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OUR OPINION

The Legislature should
approve the budget com-
promise announced Friday
—assuming no surprises
emerge. The Senate also
needs to quickly ban the
"Frankenstein" veto.

Budget deal
sounds OK
O ur stubborn state leaders have finally compro-

mised on Wisconsin's incredibly late budget
The fine print of the deal still needs careful

scrutiny. But the highlights announced Friday night appear
reasonable and worthy of support.

Assembly Speaker Mike Huebsch and other Republican
leaders successfully eliminated the Democrats' convoluted
attempts to tax hospitals and oil companies.

Taxing health care
providers would have
only made health services
more expensive for ordi-
nary people. And taxing
oil companies ultimately
would have raised prices at
the pumps—assuming the
scheme was even legal.

Yet one tax hike that
survived and makes a lot
of sense is the $l-per-pack

increase on cigarettes. Led by Gov. Jim Doyle and Senate
Majority Leader Judy Robson, Democrats wisely pushed to
more than double the cigarette tax. The extra revenue will
help pay for health costs related to smoking.

Another huge benefit of jacking up the price of cigarettes
is that teenagers will have a harder time affording them.

The Democrats also deserve credit for ensuring that
Wisconsin continues to invest heavily in education. Public
schools will get a $525 million boost, while state universities
will get $159 million more—including dollars for a growth
agenda important to Wisconsin's economy.

Doyle's big victory is a significant expansion of health in-
surance coverage for lower-income people and virtually all
children. Assuming his BadgerCare Plus proposal plays out
as he predicts, Wisconsin could become a leader in expand-
ing health care coverage to most of its population.

One worrisome move is the Legislature's and governor's
agreement to raid $200 million from the state patient com-
pensation fund. This will set up a potential budget gap two.
years from now— on top of financial problems created by
other accounting tricks.

How the budget, which covers spending from July 1,2007,
to June 30,2009, balances out remains td be seen.

Yet for now, Friday's compromise may be as good as it
gets with the current crew of politicians at the Capitol.

Wisconsin may even escape a Halloween scare from
Doyle's "Frankenstein" veto pen. Doyle said Friday he
would make only a few vetoes—not the elaborate and out-
rageous partial vetoes that create new law from scratch.

That means the Legislature should now ban the "Fran-
kenstein" veto. It's time for Sen. Fred Risser, D-Madison, to
finally send the ban to the full Senate for a vote. Then ordi-
nary citizens can have their say in a statewide referendum.
Risser has been using the budget standoff as an excuse for
inaction.

Voters needs to keep the pressure on for a return to good
government in Wisconsin. Our leaders need to get their
work done on time without juvenile stunts and irrespon-
sible gambles. Friday's budget compromise needs to be the
start of better things to come.
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Is school mascot worth offense?

I was surprised to see how many Wisconsin schools still use Indian mascots. As I think
back to high school, it's hard to think of things that have had less impact on my life than
the mascot. So far I've come up with the color of the school's floor and who was elected

to student council.
If something is offensive to any group, especially something based on race, why not

change it, since it is of no importance. Is it pride or tradition? That's a silly reason to offend
an entire race.

We don't have the right to tell other people what should or should not offend them.
—Adam M. Guess, Madison

Time for UW to consider fans Real life trumps 'Second Life'

With Saturday's and next weekend's Badger
football games televised only on the Big Ten
Network, fans accustomed to enjoying games on
cable will have only the radio to foUow the action.

The Big Ten Network launched their money-
making scheme before enrolling the large cable
TV providers that serve millions of fans. But,
the UW Athletic Department has a chance to
reward the fan loyalty that makes Badger sports
special.

The department now benefits from a 10-year
contract guaranteeing $7 million annually from
their partner in BTN — FOX Sports. They should
use that windfall to make the games available to
fans until the burgeoning network gets their act
together with our local cable company.

Streaming video over the Internet or returning
to the cable channels and local broadcasts previ-
ously used could take care of the blackout What's
unacceptable is for the fans to sufferwhile the
athletic department reaps extraordinary profits.
Use those profits to take care of the fans.

—Steve Holtzman, Madison

Angered by uniformed protesters

I was outraged at seeing law enforcement of-
ficers and firefighters in uniform while protesting
at the state Capitol. This action is a disgraceful
conflict of interest

Public safety services are required to remain
neutral. They represent authority in their com-
munities and, by wearing their uniforms, have
shown the state that if you do not side with them
politically, you may not receive equal treatment
as required by law. I hope the agencies that em-
ploy these personnel discipline them as I would
be disciplined if I wore my uniform to such a
protest

Any uniformed person should protest in civil-
ian clothes like anyone else, not in the uniform
representing their authority.

—James H Holmes, law student, Portage

The three dimensional video experience
"Second Life" is a virtual way of being who you
want to be, choosing who you want to befriend
and what you want to do for the rest of your
life. '

In my opinion, this "second life" takes time
away from real life. It's pointless to try to be
someone on a virtual site that will never ex-
ist The only way to be someone in a perfect
world is to actually do something about it in
this life.

People who join the "Second life" Web site
have one thing in common — they can be some-
one they're not They can risk something without
getting hurt Even though it's more painful in the
real world, we take risks every day. We let new
people into our lives, hoping they won't let us
down or reject us.

Why waste time controlling your virtual self
in a world that will never exist when you can
motivate yourself to change into the person
you want to be in this life? If you want some-
thing or someone, take that risk, hold nothing
back and go for it. That's what the Sims would
do.

—Autumn Lustgraaf, student,
Deforest Area High School

Tainted imports a growing threat

The list of tainted products imported from
China keeps growing. Antifreeze was detected in
a toothpaste shipment, and high levels of lead
were detected in lipstick and in painted children's
toys.

And now it's been reported by a Northern Cali-
fornia company that the No. 2 pencils shipped
to them from Shanghai have also been shown to
have a very high level of lead

When will the Bush administration take the
problem of tainted imports seriously? Can they
do nothing right?

—Bill Sumner, Madison

Ignoring Coulters invective just doesn't work
1already know what's going

to happen after I write this
column.

Someone is going to say, why
.rdidyou waste space condemn-
ing the latest drivel from the
mouth of Ann Coulter? Don't
you know she only says these
outrageous things to promote
her books? Why reward her with
attention?

The argument is not without
merit Coulter plays the news
media like Louis Armstrong
once played his comet. She is
a virtuoso of stage-managed
controversy. So there's some-
thing to be said for refusing to
play along, for ignoring her in
the hope that she will just go
away.

But some things only fester
and grow in the dark. Some
things use silence as assent

Last week, Coulter said that
in her perfect America, every-
one would be a Christian. She
said this to Donny Deutsch,
who was hosting her on his
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CNBC program, "The Big
Idea." Deutsch, who is Jewish,
expressed alarm.

Whereupon Coulter told
him Jews simply needed to be
"perfected"—Le., made to ac-
cept Jesus as savior. Which is, of
course, one of the pillars (along
with the slander of Christ's mur-
der) supporting 2,000 years of
pogroms, abuse and Holocaust

I suspect the reason some
people believe that kind of igno-
rance is best ignored is that they
find it difficult to take it seri-
ously, or to accept that Coulter
—or those who embrace her
—really believes what she says.
After all, this is not 1933, not

1948, not 1966. It is two-thou-
sand-by-God-oh-seven, post-
Seinfeld, post-Gore-Iieberman,
post-Schindler's list. We no
longer live in the era when open
anti-Semitism could find wide
traction. This is a different time.

But time, Martin Luther King
once observed, is neutral. Time
alone changes nothing. It is peo-
ple who make change in time.
Or not So you have to wonder
if this determined sanguinity
in the face of intolerance is not
ultimately an act of monumen-
tal self-delusion.

While some of us are cheer-
fully assuring one another that
They Don't Really Mean It, the
Southern Poverty Law Center
reports that the number of hate
groups in this country has risen
by a whopping 40 percent in just
the last seven years.

If you had spent those years,
as I have, jousting in print the
agents of intolerance, you would
not be surprised It would be
all but impossible to quantify,

but I've noted a definite spike,
not simply in the hatefulness of
some people, but in the willing-
ness to speak that hatefulness
openly and without shame.
What used to be anonymous
now comes with a name and
address.

Like Coulter, many of those
people find intellectual cover
under the cloak of conser-
vatism. It is a development
thoughtful conservatives (the
very need to use that qualifier
makes the case) ought to view
with alarm. For all that Colin
Powell, J.C. Watts, the presidents
Bush and others have done to
posit a friendly new "big tent"
conservatism. Coulter and oth-
ers have done even more to drag
the movement back toward
open intolerance.

That will be read as criticism
of conservatism, but I intend a
larger point After all, liberalism
has had its own unfortunate
extremes — the drug use of the
'60s, the Weather Underground,

the Symbionese Liberation
Armyand the like. The differ-
ence is, say what you will about
Michael Moore or Jesse Jack-
son, they are not pushing back
toward that which has been
discredited. Coulter is.

And if some of us are laughing
that off, not everybody is.

So this is not about bash-
ing conservatives. It is, rather,
about challenging them, and
all of us. Within living memory,
we have seen Jews in boxcars
and blacks in trees and silence
from those who should have
been shouting. They pretended
it wasn't happening until it
already had.

So, what about Ann Coulter?
What about the push-back
against diversity, pluralism and
tolerance, that she represents? I
keep hearing that we should just
ignore it

My point is, that's been tried
before. It didn't work.

Pitts writes for the Miami Herald.
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Wisconsin at
infrastructure
crossroads

By BARRY R. McCAFFREY

Over the past 25 years,
the U.S. population has
grown by a third, rising

from 226 million to 300 million.
The U.S. Census Bureau projects
that it will increase by another 60
million over the next 25 years. Our
economy, measured by gross do-
mestic product, has quadrupled
since 1980, going from about $3
trillion to $13 trillion.

However, our investment in
airports, highways, ports and rail
networks has not kept pace with
this growth.

According to a recent Urban
Land Institute report on infra-
structure, our nation spends less
than 1 percent of our GDP on our
infrastructure, compared with
China, which invests about 9 per-
cent of its GDE Without adequate
investment in infrastructure,
our economic growth cannot be
sustained.

Not surprisingly, our infrastruc-
ture is decaying.

In 2005, the American Society of
Civil Engineers gave our nation's
infrastructure an overall grade of
D, citing problems with airports,
bridges, dams, drinking water,
transit, handling of waste, naviga-
ble waterways and schools. ASCE
estimated that we must spend
S1.6 trillion over the next five years
to alleviate these problems.

Rapid growth and underfund-
ing for infrastructure also pose
challenges for WisconsirL Infra-
structure improvements must
become a top priority here and
across the country While several
regions of the state are experienc-
ing growth, southeast Wisconsin
and the Madison Beltline are most
at risk for a congestion collapse
within the next 10 years.

By 2020, Wisconsin businesses
will ship $500 billion of domes-
tic freight to, from or within the
state. International shipments
will double current levels by 2020.
Without adequate investment,
all this freight will be put into a
system that cannot meet current
demands.

Communities in this region
as well as across the state must
decide how to fund transporta-
tion projects that are essential to
continued growth and conges-
tion relie£ These projects include
the Milwaukee Connector, the
Interstate 94 north-south corridor
reconstruction, Highway41 re-
construction and improvements
to the Madison Beltline.

Similar challenges elsewhere
have resulted in new thinking
across the country State andlocal
governments are passing legisla-
tion that allows marketplace
forces of supply and demand to
create new funding streams such
as public-private partnerships,
variable tolls and congestion
pricing.

While such solutions will not fit
every situation, over the long term
simply relying on the gas tax—at
any feasible level—will not ad-
equately address the magnitude
of infrastructure issues we face.

During the debate that resulted
in the repeal of gas-tax indexing in
Wisconsin, many legislators stated
they did not oppose adequately
funding transportation as long as
it was subject to a vote.

With each passing day, it
becomes more critical that they
take that vote. The governor and
Wisconsin Senate Democrats
have proposed a tax on oil com-
pany profits with the proceeds
dedicated to transportation.

Assembly Republicans have of-
fered transportation fee increases
to ensure that users pay for system
improvements.

It is clear policymakers under-
stand the need to invest in trans-
portation infrastructure. Triey
must find compromise solutions
to meet the immediate and future
needs ofWisconsin's growing
economy.

Now is the time to agree on a
plan, priorities and funding to
reduce congestion, improve safety
and keep international trade mov-
ing through Wisconsin.

McCaffrey is a retired Army general and
chairman of HNTB Federal Services.
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