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Wisconsin should abandon
its minimum markup law
on gasoline now that a
federal judge has ruled that
the law violates the US.
Constitution.

OUR OPINION

Let retailers
discount gas
N ow that a federal judge has declared Wisconsin's

minimum markup law unconstitutional, state lead-
ers should abandon this unnecessary government

mandate that increases gas prices for consumers.
Magistrate Judge William Callahan ruled Tuesday that

Wisconsin's minimum markup law violates the U.S. Consti-
tution because the state fails to actively monitor how much
retailers pay for gas.

Instead of hiring a bunch of state bureaucrats to take on
such a task, the state should respect the free market's ability
to increase competition and save consumers money.

The state's outdated
minimum markup law
requires service stations
to sell gasoline for about
9.2 percent more than the
wholesale price, with some
exceptions.

Judge Callahan noted
TUesday that the state has
not updated its required

minimum markup of 9.2 percent since 1998. Back then, gas
was selling at about $1 a gallon. That meant most retailers
had to markup gasoline at least 9 cents per gallon at the
pumps.

Since 1998, the price of gas has increased about 200
percent to around $3 a gallon, the judge noted. That means
the minimum markup is now 25 to 30 cents per gallon—a
giant increase the judge politely referred to as "curious."

There's no way the cost of business for service stations
has tripled in less than a decade. What's really going on here
is that the state is mandating higher prices—along with
higher profits.

That!s a perverse result for a law promoted as a consumer
protection measure. Since when do consumers need to be
protected from lower prices?

The minimum markup law, also called the Unfair Sales
Act, was designed to prevent big businesses from tempo-
rarily dropping prices to run smaller competitors out of the
market.

But instead, the law has become a tool for big companies
to demand that other big companies don't give consumers
a break

In the case before Judge Callahan, a Delaware corpora-
tion that owns the Lotus Travel Center in DeForest filed the
lawsuit claiming the Flying J truck stop in Black River Falls
was selling gas at too low of a price. The Flying J is owned by
a Utah corporation.

Rather than gouging consumers with an unnecessary
law, Wisconsin officials should drop the minimum markup
law on gasoline and instead allow existing federal law to
deter predatory pricing.

Federal anti-trust law already bans below-cost pricing if
it harms competition or consumers—yet it permits price
discounts if no harm exists.

The average price of gas in Wisconsin on Tuesday was
$2.83 a gallon, according to AM.

• State leaders should respect the judge's ruling and stop
propping up the price at the pumps.
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'Alumni' is the respectful term
R egarding Sunday's guest column by David McGrath on the term "retired," years ago

my husband and I hosted a visiting Swedish college professor. His English was quite
good, but he struggled a bit with esoteric words and did not know what to call our

citizens over age 60.
Finally, he came up with what I think is a wonderful name: alumni Most everyone values,

courts and understands that alumni are the backbone of many good things. I, for one, am
proud to be an alumna Long may we thrive!

—Marilyn Fayram, Madison

Homelessness not really a choice
It pained me to read again in a Saturday letter

to the editor the simplistic, old cliche that the
homeless just need skills training to secure jobs.

As a Green County disability benefit specialist,
I assist hundreds of people in their applications
for federal benefits. Many of them are homeless
or on the verge.

In my experience, most homeless people are
incapable of earning enough to provide homes
for themselves and their families because of
chronic mental or physical health issues. They
are often denied disability benefits, not because
they are not disabled, but because they cannot
provide medical documentation due to lack of
health insurance coverage.

And most homeless people who can work are
given training for low-paying jobs that do not
generate enough to pay for an apartment Most
of these low-paying jobs lack insurance coverage.
Add child care, gas, clothing, food, utilities and
other basic necessities and it becomes impos-
sible to support a family, even working two or
three of these jobs.

No one who is homeless chooses to be so.
Most people who can work and provide shelter
for themselves do so. What the homeless in our
country need is health insurance and job train-
ing, for those who are capable, in jobs that can
provide a wage to support them.

—KitWeintraub, Monroe

Students too smart for Freakfest

The fine students at UW-Madison who gained
admission based on academic credentials, extra
curricular activities and community service
have a unique opportunity to use their talents by
actively eliminating FreakfesL

Campus housing units should encourage resi-
dents to boycott the event and contribute some

of the money they would have spent being stupid
that evening to local shelters and pantries. They
could help the truly needy, reduce city costs to
babysit students during this event, reaffirm their
image as intelligent citizens, not simply spoiled
rich kids, and feel good about accomplishing
something worthwhile.

It's hard for taxpayers to accept that UW
tuition is unaffordable when thousands of stu-
dents seem to have the extra money to indulge
themselves to excess so often. In addition, most
student activists want peace in the world They
should demonstrate that intention on the local
level by simply boycotting the State Street cel-
ebration of Halloween.

—Jerry Darda, Madison

Reply on game day bus service

Regarding a recent letter on Metro Transit
service following the Sept 22 evening Badger
football game, the last regularly scheduled bus
on westbound route 2 traveled past University
Avenue and Breese Terrace at 10:59 p.m. while
the last regularly scheduled eastbound bus went
past that stop at 10:47 p.m. Both of these trips
were on time.

And Metro Transit provided extra buses for
that game. Since the time of the game's end was
uncertain, buses were dispatched as on-site
supervisors deemed appropriate. This extra
service was provided from about 11:25 p.m.
until just after midnight, both eastbound and
westbound.

On behalf of Metro Transit, I apologize for the
inconvenience experienced by the letter writer
and assure riders that Metro will schedule extra
service for each route operating in the Camp
Randall vicinity for future evening football
games. Go Badgers!

— Chuck Kamp,
Metro Transit general manager, Madison

I went to Baltimore and saw that it was good
I n Baltimore with friends

Sunday morning, a splen-
did fall day under blue

skies, we marched off to the
nearest church and found
ourselves in an old brown-
stone temple of 1852, wooden
box pews, stained glass on all
sides, old tiled floor, for a high
Anglican-Catholic Mass, a troop
of choristers in white, altar boys,
bearded priests in medieval
vestments, holy water and puffs
of smoke and bells and chanting
of scripture, precision bow-
ing and genuflecting, all rather
exotic for an old fundamental-
ist like me but deeply moving,
and it made me think about my
father, whose birthday was Oct.
12, and brought me to tears.

It was formal high Mass, none
of that hi-and-how-are-we-
all-doing-this-moming chum-
rniness, and the homily only
summarized the scripture texts
about healing, it didn't turn into
an essay on health care.
. Ten voices strong and true in

the choir and positioned as they
were under the great arch of the

GARRISON
KEILLOR

chancel, their tender poly-
phonic Kyrie and Gloria infused
the whole building with pure
kindness.

The singing was just heart-
breakingly good. There were less
than 30 of us in the pews, fewer
than the names on the prayer
list, and to hear "Behold, how
good and joyful it is; brethren, to
dwell together in unity" sung so
eloquently as the priests swung
to their tasks was to be present
in a moment of extravagant
grace that does not depend on
numbers or any other measure
of success for its meaning, just
as the Grand Canyon does not
depend on busloads of tourists
to be magnificent

Most of our brethren, bless

them, are off enjoying brunch
or reading the funnies or lifting
weights at the gym, and our
faithfulness does not make us
betterpeople.We simply hap-
pened to walk by and see this
vast canyon of God's love and
stand looking into it

Faithfulness was a guiding
principle in Dad's life. He was
the fifth of eight children of a
farmer and a schoolteacher on
a little farm on Trott Brook in
Minnesota.

Dad worked with his hands,
tending his garden, fixing his
cars, cutting and joining wood.
He was faithful to his family, to
the Ford Motor Company, and
also to his separatist theol-
ogy and visions of millennial
splendor.

If you are true to Christ and
separate yourself from this
world, you will be raised to
glory in paradise. My father was
faithful to this, even as his little
band of believers dwindled,
diminished by schism and by
escaping children, and I was
unfaithful.

I separated myself from the
separatists with my eyes open. I
wanted to live a big complicated
life and not sit in a closet I do
not repent of that, though I have
plenty else to repent of and am
sorry that it came between Dad
and me. There have been doz-
ens of people who happened to
sit next to me on airplanes over
the years who knew more about
me than my dad did. No more
his fault than mine.

Now I'm an old tired Demo-
crat, sick of this infernal war
that may go on for the rest of my
life and in which more of our
brethren will die miserably, both
American and Iraqi

I'm sick of politics today, the
cleverness and soullessness of
it I am still angry at Al Gore for
wearing those stupid sweaters
in 2000 and pretending he didn't
know Bill Clinton, and I am
angry at everyone who voted
for Ralph Nader. I hope the next
time they turn the key in the
ignition their air bags blow up.

But here in an old brownstone
church at an ancient ceremony,

there is a moment of separation
from all the griefs of this world.
Ten men and women are sing-
ing a cappella, "Bless the Lord,
O my soul, and all that is within
me bless his holy name," and
their voices drench us fugitive
worshippers kneeling, naked,
trembling, needy, in the knowl-
edge of grace, and when we
arise and go out into Baltimore,
the blessing follows us.

It followed me as I ate a dozen
oysters that afternoon and
hung around the library and
paid homage to HX. Mencken's
house on Union Square, that
hearty old sinner who said,
"Church is a place in which gen-
tlemen who have never been to
heaven brag about it to persons
who will never get there."

Thank you for your service
to our language, Henry. Thank
you for your life. Dad. And now
onward to November and the
first good snowfall and the first
day of ice-skating.

Keillor hosts public radio's "A Prairie
Home Companion" Saturday nights.

GUEST COLUMN

Don't drop
cigarette
tax in battle
over budget

By DR. MICHAEL FIORE

W ith the rhetoric sur-
rounding the late-by-
a-mile state budget

heating up, and in particular its
proposed $1.25 cigarette tax in-,,
crease, litde attention has been
paid to the health impact of this
proposal on smokers.

Given that
almost 1 mil-
lion of our
residents re-
main addicted
to tobacco,
will Wisconsin
smokers be-

fiore

Raising
taxes while
at the same
time pro-
viding the
$30 million
per year it
will take to
help every
smoker in
our state
successfully
quit is more
than fair
— it is the
only respon-
sible path to
taka

come victims
orvictorsina
final resolu-
tion?

As the 15-
year direc-
tor for the
UW Center
for Tobacco
Research and
Intervention
and a practic-
ing Wisconsin
physician for
almost two
decades, I
believe we
must ensure
that smokers
— those who
will pay for this
tax increase
— emerge as
victors.

This debate
brings the
possibility of
a historic con-
vergence.

Two propos-
als, a $1.25
per pack tax
increase and $30 million per ."
year to fund a comprehensive T
state tobacco control program ;
with most earmarked for help- -
ing smokers quit, have been
introduced by the governor
and embraced by legislators of"
both parties. This duo offers a
tremendous opportunity for -
improved health and well-be-
ing.

Why are both parts of this
proposal so essential? First,
tobacco kills, robbing more
than 7,000 Wisconsin families
of a loved one each year. An es-
timated 400,000 smokers in our
state will be killed prematurely
if they are unable to success-
fully quit.

By ensuring that the $1.25
per pack cigarette excise tax
increase is linked to the UiS.
Centers for Disease Control
recommended level for tobacco
control funding, at least $30
million per year in Wisconsin,
we can begin to turn the tide
of tobacco caused illness and
death.

Second, most smokers today
want to break free of tobacco,
and the tax increase by itself
will encourage almost 50,000
to quit

To address the issue of tax
fairness I offer this: How fair is
the current system that concen-
trates tobacco-caused illness
and death among so many
disadvantaged smokers in our
state seduced by low-priced
cigarettes and little help in quit-
ting?

Raising taxes while at the
same time providing the $30
million per year it will take to
help every smoker in our state
successfully quit is more than
fair—it is the only responsible
path to take.

Once we get that elusive bud-
get bill onto the governor's desk
— this week, next week?—I'm ^
hopeful it will include a victory*
for a healthy Wisconsin. £

The best way to do this is to Z
ensure we don't abandon smokf
ers.

Fiore is the director of the University of
Wisconsin Center for Tobacco Research
and Intervention.
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