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Anti-smoking
forces can win
In compromise

roponents of a statewide work-

place smoking ban won a major

victory this week when a state

Senate committee approved a
measure that would ban smoking almost
everywhere in 2009.

Yet those proponents continue to see
their ashtrays as half empty instead of
half full. They’re fuming because the ban
exempts bars and restaurants from com-
plying until 2010. .

True, that gives SUb]ECt:
the powerful
Tavern League | \WOTKpIace
of Wisconsin
— the principal ban'
opponent of the BU" d UpOﬂ

ban — more time
to try buying i
legislators and victo ry.
persuading them
to nix the bar ban
altogether.

But if the no-smoking crowd would see
its ashtray as half full, they would recog-
nize that public sentiment is so clearly
behind the ban — 70 percent of state
residents support it, according to one
poll — that lawmakers will have an even
harder time resisting the move in a year
than they’re having now.

If it takes one more year of smoky bars to
generate the political will needed to enact
this law, then proponents should lose the
battle in the interest of winning the larger
war. They should accept this compromise,
no matter how hard that might be.

And it is hard. We know that second-
hand smoke Kkills and causes or aggra-
vates myriad diseases. We know that
separating smokers from nonsmokers or
installing air filters has negligible effect
— everyone in the building still inhales
cancer-causing chemicals. We know that
it’s patently unfair to offer workplace pro-
tection against other hazardous chemicals
while ignoring the health concerns of
those in the hospitality industry. We know
that cigarettes are responsible for a huge
chunk of Wisconsin’s health care costs.

But the state is headed in the right direc-
tion with its multipronged attack on tobacco.

On Jan. 1, a new $1-per-pack tax increase
made smokes even more expensive and
more difficult for young people to afford.

According to Gov. Jim Doyle’s office, the
state smoking help line took 9,000 calls
from folks looking to quit during the first
week of the new year. That’s the same
number of calls it normally gets in an
entire year. In fact, Wisconsin is spending
$30 million during this biennium trying to
persuade smokers to give up smoking and
getting them help with kicking the habit.

The third prong is the statewide smoking
ban. Not only does it protect everyone from
a known workplace hazard, it’s one more
small encouragement for smokers to quit.

Almost half the states in this nation
already are smoke-free or on their way to
enacting smoking bans. Our neighbors in
Illinois and Minnesota already are there,
and if it takes another year for Wisconsin
to get there, so be it.

Now it’s time for clean-air proponents
not to quibble over a one-year delay, but
to work on Senate Majority Leader Russ
Decker, who ducked and weaved like
Mohammed Ali when the Daily Herald’s
Editorial Board asked him recently if he
would allow a vote on the proposal or side
with constituents who support it.

The Tavern League historically has sup-
ported Decker. It’s up to backers of the ban
to let him know that their voices are more
important than lobbyists’ money.

Decker can be reached at 608-267-9027
or Sen.Decker@legis.wisconsin.gov.

Then it’s on to the Assembly, which has
shown no inclination to take up the mea-
sure. Speaker Mike Huebsch is responsible
for directing legislation there. Let him
know your opinion at 608-282-3694 or e-
mail Rep.Huebsch@legis.wisconsin.gov.

Smoking foes won a victory this week.
Instead of trying to turn it into a defeat,
they should be building upon it and
accepting some compromise as political
reality.
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