
Looking for the perfect gift
idea for the gourmet in your
life? Need last-minute
recipes? Log on to
www.thenorthwestern.com
and click “Holiday Helper.”
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Packers coach Mike
McCarthy prepares his
team for Thursday’s game
in Detroit on a tight
schedule.>>PAGE B1

Official start
to the holidays

Rob Ebert reviews
“Assassin’s Creed” with
glossy big-budget special
effects and intuitive
controls. Think “The Matrix”
during the Third Crusade.
>>PAGE B1

Game review

Peruse the video and
photo gallery on our Web
site of the holiday tree in
Opera House Square
being officially lit by Mayor
Tower.
>>WWW.THENORTH
WESTERN.COM

Can’t do it all on Thanksgiving?
You don’t have to.>>A10

BEST KEPT
SECRETS

>On the Web

>Video Game Review

>Weather

>Index

TODAY
>Sports

>A Gannett Newspaper

No time to rest
for the Packers

Smoke-free may become standard
BY KRISTA BROWN
of The Northwestern

A smoke-free workplace is
old news to Aurora Medical
Center. The entire campus –
sidewalks, parking lots, even
the inside of vehicles – has
been smoke-free for two years
now.

“One key piece that’s
worked for us is that people
here are very aware that they
want to create a healthy envi-
ronment for both themselves

and the patients,” said Amy
Sommerville, site manager for
Aurora Medical Group.

Sommerville said the
smoke-free workplace has
gone well for Aurora, and Au-
rora’s entire central region
now has gone smoke-free.

Before the facility went
smoke-free, the organization
gave its employees ample no-
tice and offered free smoking
cessation counseling and nico-

tine replacement therapy for
any employees who wanted to
give quitting a try.

“We felt very much the
need to support the employ-
ees,” Sommerville said. “We
didn’t tell anyone they had to
stop smoking, but we wanted
to help in case they decided
to.”

According to a statement
from the American Red Cross,
Wisconsin is quickly falling be-

hind in its efforts to protect
the health of its citizens and
lower the cost of health care,
partly because of its tobacco
usage. Senate Bill 150, or the
Breathe Free Wisconsin Act,
which is currently awaiting
state Senate committee ap-
proval, would put into effect a
statewide smoking ban in any
public place or place of em-
ployment.

Minnesota went smoke-free

last month, while Illinois in-
tends to do so in January.

Sommerville said the ban

Statewide ban awaits Senate committee approval

Lowe’s busy on first day
BY JEFF BOLLIER
of The Northwestern

Home improvement fanat-
ics, commercial business
owners and curious Oshkosh
area residents turned Lowe’s
Home Improvement’s “soft
opening” into a busy Monday
morning.

In addition to a commer-
cial contractor event de-
signed to introduce business
owners to the services Lowe’s
can offer, regular shoppers
made their way to Oshkosh’s

newest home improvement
retailer for everything from a
first look around to following
through on their latest reno-
vation plans.

Oshkosh residents Rob
and Judy Berna were among
those first-day customers.

“I get excited looking
around,” Judy Berna said.
“I’m a kid in a candy store.
They’ve got a better selection
and we don’t have to drive a
long distance to get some va-

Curious shoppers showed up for ‘soft opening’

JOE SIENKIEWICZ/OF THE NORTHWESTERN

JUDY BERNA and her husband Rob Berna talk about cabinet design with Lowe’s associate in cabinet sales Peg Soil Monday.

Shooting mars safest weekend on record

SUBMITTED PHOTO

FIRST 10-POINT buck shot by Deb Zelhofer.

LOWE’S GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION TODAY

BY JOHN LEE
For The Northwestern

Hunters opened the nine-
day gun deer season last week-
end with a harvest of 171,584
deer, an increase of 4,011 over
last year’s first two days, the
state Department of Natural
Resources reported Monday.

More important, DNR offi-
cials said, the opening week-
end was the safest on record,
with just one reported acci-
dental shooting.

That came in Waushara

County, where an 18-year-old
hunter was shot by his grand-
father, and died after being
flown from the hunting scene
at Saxeville in the northwest-
ern part of the county to
Theda Clark Medical Center
in Neenah.

Waushara County Sheriff
David Peterson said David
Ruck was wearing blaze or-
ange clothing, but had
wrapped himself in a brown
and white blanket and was
walking through a wooded

Student
builds
support

BY AMANDA M. WIMMER
of The Northwestern

About two months ago,
Josh Schmid’s senior year of
high school got turned upside
down.

Schmid’s father, who is a
member of the U.S. Army Re-
serves, was sent to Iraq for 13
months. He’s scheduled to re-
turn home to Oshkosh some-
time next September.

“He’s going to try to get a
month’s leave, but he’ll miss
my graduation,” Schmid said.

With his dad in mind,
Schmid, who is a student in
Rick Swartz’s Oshkosh North
High School leadership class,
took the initiative to start
Support Our Troops, or SOS.
Schmid is trying to collect
various items to send to his

North senior’s
dad is in Iraq

BERGSTROM
Honda • Nissan • Subaru

3285 S.Washburn • Oshkosh

(920) 236-1000
bergstromauto.com

BERGSTROM USED CAR IMPORT SUPERCENTER
Honda Pilot Honda Odyssey

4.9 60for
mos% *

*To approved credit.

IF YOU GO
888

WWhat: Lowe’s grand
opening celebration.
WWhere: 1075 N.
Washburn St.
WWhen: 8 a.m. today.
WWhat: Oshkosh Chamber
of Commerce ribbon-cutting
ceremony and presentation
of a donation to an area
nonprofit agency.
WHabitat for Humanity
fundraiser in which Lowe’s

will match every dollar
spent on gift cards from
6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. today
with a matching donation,
of up to $5,000, to the
Oshkosh Habitat chapter.

ON THE WEB
888

WShare your thoughts on
the new Lowe’s by logging
onto Streetwise at
http://forums.thenorth
western.com.

HUNTING, PAGE A7

SUBMIT PHOTOS
888

WSubmit a jpeg photo of
you with your deer. Photos
must be at least 300 dpi and
include information on the
deer and the hunts. Send
photos to:
OSHKOSHSUBMIT@THE
NORTHWESTERN.COM.
WTo view photos that have
been submitted by hunters
go to PAGE B2.

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS
888

WHendrickson’s
Chiropractic.
WPJ’s Beauty Shop.
WCar X.
WUniversity of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh Reeve Memorial
Union.
WOshkosh North High
School.
WDowntown YMCA.
WJet Stream Car Wash.
WFor a complete list of
items Schmid is trying to
collect, see
www.thenorthwestern.com.
WFor more information,
Schmid may be reached at
(920) 233-7960.

STUDENT, PAGE A7

LOWE’S, PAGE A7

AT A GLANCE
888

WFor more information on
the Smoke Free Wisconsin
Act, log on to
www.cancer.org or call
(800) 227-2345.

SMOKE, PAGE A7
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