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Studyadds
to case for
smoking ban
A new study by the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention draws the strongest
link ever between smoking bans and overall
public health.

The study focused on the city of Pueblo, Colo., and
heart attack rates in that city over three years follow-
ing the 2002 adoption of a workplace smoking prohibi-
tion.

Before the ban, the city averaged 257 heart attacks
per 100,000 residents. Three years later, the number
had dropped to 152 per 100,000 residents.

In control groups — two other áreas near Pueblo that
didn't adopt smoke-free laws — heart attack rates over
the same period remained unchanged.

Terry Pechacek, a Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention scientist who authored the report, said the
stud}r suggests that secondhand smoke is a terribly
under-recognized cause of deaths in the country.

In central Wisconsin, srnoking-ban debates primar-
ily have centered on two countervailing contentions:
Advocates by and large want to be able to dine out
without confronting cigarette smoke. Opponents gener-
ally believe property owners have the authority to set
the rules under their own roofs.

Health professionals always have argued that smok-
ing bans protect the well-being of people who work in
the environments in which tobacco is used — bars, res-
taurants and bowling alleys, to name a few.

This study suggests — and only suggests, because
some factors were not considered in the analysis — that
health benefits may extend weil beyond hospitality-
industry workers.

(The study assumed declines in the amount of sec-
ondhand smoke in Pueblo buildings after the ban, but
did not measure that. The researchers also did not sort
out which heart attack patients were smokers and
which were not, so ifs unclear how much of the decUne
can be attributed solely to reduced secondhand smoke.)

But it is the ninth scientific review that has found a
direct link between smoking prohibitions and improved
community health. The growing body of evidence that
tobacco bans save lives simply cannot be ignored.

That was part of what drove Weston to adopt its ban last
month. And it should be the argument that drives other
central Wisconsin municipalities and the state to pass bans.

This isn't about property rights; it isn't about eat-
ing your fish fry without someone exhaling a cloud of
smoke in your face.

Ifs about saving lives, and our path should be clear.

— Wausau Daily Herald

lí's your turn
Should your community enact a smoking ban?

Should the state? Post your thoughts to the online ver-
sion of this editorial or send your letters of 350 words or
less to editor@wisconsinrapidstribune.com or Letters to
the Editor, P.O. Box 8090, Wisconsin Rapids, WI54495.

Letters Policy
We welcome your comments on editoriais, columns or other

topics ín the Daily Tribune or any subject important to you.
Letters are limited to 350 or fewer words, once a month, and
are subject to editing for length, accuracy and clarity. Letters to
the editor, opinion columns, and articies submitted to the Daily
Tribune may be published or distributed in print, electronic or
other forms.

Letters must be the original thoughts and words of the
person submitting them. If the letters or columns cite sta-
tistics or other facts, they should include the source of the
information.

Send your letter by e-mail to editor@wisconsinrapids
tribune.com; fax to 715-421-1545; or mail to RO. Box 8090,
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-8090. Include your complete
address and day and evening telephone numbers for verifica-
tion purposes. Readers also are welcome to participate in the
Daily Tribune's online forums at www.wisconsinrapidstribune.
com.

HOWTOCONTACT
STATE OFFICIALS

Gov. Jim Doyte: PO Box 7863, Madison WI 53707. Phone: 608-
266-1212; fax 608-267-8983. E-mail: wisgov@gov.state.wi.us

State Sen. Julie Lassa, D-Stevens Point: PO Box 7882,
Madison WI 53707. Phone: 608-266-3123. 24th Senate
District, consisting of the 70th, 71 st and 72nd Assembly
Districts. E-mail: sen.lassa@legis.state.wi.us

State Rep. Amy Sue Vruwink, D-Milladore: PO Box 8953,
Madison WI 53708. Phone: 608-266-8366; 715-652-2909.
70th Assembly District, including much of Wood County, part
of Portage County. E-mail: r_ep.vruwink@legis.state.wi.us

State Rep. Marlin Schneider, D-Wisconsin Rapids: PO
Box 8953, Madison WI 53708. Phone: 888-529-0072; 608-
266-0215.72nd Assembly District, including southeastem
Wood County, northern Adams County and part of Portage
County. E-mail: rep.schneider@legis.state.wi.us

WISCONSiN LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE: 800-362-9472.
LEGISLATORS' FAX LINE: 608-266-7038. Be sure to use a

cover letter listing the name of the lawmaker to whom you are
directing it.

Pigs lining up at governmenfs trough

L ike pigs wait-
ing in Une to
get their snouts
in the feeding

trough, come many of the
nation's governors — on
the heels of the mayors
— asking Washington for
bailout money.

Democratic governors
from overspending states
like New York, Wisconsin,
New Jersey, Massachusetts
and Ohio are among those
seeking financial deliver-
ance. The govemors want
Washington to pony up
$1 trillion for their abso-
lutely-essentdal-non-nego-
tiable-if-we-don't-get-the-
money-people-will-starve
programs.

New York Gov. David
Paterson claims that,
because tax revenues have
plunged, 43 states now
have budget deficits total-
ing around $100 billion. No,
those states have deficits
because when times were
good and the money was
rolling in they thought they
could get away with end-
less new programs, while
putting little or no money
aside for the inevitable
rainy day. Neither did they
consider whieh programs
were necessary and which
ones were just politicaOy
beneficiai. Or, maybe they
did and they opted for
politically beneficiai, thus
creating their problem, and
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ours.
Noticethe

sleight of
hand about
tobeper-
petratedon
hardworking
taxpayers.
In the end,
it is we who
pay for the
plans of poli-
tácians who

are unable, or unwilling, to
control themselves when
it comes to other peoples'
money When Republicans
cut taxes, Democrats
scream about growing defi-
cits. But Democrats never
worry about the déficit
when they spend more
than what the government
takes in. So it really isn't
about the déficit at ali. It
is about how much of our
hard-earned money the
Democrats, mostly, will
aDow us to keep. When
you understand this, you
understand everything

about politács and politd-
cians.

Every program cre-
ated and sustained by
Democrats (and increasing-
ly some Republicans) must
be kept, Once created, they
must continue, no matter
how unnecessary, outdated,
or corrupt they become.
The proof of eternal life
is to be found in govern-
ment programs, which are

harder to kill than a vam-
pire, another blood-sucking
beast.

The incoming Obama
administration wants to
spend gobs of money on
"ínfrastructure," creating
government jobs that will
end when the work is com-
pleted. Isn't Ínfrastructure
primarily supposed to be
the work of state and local
governments? Isn't the gas-
oline tax supposed to go to
build and repair local roads
and bridges? The federal
responsibility should begin
and end with the interstate
highway system.

The governors' request
for more money from
Washington is also about
unfunded mandatos, the
rising cost of Medicare and
Medicaid and a lot of other
"entitlement" programs
that could have been made
solvent during the Bush
administration, which
tried, but was unable to
succeed due to opposi-
tion from Democrats who
preferred to have an issue
rather than a solution.

It isn't that options,
other than overspend-
ing and misspending,
don't exist. The Heritage
Foundation's Brian Riedel,
Stuart Butler and oth-
ers (heritáge.org), the •
National Taxpayers Union
(ntu.org) and Citizens
Against Government

Waste (cagw.org) have ali
written thoughtful and
nonpartisan papers on
the subject of government
pork. The problem is that
Democratic politicians
(and too many Republican
politicians, which is why
the GOP is again in the
minority) have refused
to adopt them. Again,
Democrats would rather
foster a dependency on
government so that people
would be less self-reliant
and more dependent on
politicians for their cur-
rent and future welfare.

This is a formula for
socialism and for whatever
political system follows to
enforce it, though socialism
advances even in our sup-
posed constitutional repub-
lic. Anyone who relies less
on themselves and more
on government will see
their freedoms erode. It has
always been this way.

If this growing depen-
dence on ever more costly
and overreaching govern-
ment continues, we may
have to change the famil-
iar letter abbreviation for
this country from USA to
ATM.

Mail for Cal Thomas can
be sent to: Tribune Media
Services, 2225 Kenmore
Ave., Sutte114, Buffalo,
N.Y. 14207 ortmsedi-
tors@tribune.com.
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Local event
exceeded
expectations

Despite the not-so-favor-
able economy, Riverview
Health Care Foundation's
2008 Annual Appeal and
Mistletoe Benefit Dance
exceeded expectations.
Total contributions from
this year's annual appeal
surpassed those of the
past few years by a large
amount. Once again, the
generosity of those in our
community has been over-
whelming. Our sincere
thanks go to ali who gen-

erously gave to Riverview
Health Care Foundation.
Your gifts will continue to
help "Touch the Lives of
Thousands" in our com-
munity. We are especially
thankful to the WoodTrust-
Bell Foundation for their
lead gift.

Annually, Riverview
Health Care Foundation
supports excellence in
wellness and health care
through grants to local
non-profits, individuais,
and the Riverview Hospital
Association. In fact, local
health care has benefited
from the contribution of
nearly $4.5 million from
Riverview Health Care
Foundation since 1984.

The UW Câncer Center
Riverview, The Riverview
Health Care Foundation
Wellness Center at the
YMCA of South Wood
County, the Bethke
Rehabilitation Center, and
the Family Center are weli
known projects that have
received support from the
foundation. Additionally,
each year, several non-
profit organizations
and Riverview Hospital
Association receive gifts
from Riverview Health
Care Foundation to benefit
the communit/s health.

In order to meet our
communitys growing need
for excellence in wellness
and health care, Riverview

Health Care Foundation
relies on the generous
support of those who live
and work in our commu-
nity. The foundation looks
forward to doing more
great things for Riverview
Hospital Association and
the community in 2009.
Once again, I thank the
Friends of Riverview
Health Care Foundation
for your support in 2008.
Your gifts are always great-
ly appreciated throughout
the year.

Jennifer Hayes
President/CEO

Riverview Health Care
Foundation

Wisconsin Rapids

Common sense
needed in
Washington

Of late, the news has been full of
arguments on who is qualified to
fill the Senate seats of Sen. Obama
and Sen. Clinton. It seems that
Washington feels that to be qual-
ified you must have a degree in
political science or law degree and,
of course, be 100 percent partisan
to one of the political parties. Over
the years, there have been people
who ran for office who were medi-
cai doctors or other professions.
After one term, they decided not to
run again because they could not
stand Washington and how things
are done.

My God, help us if we ever send
anyone to Washington who their
only qualification is that they have

common sense!
Glen Swetz

Wisconsin Rapids
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