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by Scott Wente

Minnesota  Gov. Tim
Pawlenty supports Wisconsin
Gov. Jim Doyle’s effort to

adopt a statewide smoking ban'

in his state, highlighting an
issue on which the executives
from opposing political parties
agree.

Pawlenty, a Republican,
supported the near-complete
statewide ban on smoking in
public places that Minnesota
lawmakers passed last year.
He said the issue can be con-
troversial, but said the ban is
widely supported and is curb-
ing interest in smoking.

“I think the track record in
every community or region or
state that has passed this pret-
ty quickly reveals itself to be a
positive change overall,” he
said Wednesday.

Pawlenty said Minnesota’s
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Wisconsin Gov. Jim Doyle said his state should follow
Minnesota’s lead and adopt a statewide smoking ban: in public
places. Doyle met Wednesday with Minnesota Gov.Tim Pawlenty,
right, in St. Paul primarily to discuss energy issues.

ban, in effect since October,
has been a success, though he
added there have been a few
exceptions to the mostly
smooth transition. He praised

Democrat Doyle’s effort.
Doyle said he does “not
want to see his state become
the ashtray of the Midwest,”
and that Wisconsin legislators
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should vote on the proposal in
coming weeks.

“You know that this entire
country will be smoke-free in
public places in the coming
years,” he said.

Wisconsin should follow
Minnesota’s lead, Doyle said.

“I'm glad the Packers took
care of the Vikings this year,
but in the world of smoking
bans you guys won,” he said.

Their comments came dur-
ing a news conference at the
Minnesota Capitol in St. Paul,
where Pawlenty and Doyle
met to discuss energy issues.

Earlier in the week, a
Wisconsin Senate committee
approved a weakened version
of Doyle’s smoking ban pro-
posal. The revised plan delays
until 2010 the ban’s imple-
mentation in bars and restau-
rants.

The Wisconsin
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Lieague has led the opposition
to Doyle’s plan. Businesses
say they would lose money
under a statewide ‘gmoking
ban.

When Minnesota’s ban was
debated by lawmakers last
year, critics said it would
encourage some smokers to
take their business to neigh-
boring states without a similar
ban.

Doyle said Wisconsin estab-
lishments located near the
Minnesota border are seeing
less business.

“Once places go'smoke free;
people really like it,” he said.
“I'm not so sure our bars that
are smoke-filled bars are
going to do very well com-
pared to the smoke-fre bars in
Minnesota.”




