
EDITOR: Wow I
just witnessed the
worst high school
basketball offi-

ciating I have ever seen. I
just arrived home from the
Antigo-Wausau West boys
basketball game played
Jan. 4 and I am having a
hard time with what I just
saw happen.

The officials for this
game don’t even know the
rules of the game. They let

West play a football game
instead of basketball, but
any time Antigo was even
near a West player they
were called for a foul. They
even let West call a time
out while they were on
defense. This should have

been a technical foul but,
instead, they were allowed
to proceed with the time-
out.

At one point in the third
quarter the fouls were 15 to
4 in favor of West — seems
a little suspicious to me. I
don’t know the names of
the officials but, whoever
you are, shame on you. I
don’t know what you got
paid to officiate this game,
but you should return it

because you did not do your
jobs.

Although Antigo had two
of its starters foul out due
to the poor calls, they did
prevail. But it’s pretty sad
when you have to beat your
opponents and the officials.

Hats off to Antigo for
hanging tough and never
giving up.

Lisa Carlson,
Eland

Officials at West-Antigo game were awful

Proponents of a statewide work-
place smoking ban won a major
victory this week when a state
Senate committee approved a

measure that would ban smoking almost
everywhere in 2009.

Yet those proponents continue to see
their ashtrays as half empty instead of
half full.They’re fuming because the ban
exempts bars and restaurants from com-
plying until 2010.

True, that gives
the powerful
Tavern League
of Wisconsin
— the principal
opponent of the
ban — more time
to try buying
legislators and
persuading them
to nix the bar ban
altogether.

But if the no-smoking crowd would see
its ashtray as half full, they would recog-
nize that public sentiment is so clearly
behind the ban — 70 percent of state
residents support it, according to one
poll — that lawmakers will have an even
harder time resisting the move in a year
than they’re having now.

If it takes one more year of smoky bars to
generate the political will needed to enact
this law, then proponents should lose the
battle in the interest of winning the larger
war.They should accept this compromise,
no matter how hard that might be.

And it is hard.We know that second-
hand smoke kills and causes or aggra-
vates myriad diseases.We know that
separating smokers from nonsmokers or
installing air filters has negligible effect
— everyone in the building still inhales
cancer-causing chemicals.We know that
it’s patently unfair to offer workplace pro-
tection against other hazardous chemicals
while ignoring the health concerns of
those in the hospitality industry.We know
that cigarettes are responsible for a huge
chunk of Wisconsin’s health care costs.

But the state is headed in the right direc-
tion with its multipronged attack on tobacco.

On Jan. 1, a new $1-per-pack tax increase
made smokes even more expensive and
more difficult for young people to afford.

According to Gov. Jim Doyle’s office, the
state smoking help line took 9,000 calls
from folks looking to quit during the first
week of the new year.That’s the same
number of calls it normally gets in an
entire year. In fact,Wisconsin is spending
$30 million during this biennium trying to
persuade smokers to give up smoking and
getting them help with kicking the habit.

The third prong is the statewide smoking
ban. Not only does it protect everyone from
a known workplace hazard, it’s one more
small encouragement for smokers to quit.

Almost half the states in this nation
already are smoke-free or on their way to
enacting smoking bans. Our neighbors in
Illinois and Minnesota already are there,
and if it takes another year for Wisconsin
to get there, so be it.

Now it’s time for clean-air proponents
not to quibble over a one-year delay, but
to work on Senate Majority Leader Russ
Decker, who ducked and weaved like
Mohammed Ali when the Daily Herald’s
Editorial Board asked him recently if he
would allow a vote on the proposal or side
with constituents who support it.

The Tavern League historically has sup-
ported Decker. It’s up to backers of the ban
to let him know that their voices are more
important than lobbyists’ money.

Decker can be reached at 608-267-9027
or Sen.Decker@legis.wisconsin.gov.

Then it’s on to the Assembly, which has
shown no inclination to take up the mea-
sure. Speaker Mike Huebsch is responsible
for directing legislation there. Let him
know your opinion at 608-282-3694 or e-
mail Rep.Huebsch@legis.wisconsin.gov.

Smoking foes won a victory this week.
Instead of trying to turn it into a defeat,
they should be building upon it and
accepting some compromise as political
reality.

Anti-smoking
forces can win
in compromise

Barack Obama is
the tipping-point
man, the meme
of the moment,

the miracle cure for that
chronic American malady:
feelin’ bad about things.

Obama may be “all
that,” as they say, but
let’s be clear: Americans
are in thrall not with
Obama, but with the idea
of Obama. His supporters
have endowed him with
near-mystical powers, not
unlike the old Hollywood
stereotype of the wise and
mystical black person who
materializes as a deus ex
machina to save the white
protagonist. Think Bagger
Vance.

As one who swooned
early over Obama — the
handsome bi-man of unity
— and wrote like a love-
drunk teenybopper nearly
four years ago, I’m familiar
with his spell. He’s got It
and it’s easy to be seduced
by a charming idea with a
dazzling smile.

But do Americans really
love Obama the executive?
Obama the commander in
chief? Obama the vetoer?
Obama the decider? (No
need to make comparisons
to George W. Bush. He’s
not running.)

Or do they merely love
Obama the fixer? The
change agent? The auda-
cious merchant of hope?

It’s all about hope, really.
And greatgodawmighty,

we do love
hope. Hope
fills the
chasm left
gaping and
raw by the
vicissitudes of
reality.

But hope is
not a policy.
Hope is the
prayer prof-
fered over a

lover’s sickbed; hope is the
farmer’s baleful eye cast
on a white sky; hope is
the captive breath as the
groom says, “I do.”

We all learn eventually
that hope takes you only
so far. The rest is hard
work and clear thinking.
Keeping hope alive is
dandy, but keeping your
wits is better.

Whether Obama is
surprised by the amaz-
ing grace he finds strewn
along his path is hard to
say, but he seems at ease
in his role as presumptive
savior. Whence the source
of the crowds’ adoration?

Politicians keep say-
ing that Americans want
leadership. Do they? Or is
it followership they crave?
Someone to attach their
needs to? To tote their
worries? To mirror their
better angels?

Whatever his qualifi-
cations for the job, the
crowds chanting “O-ba-ma,
O-ba-ma, O-ba-ma!” betray
an undertow of hysteria.

This is not the candidate
of reason, but of passion.
Of emotion. Sen. Good
Vibes.

A handful of voters may
have some passing knowl-
edge of Obama’s policy
positions, but it’s a safe bet
most couldn’t get past the
keywords “change” and
“hope” — and the refrain:
He was always against
the war. It’s pretty easy to
claim superior vision with
hindsight, especially when
your vote wasn’t required.

Mainly, an Obama presi-
dency allows Americans to
put a period at the end of
a very long sentence. With
a black president, the sins
of slavery are not forgiven
or forgotten, but we can
move along. Nothing left to
see here.

Obama smoothly, stra-
tegically and subtly mines
the well of white guilt.
In his acceptance speech
after his Iowa sweep
— which sounded an
awful lot like the speech
of a president, or at least
a nominee, rather than
the pick of a few sturdy
Iowans — Obama liber-
ated his inner Martin
Luther King.

Launching into the sing-
song cadences of King’s “I
Have A Dream” speech,
Obama crooned: “They
saaaaid. They saaaaid.
They saaaaid this day
would never come. They
saaaaid our sights were

set too high. They saaaaid
this country was too divid-
ed ... but on this January
night, at this defining
moment in history, you
have done what the cynics
said we couldn’t do.”

You don’t suppose he’d
been working on that
one, do you? And who are
“they“? Who said this day
would never come? Who
said whose sights were set
too high?

No one lately and no one
in Obama’s relatively gold-
en experience. Destined for
the historical audio files,
Obama’s speech was gran-
diose prose and inspiring
rhetoric. But what does
it mean? It means noth-
ing, but it sounded so
good, who wants to cause
trouble? We’re feelin’ good
for the first time in a while
and that’s what matters.

Obama isn’t just the
inevitable dream candi-
date. He is the self-object
of Oprah Nation, love child
of the therapeutic gen-
eration. What he brings
to the table no one quite
knows. But what he deliv-
ers to the couch is human
Prozac.

He may or may not
be the right man to fill
the Oval Office, but
Americans will feel too
good to notice.

Kathleen Parker’s e-mail
address is kparker@
kparker.com.

Feeling good isn’t good enough

Iam an 86-year-old
Merchant Marine
seaman of World
War II. On my first

trip, our ship had a cargo
of trains, planes and
bombs for bound Russia
via Iran. Our journey
took us through the
Panama Canal, down
the west coast of South
America around the Horn
with a stop at Capetown,
then through the Indian
Ocean, the Persian Gulf
and to Abadan, Iran.

Our speed was 8 knots
with the average tempera-
ture in the engine room of

128 degrees
Fahrenheit.
There was
no air con-
ditioning
then. On
our return,
our cargo
was baux-
ite, from
Surinam
to Mobile,
Ala. In the
Pacific, our

cargos were similar, but as
the war ended our cargo
shifted to Japanese pris-
oners.They were returned
to Tokyo.

Presently, I have been
seeking the support of
our senators, Herb Kohl
and Russ Feingold, from
Wisconsin to join the
other 53 senators who
have signed on as co-spon-
sors of Senate Bill S 961
— a belated thank you to
the Merchant Mariners
of World War II Act of
2007.These mariners suf-
fered the highest casualty
rate of any branch in the
military. For every 26
Merchant Mariners who
served, one was killed
in the line of duty. Sadly,
Kohl and Feingold seem
to be reluctant to sign as
co-sponsors.

A companion bill, HR
23, was passed unani-
mously by the U.S. House
of Representatives on
July 30.

There are approxi-
mately 10,000 surviving
Merchant mariners,
whose average age is 83.

We are hopeful that
Kohl and Feingold will
address this urgent
need and support our
cause.This bill is not an
entitlement, but rather a
belated acknowledgment
of the role Merchant
Mariners played in secur-
ing our victories in World
War II.

For more informa-
tion, please call the
Just Compensation
Committee at 800-545-
4173.

Walt Griffin of Wausau
is a 1943 graduate
of the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy.

Merchant
mariners
deserve
recognition
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I was just wondering if

anyone knows why the
Weston Power Plant has
been blowing off steam for
the last few days? Some
awful big blasts have
occurred since Saturday.

Seems to me it would take
a lot of coal to make that

much steam. Did they have
an extra few hundred tons to
get rid of so their state and
federal subsidies would kick
in? Too bad all that waste
couldn’t have been sold to
some other power company.

By the sound of it, there

was a lot of energy going
in to the wild, not-so-blue-
anymore, yonder.

Valgene LaPorte, just
blowing off steam!

Valgene R. LaPorte,
Schofield

What’s up
with power
plant venting?

On Dec. 10, the Wausau
Daily Herald published
a letter written by Roger
Sternot of Mosinee claim-
ing the Bible, the Ten
Commandments and a ses-
sion behind the woodshed
is a cure-all for crime.

I am wondering if this
procedure would have pro-
hibited the church shoot-

ings at the New Life Church
in Colorado Springs that
was founded by the Rev.
Haggard, who was fired last
year after a former male
prostitute alleged he had a
three-year cash-for-sex rela-
tionship with him.

Haggard, the then-
president of the National
Association of Evangelicals,
admittedcommittingundis-
closed sexual immorality.
The New Life Church is a
mega church with 10,000
members. Religion is noth-
ing more than immoral
big business venturing

that has divided and used
the human community for
profit for centuries.

Godism, religion, the
Bible and that hateful con-
fused Jesus mess is the
cause of most problems
that exist today.

The government of the
United States of America
is the finest institution in
the history of the world. I
believe the answer to the
problems in the United
States lies in not com-
pletely prohibiting religion
in the public realm and
allowing it to exist only

in churches and private
homes, providing religion
doesn’t attempt to contami-
nate the political realm.

In explanation, look
at the political-religious
climate today. They are
attempting to hijack one
of the greatest freedoms
America stands for — free-
dom from religion.

If one votes at all in 2008,
it will be difficult to decide
which religious reprobate
to vote for.

Alvin Shimek,
Irma

Religion cause
of problems,
not solution
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