
By Emily Bultman
Freeman Staff 

WAUKESHA – For nearly 20
years, Bob Pucci has invited
gun dealers and enthusiasts to
his shows across the state. 

That’s why the Janesville res-
ident is worried about what will
happen to gun-control laws
when President-elect Barack
Obama takes office Tuesday.

“Attendance and sales have
skyrocketed since the election,”
Pucci said. “Gun owners don’t
trust Obama, but he is still the
president.” 

Big crowds and brisk sales
were seen Friday through Sun-
day at the Waukesha County
Expo Center for the Rocco
Memorial Gun Show, which
was renamed to honor Pucci’s
beloved black Labrador that
passed away in July. Pucci said
this rush to purchase firearms
is even bigger than when for-
mer President Bill Clinton
signed an assault weapons ban
in 1994. 

“Barack Obama is a better
gun salesman than Bill Clinton
was,” he said. “We are seeing
twice as many faces at shows.
There have also been many new
faces here. More young people
and women are becoming inter-
ested.”

Todd Di Miceli of Hustisford
exhibited his business, Dynam-
ic Firearm Solutions LLC, at
the Waukesha show. He shared
his concerns about possible
changes coming under the new
administration. 

“Most of this surge in gun
sales has been prompted by our
soon-to-be president, who has
expressed interest in increas-
ing firearm and ammunition
excise taxes,” said Di Miceli,
who is a licensed firearms deal-
er and ammunition manufac-
turer.

Di Miceli hopes Obama would
be in support of increasing gun
training and education for
youth. 

“I don’t know if there is a gen-
uine fear guns will be banned,
but there is potential for Obama
to do what he wants,” Di Miceli
said. “He has lots of other stuff
on his plate.”  

Pucci, who also works with
the National Take a Kid Hunt-
ing Foundation and Bob and
Rocco’s Hunting Society, said
his shows in Green Bay, La
Crosse and Janesville also set
attendance records during
freezing cold temperatures. 

“Gun shows are about more
than buying and selling
firearms. This gives people the
opportunity to exchange politi-
cal views with others that have
the same ideology. It is the new
American town hall meeting,”
he said. 

E-mail: ebultman@conleynet.com

TRIVIA ANSWER
A. Meetings of St. Matthias Epis-
copal Church began in 1844,
according to a back issue of The
Freeman.The early meetings
were in a barn as the first
church building at the current
site was built in 1851.

See question on Page 2A.
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To contact the police about this
week’s crime map, call the
Waukesha Police Department at
524-3831 or CrimeStoppers at
(888) 441-5505.
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Crime in Waukesha
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1. Three GPS units were stolen
at about 3:18 p.m. Jan. 11 from
Kohl’s Department Store, 2130
E. Moreland Blvd.

2. A man reportedly stole vodka
at about 4:51 p.m. Jan. 11 in the
400 block of West Sunset Drive.

3. A car was reported stolen
from the 600 block of McCall
Street at 5:54 a.m. Monday.

4. A 16-year-old boy was cited
for stealing an iPod at 8:11 a.m.
Monday at Waukesha North High
School, 2222 Michigan Ave.

5. A gas drive-off of $38.15 was
reported at 9:15 a.m. Monday in
the 500 block of South Grand
Avenue.

6. A man was captured on
surveillance video stealing sev-
eral cartons of cigarettes in an
incident in the 1800 block of
West St. Paul Avenue that was
reported at 8:01 a.m. Tuesday.

7. Brian Bode, 58, was found
dead in his home at 10:50 a.m.
Tuesday in the 600 block of East
North Street. The cause of death
was believed to be carbon
monoxide poisoning, as three
officers at the scene were later
treated for the same at a hospital.

8. An 18-year-old woman was
cited Tuesday afternoon for an
incident in which she slashed
the tires of a car in the 1700
block of Oakdale Drive some-
time last September.

9. Computer equipment was
reported stolen from a bag at
the Waukesha Public Library,
321 Wisconsin Ave., at 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday.

10. Two men were held on pro-
bation violations and face a
number of new charges after an
incident that took place at about
2:50 a.m. Thursday in the 2700
block of Northview Road, where
a man was heard yelling for
help. One man suffered signifi-
cant facial injuries and a broken
neck after a car crash. The driv-
er later was found walking on
Summit Avenue, and was taken
to Waukesha Memorial Hospital
for drunken-driving processing
as well as frostbite and broken
ribs.

By Rasmieyh Abdelnabi
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA – Fourteen
downtown restaurants have for-
mally come together and
announced their intentions of
going smoke free.

“I am excited that 14, seven of
which are new, establishments
have decided to be smoke free
and voluntarily offer con-
sumers another option for
enjoying downtown Waukesha
in a comfortable and healthy
environment,” said Karen
Richards, the executive director
of the Waukesha Business
Improvement District, in a
news release.

A few of the businesses have
already been smoke free for
quite some time. 

Kerry Mackay of The Steam-
ing Cup on Main Street said his
coffeehouse has been smoke
free for years.

“Smoke free is the healthiest
way to go,” he said.

In four and half years, Mack-
ay has received one complaint
regarding the no-smoking rule

at the coffeehouse.
Karla Harper, owner of Spriz-

zo Gallery Caffe’ on Main
Street, echoed Mackay’s health
reasons for going smoke free.

A cancer survivor, Harper
wanted to make sure she, her
employees and patrons are able
to be in a healthy environment.

“It is a tribute to the business
owners that they are on the
forefront of what seems to be a
trend. This progressive mind-
set has increased the concentra-
tion of quality establishments
within walking distance of

each other in historic down-
town Waukesha,” Richards said
in the statement.

Sprizzo has been smoke free
since 2003, when it started oper-
ating under new management.
The restaurant had its grand re-
opening at its new location, 363
W. Main St., on Saturday.

Harper said she has received
a great deal of positive feedback
in regards to being smoke free.

“If you are a nonsmoker, you
want to be healthy,” she said.

E-mail: rabdelnabi@conleynet.com

Downtown businesses join
forces against smoking
Some already have a smoke-free policy, 

while others plan to follow

At a glance
Downtown Waukesha restaurants
planning to go smoke free or that
have already established such a policy.

■ The Black Trumpet, 314 W. Main St.
■ Chill, Fine Wine and Martinis,
inside Daddy-Oh’s Restaurant, 250
W. Broadway
■ Clarke Bar, 314 W. Main St.
■ Daddy-Oh’s Restaurant, 250 W.
Broadway
■ Divino Gelato Cafe, 227 W. Main St.

■ Generations at the Five Points,
294 W. Main St.
■ House of Guinness, 354 W. Main St.
■ Ray’s on South, 225 South St.
■ Rochester Deli, 143 W. Broadway
■ Taylor’s People’s Park, 337 W.Main St.
■ Sakura Japanese Sushi and Grill,
332 W. Broadway
■ Springhouse Tea Room,913 Clinton St.
■ Sprizzo Gallery Caffe’, 363 W.
Main St.
■ The Steaming Cup, 340 W. Main St.

Source:Waukesha Business Improvement District

Bryon S. Houlgrave/Freeman Staff

Diners eat Saturday night at Ray’s on South in downtown Waukesha.The restaurant is one of several down-
town eateries joining efforts to declare they have gone smoke free or plan to do so in the near future.

What do you think?
Phone: 513-2641
E-mail: soundoff@conleynet.com
Mail: The Freeman,Attn. Sound Off,
801 N. Barstow St.,Waukesha,WI 53187

SOUND OFF

At Waukesha
show, Obama

driving gun sales
President-elect ‘a better gun salesman
than Bill Clinton was,’ organizer says

“Gun shows are about more
than buying and selling

firearms.This gives people 
the opportunity to exchange
political views with others

that have the same ideology.
It is the new American 

town hall meeting “
– Bob Pucci

gun show host

Bryon S. Houlgrave/Freeman Staff

Familiar faces 
in new places
WAUKESHA – Above, Sprizzo
Gallery Caffe’ employee Bethany
Michney discusses menu items
Saturday with Charlie and Mary
Weithaus of Mukwonago at the
downtown’s new location at 363
W. Main St. Live music and fea-
tured artist Michael Foster were
on hand to help kick off the grand
re-opening.

At left, Mary Lou Finman of Spriz-
zo Gallery Caffe’ serves food to
customers Saturday at the down-
town restaurant’s new location at
363 W. Main St. Live music and
featured artist Michael Foster
were on hand to help kick off the
new spot during a grand re-open-
ing event.
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