar: 
Third-World Amer-
ica with a president 
up a creek without 
a paddle. Fleeing 
residents were first 
identified by media 
and government 
as refugees, not 
survivors.

Now politicians expect an 
economic miracle, yet the 
latest Census figures indi-
cate that 241,201 people left 
the state. Homes and neigh-
borhoods aren’t fit to live in.

They call the state’s $7.5 
billion hurricane aid pro-
gram the “Road Home.” 
But the road home to New 
Orleans has potholes. 
Home insurers no longer 
are bound to Emergency 
Rule 23, enacted to prohibit 
post-Katrina cancellations. 
Relief money has been mis-
spent or wasted. Federal, 
state and parish officials are 
caught up in turf battles. 
The mostly poorer sections, 
like the Lower 9th, are ghost 
towns.

True, French Quarter 
hotels and bars are busy. So 
are the casinos. Tourists still 
stroll Bourbon Street drink-
ing Hand Grenades. 

But all isn’t well here.
Whole neighborhoods are 

gone. Not far from Arm-
strong Park you can find the 
remains of the day.

The silence is deafen-
ing. For blocks there are 
no people. Steps lead to 
nowhere, not porches. The 
random repopulated home 
becomes an oasis in a desert 
of despair.

In December, a survey 
by urban planners and stu-
dents from three universi-
ties reported that 80 percent 

of 9th Ward properties “suf-
fered no terminal structural 
damage.” But only 20 per-
cent of 14,000 residents are 
back. The Lower 9th suf-
fered the most damage with 
1,300 buildings destroyed.

To rebuild will take years 
of elbow grease and com-
mitment, not just money.

Small businesses are 
boarded. Moldy homes are 

marked outside 
with hieroglyphics 
that tell of a lost 
civilization.

Houses no lon-
ger obstruct the 
horizon. They’ve 
slipped into yards. 
Concrete cinders 
that once sup-
ported homes 
line up like tomb-
stones in a mock 
cemetery. These 
neighborhoods 
had churches. All 

empty. And schools. All 
closed.

I found the ghost outside 
a vacated home in the 2000 
block of Egania Street.

Dressed in a white 
hazmat suit, Laura McMil-
lan reached for water as 
she tugged at the hot mask 
protecting her from mold. 
She came from Connecticut 
and was among 20 volun-
teers from Common Ground 
Relief and the American 
Jewish Committee.

“The last time I was here, 
they didn’t have any utili-
ties,” she said. Pointing to 
the street lights, she said, 
“Those weren’t here before.” 

Casey Noel, a New Yorker, 
credits film director Spike 
Lee for his joining an AJC 
crew in New Orleans. Lee’s 
HBO series on the levees 
prepared him, but he was 
still shocked by what he saw.

“The thing people need to 
remember is that this wasn’t 
just a house,” he said. “This 
was a community. But there 
is no one around here except 
us. Maybe before Katrina, 
kids rode their bikes up and 
down this street. ... Not any-
more. Not anymore.” 

It takes a village to raise a 
child. Who will raise the vil-
lage when the villagers are 
gone?

Lokeman is a columnist for 
the Kansas City Star.

McClatchy-Tribune

Darfur tragedy 
deserves attention

I have a very important 
proposal. At South Middle 
School, we have recently 
studied the life of Anne 
Frank, the genocide in 
Rwanda and the genocide 
in Darfur.

We learned that after the 
Holocaust, people swore 
these terrible things would 
never happen again. How-
ever, it happened again in 
Rwanda and now again in 
Darfur.

As one of our assign-
ments we looked up those 
time periods to see what 
was happening in the 
United States that dis-
tracted us and kept us from 
hearing about Rwanda. 
Within seconds, it became 
clear why this was so: In 
1994, the O.J. Simpson trial 
was covered around the 
clock. The public was so 
wrapped up in the trial 
they were blind to what 
was happening around the 
world.

In Darfur, tens of thou-
sands of people have been 
murdered, thousands of 
women raped, and about 2 
million people driven from 
their homes. Thousands 
die each month from the 
lack of shelter, bad food 
and water, and little or no 
health care. 

Why is it when we turn 
on the news or read the 
newspaper, we learn about 
Madonna and Britney 
Spears but there is little 
mention of the hundreds of 
thousands who are being 
killed in Darfur?

We learn in class to 
make a difference, to speak 
out for others. I think that 
is what we must do. A vital 
part of making this dif-
ference is to educate. I 
ask you to do this. In your 
world news section of the 
newspaper, publish a piece 
about the crisis in Dar-
fur and how people like 
us could help. This simple 
feature could start a chain 
reaction that would have 
the potential to save mil-
lions of lives. Isn’t it worth 
it?

MATTY BINDER and 
240 South Middle School 

students and teachers
Eau Claire

From a touch-tone phone,
call 833-9208,

or (800) 236-8898
Or go online at

www.leadertelegram.com

Question of the Week:
What do you think about a proposal to allow officers 
to pull over motorists solely for not buckling up?
Comments from the previous week’s question will be published each 
Wednesday.
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Editorial Page Editor
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The 
issue: Gov. 
Jim Doyle 
proposes a 
statewide 
smoking ban.

Our view: 
The enor-
mous human 
and finan-
cial costs 
of smoking 
make the 
ban wise.
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