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OUR VIEW
Time to
rethink

cigarette tax
With the coming of the new legisla-

tive session, a coalition of health
organizations is pushing once

again for a $1 increase in the cigarette
tax to pay for anti-smoking efforts and
health costs related to smoking.
Tnrrf»a«<» It>S a Pr°P°sal t h a t did~

i.T\-t i n't go far last year, but
would likely m a y f a l l o n friendlier ears
generate t h i s y e a r .
$227 million And it should.

Wisconsin's cigaret te
tax, now 77 cents a pack, is the 30th highest
in the nation. The increase would likely gen-
erate $227 million a year, which would help
the state's under-funded anti-tobacco efforts.

The catch, of course, if a new tax is passed,
is to make sure it goes directly to offsetting
smoking-related heal th costs now covered by
Medicaid and to anti-tobacco programs,
which support initiatives such as Wisconsin's
QUIT line.

Since smoking costs Medicaid $480 million
a year, according to the Campaign for Ibbac-
co-Free Kids, if anti-tobacco efforts continue
to be successful in getting people to quit, and
more importantly, discouraging kids from
start ing in the first place, the cigarette tax
money will be well spent.

/ NOT (HY15 HE SMOKING,
f I FOUND A STASH OF TONS
V FATC00KIESIN7HEOE1GH.

COMMENTARY

Americans will never admit defeat

YOUR VIEW
On the U.S.

citizenship test

What does it mean to
be American? Does
it mean knowing

what colors are in the U.S.
flag? Or what is celebrated
on the Fourth of July, or
who was the first president
of the United States? These
are some of the questions
asked by immigration offi-
cials testing immigrants for
citizenship. But the test left
a lot to be desired. It
required answering ques-
tions by rote; it didn't
require any understanding
of what it means to live in
America And that was an
issue about which the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services began to think
hard. So it decided to
redesign the test

New citizens "need to be
able to integrate into Ameri-
can society and comprehend

basic English," explains Chris
Rhatigan, spokeswoman for
Citizenship and Immigration
Services in Washington. The
new test — a pilot project in
10 cities, not including Chica-
go — will ask questions about
civics, history, geography, and
rights and responsibilities. It
will require more thinking
about what it means to live
here.

Some immigrant groups
already are railing about the
pilot test, which will be
launched in January for a four-
month trial. They say it will
make it even more difficult to
become American. But it
won't be more difficult; it will
just require immigrants to
demonstrate a more signifi-
cant depth of understanding
about what being an American
citizen means. Surely that isn't
asking too much of those who
choose to make this country
their home.

Chicago Sun-Times

By PATRICK BALDWIN

Andrew Broman's
column in the
November 24 edi-
torial section of

The Daily Press said "It's
time for America to admit
defeat" and "learn a lesson
from Vietnam." I debated a
rebuttal and the litany of
responses it would gener-
ate. After all, this young
man is entitled to his politi-
cal opinion based on the
"facts" as he construes
them. However, as I reread
the column, I feel a need to
respond, if for no other rea-
son than to address his will-
ingness to "admit defeat." I
don't believe it is the "hon-
orable thing to come to
grips and admit defeat"!
This country did not
achieve its coveted position
of being a democratic
nation, to which the world's
peoples without basic free-
doms have flocked in
droves, by "admitting
defeat"

As Harry Truman said in
January of 1947, "America
was not built on fear. America
was built on courage, on
imagination and an unbeaten
determination to do the job at
hand." Had this country
admitted defeat during times
of adversity, Andrew Broman
would not be enjoying the
freedoms he now enjoys.
Admit defeat? Tell that to the
survivors of Pearl Harbor... to
the 7th Infantry Division sur-
vivors of Pork Chop Hill... to
the Marines that survived the
77-day siege at Khe Sahn. Bet-
ter yet, tell it to our service
men and women returning
from their tours in Iraq and
Afghanistan. As a member of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
I've had the honor of meeting
with numerous veterans of
the Middle East conflicts, and
I can tell you unequivocally of
their pride in their mission

and service. Ask them if it's
time to "admit defeat!"

Memories are short, and
our history books aren't ade-
quately read. I feel Teddy Roo-
sevelt best expressed it in his
autobiography and speeches:
"I suppose the United States
will always be unready for
war, and will always be
exposed to great expense and
to the possibility of the
gravest calamity when the
nation goes to war. This is no
new thing. Americans learn
only from catastrophes, and
not from experience ... It may
be some time in the dim
future of the race that the
need for war will vanquish,
but that time is yet ages dis-
tant As yet, no nation can
hold its place in the world
unless it stands ready to
guard its rights with an armed
hand. If we stand idly by, if we
shirk from hard contests
where men must win at haz-
ard of their lives and at risk of
all they hold dear, then the
bolder and stronger people
will pass us by and will win
for themselves the domina-
tion of the world."

Broman parallels this
recent war on terrorism to the
Vietnam War. In response to
his abbreviated "history" of
the Vietnam War, and specifi-
cally of the Tet Offensive of
1968:

• Our soldiers never lost a
major battle in Vietnam.

• In spite of casualty rates
higher than the brutal fighting
in the Pacific in World War n,
more than 90 percent of our
Vietnam veterans said they
were proud to have served
their country, and 75 percent
said they would do it again,
even knowing the outcome.

• 25 percent of total forces
serving in Vietnam were
draftees.

• 82 percent of veterans
who saw heavy combat
strongly believe the Vietnam

War was lost because of lack
of political will.

• Yes, in Walter Cronkite's
opinion, he saw Vietnam as a
stalemate. He knew that with
the military and logistic sup-
port of two communist super-
powers, there would never be
another "unconditional sur-
render," the only true victory
in a war. Keep in mind that the
Korean War was a "stale-
mate," but we didn't desert
them, and now they are a free
democratic nation and one of
the most prosperous coun-
tries in southeast Asia

• I am a veteran of three
tours in Vietnam, including
the Tet Offensive. I personally
saw no "plummet of morale." I
was an advisor during the
Vietnamization program and
experienced no corruption or
sabotage amongst my Viet-
namese counterparts. I was
proud to have served with
some of the most motivated
and professional members of
the military in all branches of
the service. Had we not
"bailed out" to achieve an
"honorable end to the Viet-
nam War," and had we stayed
in an advisory status and con-
tinued the logistic support of
South Vietnam's military, this
Vietnam veteran doesn't
believe the results would have
been the same when the
North Vietnamese came
across the border in over-
whelming odds.

• If Mr. Broman feels I took
this a little personally, I share
with him the inscription
found inside an empty C-
ration container at the fire
base at Khe Sahn, Vietnam,
written by an anonymous U.S.
Marine:

"For those who have fought
for it, freedom has a flavor the
protected will never know."

Veteran Patrick Baldwin
lives in Mason.
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Ashland High, DePadua great rivals for 35 years
Editor's note, this is the second of

two parts on the Ashland High-
DePadua rivalry of 35 years.

ByJIMGOELTZ

John Knoblauch took over the
coaching duties at DePadua
about 1937 when the new
gym was built. Playing for

him then were Bill Innes, the
Dufeks, the Pufalls and the
Kirklewskis, which matched the
high school's talent basket for bas-
ket Ashland High won all eight to
tie the series, but those eight were
probably some of the best ever
played in the 35-year old series. In
1937 Ashland High won both
games quite handily 31-18 and 34-
19. The 1938-1940 games were
close and almost heart-stopping.
The crowds loved the action. I was
in the fourth grade and becoming
interested in sports when the Dodd
Gym was built We lived on Dad's
chicken farm out on the south end
of 8th Avenue West (now
MacArthur Avenue), and my neigh-
bor Bill Ottman and I attended all
the games. We'd be sure to get
there early for the city series and
obtain our favorite seats in the low
bleachers, behind the cheer lead-
ers.

The next three years the Purgolders
beat the Bruins six straight, but all
were close and exciting ball games.
The rafters .of the new gym shook as
the two squads battled back and forth

as most games were decided by from
one to four points. It was still a defen-
sive game, with limited fouls, lots of
jump balls, and working the ball on
offense. After the center-jump after
each basket ended a new rule was
introduced: After each basket, the ref-
eree held the ball for five seconds
while those seconds ticked off the
clock. No DePadua-Ashland games
were decided by those precious sec-
onds but that rule lasted only a couple
seasons.

In 1941 DePadua turned the tables
on Ashland High and again won both
games. The 1941 Bruin team had Joe
Taresewicz, Bill Innes, Moe Ledin,
Billy McAuliffe, Foo Kennedy, Tom
Dufek, Art Bertheaume, Don Kollauf,
and Al Kursewiski, and won two excit-
ing games 27-23 and 36-32. They beat
the good Purgolder talent of Red
Marx, John Drolson, Lyle Johnson,
Don Jensen, Art Peterson and Harley
Bassford. One of those games was
rough-and-tumble, and after a loose
ball Harley threw a punch to Moe
Ledin, which landed on his jaw.
Harley's dad, then superintendent of
schools George Bassford, came out on
the floor and escorted Harley to the
locker room. I can see it to this day,
George walking off the floor holding
Harley by the arm. The look on
Harley's face was one of wonder and
amazement. Then Moe converted on
both free throws to preserve the victo-
ry. Nineteen forty-one was the last
year DePadua swept the series.

In 1942, Ashland High returned to

the winners circle in the city-series
with seven- and 12-point victories.
Playing for Ashland then were Bob
Sieren, Bob Wiberg, Rollie Vocelka,
Frank "Warhorse' Jocewicz and
Richard 'Shorty' Ronning. In 1942
Coach Weikal was drafted into the
Army and Ashland High lured Roy
Melvin away from Hurley. The Pur-
golders swept DePadua during the
war years of 19434445. but the games
were close, especially in 1945 when
Ashland High eked out a 25-21 victory
after the Bruins had tied the score at
21-all late in the game. In these sea-
sons both schools suited up good bas-
ketball players. DePadua stars includ-
ed Poozy Sanders, John Grey, Jim and
Jack Pentony, Tom and Jim Higgins,
Dave and Lew Wartman, and Hopie
Schiller. Wearing the purple and gold
were Erlan Giese, Paul Tast, Paul
Tomlinson, Tom Zinnecker, Chet
Olson, Jack Lodle, Bruce Fossum,
John Gustafson, Howie DeBriyn, Red
Nylen and Pinky Melberg. DePadua
hired John Mason in early 1946 to
coach basketball. He had played for
DePadua from 1934 to 1936.

Ashland High dominated the series
in the late 1940s except for the split in
1947. In 1946, led by Dick Axness, the
Purgolders notched their most lop-
sided win up to that date by 48-21. In
1948 the newly-named Oredockers
began overwhelming the Bruins with
15- and 20-point victories. The 10-sec-
ond line was introduced, forcing a
team to use the half-court offense.
Higher scores became common and

the Oredockers were registering 50
and 60 points per game. Run and
shoot was becoming the style. In 1948
DePadua introduced a prolific scorer
in Jack 'Bones' Hulmer, a sophomore.
Jack scored almost at will, but he did-
n't have much of a supporting cast.
Jack was a good floor man, could
rebound well, and was a very good
passer; he did most of the Bruins scor-
ing but never experienced a win over
Ashland High.

By this time I was long gone from
the sports scene, having enlisted in
the Army in late 1950. Ashland High
continued to sweep the series after
1955, turning in their most one-sided
victory in 1961, 78-32. In 1962 the
series continued, but the two teams
played but one game against each
other. The last game in the series was
played in 1967 and DePadua closed its
doors after that season.

The school was razed in 1969, but
the old DePadua gym is still in use by
Our Lady of the Lake grade- and mid-
dle schools. Probably the ghosts of
past players still come out at night and
play an imaginary game in that gym.
Maybe the likes of Kenny Oberbrun-
ner, Russ Grahek, Joe Nemec, the
Pufalls, the Dufeks, Bill Innes, Billy
McAuliffe, et al., still roam that court.
If only that old gym could talk.

Jim Goeltz is a former Daily Press
sports writer noiv living in Imva and
writing occasional remembrances of
sporting days gone by. He can be con-
tacted at <goeltzjs@cox.net>.

YOUR VIEW

A sustainable
cuisine

Ihad a really nice dinner
the other night — an
amazing array of locally

produced, seasonal foods
shared with a lively group
of my neighbors. It was a
cornucopia of delicious
dishes and conversations.
In addition, this gathering
had a point To ensure that
food and its processes are
held to the highest stan-
dards including a measure
of local food security so
that, in the end, we do not
harm the environment and
we protect our future. In
essence, this was a gather-
ing about sustainable cui-
sine.

Out of this dinner emerged
an understanding of the diffi-
culties of producing food
within the Chequamegon Bay
area Much of what is promis-
ing and what is wrong with
today's food system plays out
every day on our farms, in our
stores, restaurants, our
schools, and ultimately, at our
kitchen tables. A sustainable
cuisine can offer a way to
address the problems and,
better yet-, offer a way to cele-
brate our community through
the pleasures of eating.

A first step toward a sus-
tainable cuisine is to acknowl-
edge that we do not have one
now. Today, the source of our
food is everywhere and
nowhere — everywhere
because consumers can buy
food from anywhere in the
world at any time, and
nowhere because there is no
personal connection that
traces the food on your table
back to a particular farmer's
field.

There is a growing segment
of the public who care deeply
about the quality and safety of
its food. And yet, there are
deep fissures in production,
food safety, and environmen-
tal health. Fresh, seasonal
foods may then be an answer;
however, the greatest difficul-
ty towards achieving this is
there are no longer enough
farmers to satisfy the demand.

An obvious answer, then, is
more farmers!

Preserving farmlands as a
base for agricultural produc-
tion, as well as open green
space, is one avenue for insur-
ing local food. Yet this is only
half of the equation. There has
been less concern about pre-
serving farmers, the assump-
tion being that new farmers
will simply spring forth, fully
capable, when they are need-
ed. This is shortsighted.

Farming involves more
than access to arable land and
a tractor. Good farming
requires a diverse and deep
knowledge. It also requires an
ethical framework that can
only be gained through a long
association with the land.
Farming is a craft of time.

If we do find innovative
ways to increase the numbers
of farmers, then we as con-
sumers need to eat the food
that they produce. As we are
all eaters, we therefore all
have a tie to a farm, that to eat
is an agricultural act, and that
how we eat determines how
our world is used.

It is the relationship
between food and eater, car-
ried back to the farm, that
could form the basis for a
truly sustainable cuisine — a
cuisine based on local and
seasonal foods. If widely
acted upon, this would chal-
lenge the very basis of our
current agricultural economy.
We are beginning to see, in
small ways, that individual
decisions to make these con-
nections are having an impact

Back at that delicious din-
ner, we also discovered that
eating and living well is the
best revenge to an unsustain-
able world. To create cuisine
is to sustain life. Food should
be simple, imaginative, and
healthy. It should be good for
our bodies, good for our
minds, and good for the earth.
Really, it is a pleasure to eat

Landis Spickennan
Highbridge
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