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OUR VIEW

One smart
tax increase
The budget passed by the Joint

Finance Committee retained the
$1.25 per pack increase in tax on a

pack of cigarettes proposed by Gov. Jim
Doyle. Republican leadership in the state
legislature has said they won't pass a
budget with a tax increase, but this is one
increase that should be embraced.

The increase would bring Wisconsin taxes
to $2.02 per pack on cigarette — a daunting
sum. And that's the point. Studies have

shown price is an influ-
ence on how much smok-
ers already hooked
smoke, and more impor-
tantly, it's a deterrent for
young smokers; how
much better that they
decide they'd rather
spend their money on

something else and never start. According to
the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, the cig-
arette tax increase could result in 42,000
adults in Wisconsin dropping the habit, and
even more significantly, the state could
expect 20 percent fewer young people to start
in the first place. The U.S. Institute of Medi-
cine estimates there are 440,000 deaths each
year in the United States related directly to
tobacco use, and we spend $89 billion each
year in smoking-related health costs.

The proposed tax increase would be fun-
neled directly to fund smoking cessation and
anti-tobacco efforts and the rest used to offset
smoking-relating expenses taxpayers are
funding through Medicaid.

Atax increase? Yes, Hopefully 0Pfe4toJi3feiU)
put itself out business by acting as a deter-
rent.

Increase
in cigarette
tax could
mean fewer
smokers in
the future

Wasting time with flawed immigration bill

YOUR VIEW

Reckless drivers abound

Acar passed me, then
approached an earth
mover on a low boy

by the Bibon Bridge. By
slowing down three miles
per hour, they could have
let the truck clear the
bridge. Instead, they barely
squeezed by it on the
bridge.

A car passed me by Drum-
mond The driver didn't have a
prayer of getting back in
before he hit an oncoming car
head-on. I left the road imme-
diately to let him back in. He
made it to Ashland before
Ashland city or county got
him.

Cars run stop signs to get in
front of me to go two blocks
and slam on the brakes in
front of my truck to make a
left turn.

All of the above drivers use
the T intersection.

People are taking sleeping
pills and going for drives,
unbeknownst to them Check
your mileage at night — you
may be one of them. These
people use the T."

What's the Ashland mayor
doing giving advice on rural

problems? Wrong county, any-
way. If he wants to ponder
over road repair, I can show
him streets in Ashland to pon-
der. Next thing you know we'll
end up with a tunnel out there!

People love roundabouts? I
hail from Rice Lake. They'll
agree: The middle of a high-
way isn't any place for an
amusement park.

If you want to slow traffic
down, signs work fairly well.
A section of plowed field
always slowed us down on the
Old Oliver, and it's less confus-
ing and costly.

If you people think you can
stop accidents, take a shot at
stopping sin. Some people just
drive until they crash. Put in
an overpass and they'll land
on someone. Elevating traffic
only gives them a downhill run
into an accident

Maybe we need an imprint
of four tires, like they do for
kids with two footprints,
telling them to stop and look
both ways.

Allen Halverson
Mellen

Holsinger is man for the job

The objections to Dr.
Holsinger's nomina-
tion as surgeon gener-

al by groups such as the
Human Rights Campaign
and other homosexual
advocacy groups reveal
how such groups seek to
use "gay" ideology to pre-
vail over scientific fact.

Homosexuality is not
benign, like being left-handed
— homosexuality can kill you!
Homosexual men make up 2.8
percent of the population
(Lawrence vs. Texas) but
have 61 percent of the
HIV/AIDS cases (CDC,
Atlanta). This, by itself, should
be enough to convince every-
one that homosexual behavior
is bad for your health, and Dr.
Holsinger was correct in
revealing this fact Would we
allow the tobacco industry to
object to Holsinger's nomina-

tion if he was known to have
said that smoking is bad for
your health? I sincerely think
not!

I believe homosexuality is a
behavior, not an identity. The
"sexual identity" myth was
concocted by Marshall Kirck
and Erastus Pill in their docu-
ment, "The Overhauling of
Straight America," in which
they suggest using the "gay
identity" concept to hyack the
civil rights laws. Downloading
this document would be an
interesting thing to read.

We need a surgeon general
who is willing to tell the truth,
even if it offends some people.
Dr. Holsinger sounds like the
man for the job. Truth is hate
to those who hate the truth.

Robert L. Senne
Butternut

More antics
still to come

WASHINGTON —
Harry Reid, the
Senate's majori-
ty leader and

resident Uriah Heep, affect-
ed 'umble and syrupy sad-
ness about the Senate's
inability to pass the immi-
gration bill that he pulled
from the floor last Thurs-
day evening for a transpar-
ently meretricious reason.
Saying the Senate's time
was too precious to expend
on what would have been
limited debate on a limited
number of Republican
amendments to the bill,
Reid vowed: "Everyone
that's been home, there are
two issues that are fore-
most in their minds: Num-
ber one is the Iraq War and
number two are gas prices.
We're going to deal with
that as soon as we finish
with this immigration legis-
lation."

So the Senate took Friday
off, wasted Monday in the
predictable futility of failing
to pass a nonbinding nullity, a
resolution expressing consti-
tutionally irrelevant lack of
confidence in the attorney
general, then debated lower-
ing gasoline prices — or cool-
ing the planet; or something
— by spending taxpayers'
money to raise food prices. It
took up legislation to quintu-
ple the mandated use of most-
ly corn-based ethanol, which
already has increased Ameri-
cans' food bills $14 billion in
the last 12 months. For such
silliness, Reid scuttled the
bipartisan attempt to improve
the eminently improvable^1

immigration status-quo. -
1 Sefefiffrom both parties'"
who are trying to resuscitate
the bill surely read last week-
end's Rasmussen poll record-
ing public approval of Reid
(19 percent) far below the
president's pathetic 36 per-
cent Democrats who control
this floundering and roundly
disapproved Congress are
paying a painful price for the
pleasure of defeating every-
thing that could be construed
as in any way an achievement

Mp^wtmwffa*-*

FIRST
LAST

by the president
Granted, Reid is just one

reason for the immigration
legislation's parlous condi-
tion. Another reason is that
lessons from 14 years ago
have been forgotten.

In his new biography of
Hillary Clinton, "A Woman in
Charge," Carl Bernstein
recalls April 23-25, 1993, the
94th, 95th and 96th days of
the Clinton administration,
when the president and Mrs.
Clinton attended a retreat
with Senate Democrats in
WiUiamsburg. It was already
clear that the Clintons were
-not going to fulfill their prom-
ise, t o , present "comprehen-
sive" health care legislation
within their first 100 days.
Bernstein reports that two of
the most respected and, for
Mrs. Clinton's purposes, most
important senators, Pat
Moynihan and Bill Bradley
(both were on the Finance
Committee, which would han-
dle her legislation; Moynihan
was chairman), were appalled
by her highhandedness.

Bradley asked her if the tar-
diness in delivering her bill

would complicate passage by
making the bill competitive
with other legislative goals,
and he suggested that some
substantive changes in her
proposal might be necessary.
Bernstein writes:

"No, Hillary responded
icily, there would be no
changes because, delay or
not, the White House would
'demonize' members of Con-
gress and the medical estab-
lishment who would use the
interim to alter the adminis-
tration's plan or otherwise
stand in its way."

Bradley and Moynihan
heard this, Bernstein says,
"with disgust and distrust"
Her plan never even came to a
vote in a Congress controlled
by her party.

like her plan, the recent
immigration legislation had
three handicaps. First, it was
drafted in secret—and unlike
her bill, the immigration bill
was not the subject of hear-
ings that could have clarified
such fundamental matters as
whether immigrants are net
drains on, or contributors to,
the fiscal health of federal,
state and local governments.
Second, like many compre-
hensive "solutions" to large,
intricate problems that are
susceptible to incremental
ameliorations, the immigra-
tion bill, like the Clintons'
health care bill, was present-
ed as a package so finely cali-
brated and exquisitely bal-
anced that any significant
change would, as Shake-

speare said:
Take but degree away,

untune that string,
And, hark! what discord

follows.
Third, people skeptical

about the legislation were, if
not demonized, cast as bigots
or, at best, people uninterest-
ed in doing "the right thing for
America" (President Bush).

Perhaps Reid, in his rush to
truncate debate, was being
chivalrous toward Speaker
Nancy Pelosi. Suppose Senate
Republicans agree to expedit-
ed handling of the legislation
so the Senate can get on with
whatever folly Reid next con-
siders urgent business. And
suppose 60 senators can force
a final vote on a bill that
retains the most important
provisions — increased bor-
der security and electronic
identity verification. Many
businesses, which profit from
being magnets for illegal
immigration, think being part
of law enforcement is an
intolerable nuisance, which is
heartening evidence that
workplace enforcement
might work.

If the Senate passes a bill,
immigration then becomes a
hot potato for the House,
where 61 of Pelosi's Democ-
rats represent Republican-
leaning districts (Bush car-
ried them). Hark! what dis-
cord will follow. What fun.

George Will's e-mail
address is georgewill@wash~
post.com.

COMMENTARY

Pressuring China may end the violence

Three years ago, President
George W. Bush correctly
termed the crisis in Sudan a
"genocide." And the nation

waited for action. As hundreds of
thousands of innocent people were
murdered and millions more were dis-
placed, the world waited on us for
further action. Now, the president
seems willing to do more than talk
tough.

Bush, still trying to regain his political
footing at home and abroad, has put for-
ward tough new sanctions against the
rogue regime in Sudan. His attempts to
resuscitate the administration's plan to
end the violence in Sudan are admirable
and much welcomed. But is it enough?

Members of Congress, away for a
week to rest up before tackling the annu-
al appropriation bills and immigration
reform, reacted cautiously to the White
House statement Some would like to see
the administration place tougher sanc-
tions on the Sudanese government They
want Bush to use whatever political cap-
ital he has left to get the U.N. Security
Council to help hit the Sudanese govern-
ment where it hurts most, its oil industry.

As Congressman Donald Payne, D-
N. J., a high-ranking member of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee and chairman
of the Subcommittee on Africa and Glob-
al Health, stated this week: "It is simply
unconscionable that Khartoum has been
allowed to dictate the actions of the
international community." The adminis-
tration's renewed focus, Payne said, is "a
small step in the right direction but a far
cry from what's needed to save the peo-
ple of Darfur."

To make matters worse, Sudan's Presi-
dent Omar Al-Bashir has stalled imple-
mentation of the U.N. plan to which he
agreed last November, seeking a larger
African military force combined with
U.N. technical and logistical support
Last week, the United Nations and
African Union structured a hybrid peace-
keeping plan involving at least 23,000
highly mobile troops and police "capable
and ready to deter violence," who would

DONNA
BRAZILE

be backed by aerial surveillance and
equipment designed to move troops
expeditiously. The plan awaits approval
by the Sudanese government

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., and
Sen. Barack Obama, D-fil, and other
leaders on the Hill reacted swiftly to
Bush's statement Many wonder whether
his new emphasis can force the govern-
ment to halt killing or whether Bush was
trying to score some political points
before attending the G-8 Summit starting
June 6 in Germany.

Sudan has weathered almost a decade
of economic sanctions, bypassing previ-
ous attempts to place international pres-
sure on its murderous practices. Unless
the administration is willing to help
break the partnership between China and
Sudan's president, the genocide will con-
tinue.

Sudan has become wealthy from oil
revenues, and China has become one of
its largest investors. The Chinese are
involved actively in Sudan's economy,
including the construction of oil
pipelines, and they have become one of
Sudan's largest trading partners. During a
state visit in February, China's President
Hu Jintao agreed to write off $80 million
in Sudanese public debt China also
promised to give Sudan an interest-free,
unconditional loan of $13 million for
infrastructure projects, including a new
presidential palace. That's right, a new
palace for a president who appears
unwilling to stop the violence against his
own people.

It's time the administration pressures
China to stop sucking up to the Sudanese
government If China refuses to do the

right thing, perhaps we all need to follow
the example of Obama, who earlier this
year announced that he and his wife
would divest their investment portfolio
of any Sudan-related financial holdings.

The Save Darfur Coalition welcomed
many aspects of the president's new "get
tough on Sudan" policy, but is worried
that the administration will not put the
resources behind efforts to monitor,
track and penalize those who are still
doing major business in Sudan, which
includes many Chinese firms and some
based here in America.

like the crisis in Iraq, where scores of
civilians are dying needlessly in a sectar-
ian war, the situation in Darfur has
become one of the most important
humanitarian crises facing the interna-
tional community. It requires more than a
fresh new statement from the president;
it also requires leadership by calling on
other nations to shun Sudan and to stop
feeding its oil industry.

I admire what Obama did in putting his
checkbook where his heart is and divest-
ing. We should all look at how we can
impose our own sanctions against the
Sudanese government To identify invest-
ments or retirement funds doing busi-
ness in Sudan, use the mutual-fund
screening tool on the Web site of the
Sudan Divestment Task Force
(www.sudandivestmeritorg/screener.asp
). Obama's team has stated that it's one
of the most reliable and acceptable ways
to screen for Sudan-related holdings. It's
the least we can do.

It's too late to save the hundreds of
thousands already dead, but we can still
make a difference in the lives of those
displaced and perhaps save others from
further harm I'm glad the president is
willing to do more than talk tough, but
it's time for everyone to start walking the
walk and divesting completely from
Sudaa

DonnaBrazile is apolitical commen-
tator on CNN, ABC and NPR, contribut-
ing columnist to Roll Call, the newspa-
per of Capitol Hill, and former cam-
paign manager for Al Gore.
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