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LETTERS

We welcome your comments.
Only submissions that include

your name, address and day and
evening phone numbers, and
that are verified by the Marshfield
News-Herald, can be considered
for publication.

Letters to the editor should
be 300 or fewer words. Guest
columns should be 500 or fewer
words. All submissions may be
edited for length, accuracy and
clarity.

Send all submissions by log-
ging on to marshfieldnews-
herald.com, e-mail to editor@
marshfieldnewsherald.com, fax to
715-387-4175 or mail to P.O. Box
70, Marshfield, WI 54449.

Letters to the editor and guest
columns and articles submit-
ted to the News-Herald may be
published or distributed in print,
electronic or other forms.
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Anti-smoking
forces win with
compromise

P roponents of a statewide workplace smok-
ing ban won a major victory this week
when a state Senate committee approved
a measure that would ban smoking almost

everywhere in 2009.
Yet those proponents continue to see their ashtrays

as half empty instead of half full. They’re fuming
because the ban exempts bars and restaurants from
complying until 2010.

True, that gives the powerful Tavern League of
Wisconsin — the principal opponent of the ban —
more time to try buying legislators and persuading
them to nix the bar ban altogether.

But if the no-smoking crowd would see its ash-
tray as half full, they would recognize that public
sentiment is so clearly behind the ban — 70 percent
of state residents support it, according to one poll
— that lawmakers will have an even harder time
resisting the move in a year than they’re having now.

If it takes one more year of smoky
bars to generate the political will need-
ed to enact this law, then proponents
should lose the battle in the interest of
winning the larger war. They should
accept this compromise, no matter how
hard that might be.

And it is hard. We know that second-
hand smoke kills and causes or aggra-
vates myriad diseases. We know that
separating smokers from nonsmokers
or installing air filters has negligible
effect — everyone in the building still
inhales cancer-causing chemicals. We know that
it’s patently unfair to offer workplace protection
against other hazardous chemicals while ignoring
the health concerns of those in the hospitality indus-
try. We know that cigarettes are responsible for a
huge chunk of Wisconsin’s health care costs.

But the state is headed in the right direction with
its multipronged attack on tobacco.

On Jan. 1, a new $1-per-pack tax on cigarettes
made them even more expensive and more difficult
for young people to afford.

According to Gov. Jim Doyle’s office, the state smok-
ing help line took 9,000 calls from folks looking to
quit during the first week of the new year. That’s the
same number of calls it normally gets in an entire
year. In fact, Wisconsin is spending $30 million dur-
ing this biennium trying to persuade smokers to give
up smoking and getting them help with kicking the
habit.

The third prong is the statewide smoking ban. Not
only does it protect everyone from a known work-
place hazard, it’s one more small encouragement for
smokers to quit.

Almost half the states in this nation already are
smoke-free or on their way to enacting smoking bans.
Our neighbors in Illinois and Minnesota already are
there, and if it takes another year for Wisconsin to
get there, so be it.

Now it’s time for clean-air proponents not to quibble
over a one-year delay, but to work on Senate Majority
Leader Russ Decker, who ducked and weaved like
Mohammed Ali when asked recently if he would
allow a vote on the proposal or side with constituents
who support it.

The Tavern League historically has supported
Decker. It’s up to backers of the ban to let him know
that their voices are more important than lobbyists’
money.

Decker can be reached at 608-267-9027 or Sen.
Decker@legis.wisconsin.gov.

Then it’s on to the Assembly, which has shown no
inclination to take up the measure. Speaker Mike
Huebsch is responsible for directing legislation there.
Let him know your opinion at 608-282-3694 or by e-
mailing Rep.Huebsch@legis.wisconsin.gov.

Smoking foes won a victory this week. Instead of
trying to turn it into a defeat, they should be building
upon it and accepting some compromise as political
reality.

— Wausau Daily Herald
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Wishes of town of McMillan residents fall on deaf ears
Editor: The citizens of the

town of McMillan township
convened Dec. 4 to vote on
the mil rate for 2007-2008
and to approve $447,737.95
in requested funds for the
highway budget.

The mil rate was reduced to
$3.50, voted on and passed by
a 66 to 36 margin. Secondly
a motion was made to grant
funds for the Highways in
excess of the state legal limit
therefore keep the requested
funds in the highway depart-
ment. This motion passed
overwhelmingly, 96 to 6-
Supervisor McGivern voting
with the majority.

The following week the
town board met to approve
the new adjusted-budget
needed to meet the mil rate
income. In direct opposition
to the citizen vote the pre-
vious week, Dave McGivern
read a written motion to take
the $204,000 reduction out
of the highway department
funds.

Supervisor Robert Wegner
asked Dave McGivern, “Why
the flip-flop?”

Dave McGivern did not
respond but rather Blair
Watt responded, briefly
summarized, that the funds
would be taken out of the
designated highway depart-
ment account (X39).

I have followed McMillan’s
budget process the past
three years. The $204,000
could have been taken from
account X28 and X51 and
not affected public safety or
services, verified the night
of the mil rate vote by the
fire department in response
to direct questions from the
audience. There is also more
than $270,000 in the X51
sinking fund (the result of
over taxation not approved
by the township) that could
have also been used.

According to discussion
during the motion, with-
drawing the funds from the
highway department is the
choice of Blair Watt and Dave
McGivern. Again the people’s
wishes for the township are
not being listened to.

I am writing this letter in

response to calls and ques-
tions directed to me regard-
ing what occurred the night
of the adjusted-budget meet-
ing.

BARB TETZLAFF
M333 Highway E

Don’t buy dogs
from puppy mills

Editor: I too attended the
dog auction in Thorp in
September. I was one of the
protesters. The look on the
dogs’ faces, and knowing
all too well how these dogs
live, is enough to break your
heart in half, and feel so
much anger that you know
you have to do something.

These dogs come from
puppy mills. They live out
their lives in wire cages,
sometimes without room to
turn around.

The floor of these cages are
wire also. How would you
like to stand or lay on that
all of your life?

These animals are not
loved, cared for, exercised
or enjoyed. Dogs need to be
active. These dogs are so
stressed from being caged
that they chew off their own
or their puppies’ tails and
paws. Dogs need to have
something to do.

They are fed just enough
food to keep them able to
breed. This is abuse. What
kind of person thinks this is
acceptable? This is done for
profit.

Please do not give your
money to these abusers.
There are reputable breed-
ers out there. Please do your
homework. Let’s stop this
abuse. Do not let these peo-
ple get away with this.

Let’s take a stand. Please
plan and think before you
decide to get a dog. Visit a
pet shelter. Yes, they are a lot
of work, but the rewards are
so great. If you don’t or can’t
see that, or if you have a dog,
but just leave it chained up

in the back yard and don’t
pay attention to it, it’s best
if you don’t have one. It’s not
right and it’s not fair to the
dog.

There is a lot of informa-
tion about puppy mills
online. Please take the time
to educate yourself about
this horrible practice.

GERALYN WILSON
601 S. Sycamore Ave.

Clean sidewalks
during winter

Editor: What a sad time of
year this must have been for
our troops’ families, know-
ing that President Bush is
responsible for the deaths of
their loved ones because he
lied to justify the invasion of
Iraq. He’s like the Energizer
bunny going from country to
country, telling the heads of
state what they should and
shouldn’t do.

When, in any previous
wars we’ve fought, have our
troops’ families and loved
ones had to send protection,
such as armor for them and
their vehicles, so they didn’t
come home in body bags. As
it is, our troops are not being
taken care of, mentally or
physically, when they return.
There is an epidemic in sui-

Editor: I would like to
remind people to clean their
sidewalks off in the winter
for those of us who like to
walk or need to walk and
can’t afford to go to the mall
or the YMCA.

I almost slipped several
times. I am at the age where
if I fell, I could break a bone
or a hip. So, please, clean
your sidewalks.

CHRISTINE WEBER
1402 S. Palmetto Ave.

Sad time for our
troops, families

cide deaths, twice as high
for military vets as non-vets.
Nineteen million dollars in
waste in the Air Force. How
do you fund a war without
funding the vets and where
is Bush?

Isn’t it ironic that they
tried to impeach a president
over his sexual affairs, but
not impeach a president who
deliberately lied to take us
to war?

My biggest lament is,
whatever happened to
Woodward and Bernstein?
By that I mean, what hap-
pened to reporters who care
about important issues like
how many of our troops and
civilians are being shot up
or killed by IEDs or bullets
instead of whether or not
Britney Spears gets to keep
her youngsters.

And will someone please
tell George that there are
more words in the English
language than “I’ll veto it.”

God bless our troops and
God bless America.

JOANIE GIBBONS
Granton

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Saturday, Jan. 12, the 12th day of 2008. There
are 354 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Jan. 12, 1948, the Supreme Court, in Sipuel v. Board

of Regents of University of Oklahoma, ruled that states
could not discriminate against law-school applicants on
the basis of race.

On this date:
In 1519, Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I died.
In 1773, the first public museum in America was orga-

nized, in Charleston, S.C.
In 1915, the U.S. House of Representatives rejected a

proposal to give women the right to vote.
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