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Church has
mistreated mom 
Dear Editor,

Mrs. Ann Mitchell, my mother,
began a distinguished teaching
career at New Richmond High
School in 1984. In 1992, she was
awarded the Wisconsin Home
Economics Teacher of the Year
award.

She took a pay cut in response to
a call to become principal and
administrator at St. Anne School in
Somerset. Since she began leading
the school, the enrollment grew from
113 to 192. The school community
has systematically added and sus-
tained three additional grades, they
have added on a new wing, along
with courses specializing in foreign
language, art, music — along with
an eighth-grade career unit taught
by Mitchell herself. Consistently
ranked high academically, it is no
question this school has become suc-
cessful.

In 2003, she was awarded the
Administrator of Distinction award
from the Wisconsin Council of
Religious and Independent Schools.
In 2005, she also received an award
presented by Father Philip Juza
himself, awarding her as the
Distinguished alum of St. Anne
School, the school she now serves.

On Wednesday, Feb. 14, Mrs. Ann
Mitchell was given a letter indicat-
ing that Father Phillip Juza intend-
ed not to renew her contract due to
insubordination. No doubt any who
know her find this laughable at best. 

Supporters bombarded the bishop
with letters, calling for her rein-
statement, or at least an investiga-
tion as to the truth of Father Phil’s
allegations. The school receives only
28 percent of its funding from the
parish, and the remainder — 72 per-
cent — comes by way of tuition and
fund-raising activities. 

Less than one week later, the
bishop wrote a letter included in the
parish bulletin, that though he
received many letters conveying
“anger, dismay and resentment,” he
would be “upholding” Father Phil’s
decision. He effectively ignored the
concerns, needs and requests of his
own parishioners — the sheep of his
flock. 

Father Phil and Bishop Fliss have
chosen to abuse their personal
power, ignore the interests of the
community, ignore the consequences
to the children, and exercise their
will over a principal who has dedi-
cated tireless hours and years to the
success of their school. 

As an alumnus of St. Anne School,
I am shocked. As a Catholic, I am
saddened. As Ann Mitchell’s son, I
am angered.

I pray that all parties involved
will work towards a solution that
will help protect the interests of the
children, as well as strengthen

rather than undermine the commu-
nity of St. Anne School.

Dominic Mitchell
Hudson 

Displeased
with NH vote 
Dear Editor,

In February of 2006 a residents
survey was mailed out to the citi-
zens of North Hudson. The content
of the survey was a result of a North
Hudson Plan Commission workshop
to encourage resident involvement
and input. This was a worthy
endeavor, and I filled out my survey
form.

In the “Economic Development”
section of that survey, question 31
asked if the village needs a
market/grocery store. The result was
80 percent favorable, and this was
before the Econofoods store closed on
Second Street.

As a result of the last Plan
Commission vote, it is obvious that
the Plan Commission decided to
completely disregard the citizen
input that it had requested, and
voted to deny the change of zoning
which would allow the proposed gro-
cery store to be built. Also, when the
Plan Commission asked for input
again, 75 percent of those that
responded were in favor of the zone
change to build a grocery store, yet
only one of the six Plan Commission
members voted in favor of the zone
change. 

North Hudson Plan Commission,
if you’re going to ask for our input,
please take that into consideration
when voting. What justification can

the Plan Commission give for their
negative vote in the face of over-
whelming support for this proposal
by the village citizens? Voting in
favor of the rezoning request will
show that you value citizen involve-
ment and input when making deci-
sions pertaining to the future plans
of the village of North Hudson.

Terry Rowan
North Hudson

Seeks input
on school needs 
Dear Editor,

Over the past few years the town
has been pondering the idea of
whether to build a new high school.
The current high school is over-
crowded. We are currently high
school students enrolled at HHS and
we experience the overcrowded cafe-
teria, classrooms and hallways.

We are at this time doing an
assignment for our college prep class
— our assignment is to choose a
problem and figure out a plan or a
way to solve it. One of the require-
ments is to gather data about the
problem so that we can use it in our
evaluation.

We are asking the Hudson com-
munity for their input on how we
should resolve the problem, if they
think that it is a problem. If anyone
would like to help us, we ask that
they send an email that includes
their name, age and one of these
solutions: 

1. Adding on to the current high
school.

2. Building an eighth- and ninth-
grade building which would leave

the 10th-12th-grade students in the
current school.

3. Building an all-new high school,
grades 9-12. 

4. Building a 10th-12th-grade
school and leaving the current high
school gr. 8-9.

5. There is no change needed and
the school should remain the same
way. 

We would like to ask that the indi-
viduals helping respond to us by
Thursday, March 15.

Christina Federowicz
Email: snowangel_63@hotmail.com

Shelbi Ball
Email: x3broken81@aol.com

Hudson

Appreciated
snow help
Dear Editor,

Hudson is a great place to live
because of all the good people!

During this big snowstorm, many
people, a friend from Edgewood
Drive as well as our good neighbors
on our block kept our sidewalks and
driveway cleared of snow.

We appreciated it.
Borgie & Darrell Nelson

Hudson

Kaisersatt
defends vote
Dear Editor,

Last week Mr. Bob Muchlinski
directed a tirade against me regard-

ing a new high school. He admits he
doesn’t know why I, along with a fel-
low board member, voted against the
8/9 building referendum in 2003. My
rationale centered on what I believe
were the significant shortcomings in
the process used to develop that pro-
posal.

The administration and the School
Board had not engaged the commu-
nity to seek input or determine sup-
port for the plan. I did not believe
the plan would be accepted by the
community and, as we know, it was
overwhelmingly defeated.

Mr. Muchlinski accuses me of “sit-
ting on my hands” and doing noth-
ing for our high school students, etc.
I am offended by that remark. I
have worked very hard for the
Hudson School District and I will
continue to do so. But I do not work
for you, Mr. Muchlinski, I represent
all the interests of the Hudson com-
munity.

Following the defeat of the 2003
referendum, a community task force
was assembled to determine our
facility needs. The task force recom-
mended a new high school as well as
a new elementary school as part of a
comprehensive facility plan. I sup-
port the conclusions of the task
force.

My fellow board members and I
recognize the space issues at the
high school, Mr. Muchlinski, and are
in the process of addressing a short-
term solution. We are also engaged
in constructing a new elementary
school, negotiating labor contracts
and beginning work on a long-range
strategic plan, which will be key to
whatever long-term secondary solu-
tion we propose.

Apparently we are not moving fast
enough for you. Can you understand
that we have limited resources (time
and money) and need to prioritize?

I’m not sure why you single me
out for criticism. Perhaps with the
upcoming election, you enjoy playing
politics. You are certainly aware that
the board is unified in the direction
that we are taking. You have every
right to disagree with the decisions
of the School Board, but personal
attacks do not move our district for-
ward.

Mark Kaisersatt
Hudson School Board Member

Hudson

Red Cross
saves lives 
Dear Editor,

President George W. Bush has
declared March as Red Cross Month.
The St. Croix Valley Chapter of the
American Red Cross has been serv-
ing the valley since 1917. Volunteers
are the heart of our organization
and we would be unable to provide
quality services without the caring
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Gov. Jim Doyle has launched a major anti-smoking
initiative. It includes a steep increase in the cigarette
tax and an attempt to implement a statewide smok-
ing ban in public buildings, businesses and restau-
rants.

Whether you agree or disagree with Doyle’s ideas,
the trend seems to be in place -– most people don’t
want to be exposed to second-hand smoke.

A new survey shows where public sentiment is
going. A poll of 500 state residents conducted by tele-
phone Feb. 17-19 found that nearly two-thirds of
state residents support a statewide ban on smoking
in all workplaces -— including bars and restaurants.

Locally, Dr. Paul McGinnis is a big advocate for
eliminating public smoking.

“This is not about being Republican or Democrat,”
McGinnis said. “This is about doing something we
know will save lives and make life better for every-
one” -– and he has the statistics to support his state-

ment.
Twenty-one states and the District of Columbia

have some sort of smoking bans. A number of
Wisconsin communities and counties also have bans,
including Madison, which prohibits smoking in tav-
erns. 

Bars, of course, are always the toughest sell for
smoking bans. The fact is, a large percentage of bar
customers smoke. The businesses are also represent-
ed by a strong lobby, the Tavern League of
Wisconsin. The Tavern League would apparently
accept a statewide smoking ban that exempts its
members. 

The U.S. Surgeon General said that exposure to
secondhand smoke increases the risk of heart disease
for nonsmokers by 25 to 30 percent — and increases
nonsmokers’ lung cancer risk by 20 percent to 30 per-
cent.

As the evidence continues to mount, it is becoming

apparent that some sort of smoking ban is in the
future -– the question is when and how extensive.
Will it include bars or start out excluding certain
businesses?

Opponents of smoking bans argue that smoking is
legal. A ban infringes on individual rights. But the
right to smoke becomes blurred when the problems
also impact a non-smoking neighbor. We may have
the right to smoke, but no one has the right to
endanger someone else’s health.

Doyle’s tax increase is also an attempt to stop
young people from starting to smoke. A ban on smok-
ing, which is inevitable at some point, is aimed at
protecting non-smokers. And, if you look at the num-
bers, non-smokers outnumber smokers by a huge
number.

Doyle said, “Does anybody really doubt where his-
tory is moving on this?”

Whether you agree
or disagree with
Doyle’s ideas, the
trend seems to be
in place -– most
people don’t want
to be exposed to
second-hand
smoke.

Is smoking ban on the horizon?
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