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Gov. Jim Doyle addresses a group of about 50 people, mostly public and health care officials, Wednesday morn-
ing, Jan. 9, at Pier 500 restaurant and bar in Hudson. Anti-smdking forces say Wisconsin will become known as
“"the ashtray of the Midwest" if it doesn't adopt a ban in all public places.

Governor calls for
ree Wisconsin

Urges Legislature to act during stop in Hudson

By Randy Hanson

rhanson@rivertowns.net

Gov. Jim Doyle called on peo-
ple to urge their state legislators
to approve a statewide smoking
ban in all public places during a
stop at Pier 500 restaurant in
Hudson Wednesday morning,
dJan 9.

“Whether you like the ban or
don't like the ban, it is going to
happen,” he said. “The entire
United States will be smioke-free
at some time.”

Doyle said he favors an imme-
diate ban on indoor public smok-
ing to the gradual ban that
passed the state Senate
Committee on Public Health by
a 3-2 vote on Tuesday, Jan. 8.

The ban approved by the
Senate committee wouldn’t
apply to bars and restaurants
until Jan. 1, 2010. Smoking
would be prohibited in other
worlkplaces and public buildings
starting Jan. 1, 2009.

The Democratic governor said
ending indoor public smoking is

the final step of a three-step
strategy to confront the dangers
of tobacco.

The first step, he said, was
raising the ‘cigavette tax by $1
per pack, which was approved
by the Legislature last October
as part of the 2007-09 state
budget. The Legislature also
dedicated $30 million over the
biennium to helping people quit
smoking, which Doyle said was
the second step of his plan.

He said opponents of the cigas
rette’ tax increase who argued
that it wouldn't cause anyone to
quit smoking were wrong.

In the first week after the tax
was implemented on Jan. 1, the
Wisconsin Tobacco Quit Line
took calls from 9,000 smokers,
he said, which was equal to the
number of calls it received for all
of 2007.

“The tax does work and we
know it works,” he said.

Doyle related that he had
tuned in to a talk radio program
in which the host was criticizing
the tax increase, saying it

wouldn't cause people to stop
smoking, only to receive several
phone calls from smokers who
said they would quit because of
it.

About 50 people, mostly pub-
lic officials and proponents of
the ‘gmioking ban; attended the
gathering. Doyle came to
Hudson from St. Paul, where he
had spent part of the morning
with Minnesota Republican Gov.
Tim Pawlenty talking about a
regional strategy to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and
promote the production of
renewable sources of energy.

He was welcomed to Hudson
and introduced by Pier 500
owner Andy Kron.

Kron indicated that he wasn’t
necessarily a supporter of the

smoking ban, but said he wel-

comed the opportunity to learn
more about the pr oposed legisla-
tion. Pier 500 already is smoke-
free’until after 10 p.m. each day.

See GOVERNOR Page 34
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