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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: Atter reading
the artide about the inauguration of our
President-elect Obama and Freedom
From Religion (trying to ban prayer), I was
angry and I was disgusted. These few
people who have run amok and cost
counties, crties and school districts, etc.,
millions of dollars fighting them have to
be stopped. I think what every religious
denomination should do is sue them for
not allowing us to practice our rights.
They would use up ali their money in
trying to defend themselves.Then they
would not be able to pick and choose one
at a time who they are going to assault.
They serve no purpose other than to
deny us our rights of freedom to practice
religion of our choice. Lefs get rid of
them.

Roger Walbrun,
Appleton

Here are the rules: Leave your first and last
names (spell both names, please), community
ol resldence and a tíaytime phone number. Calls
can be edited for space and darity. You have
one minute to leave your message. Please,
no tost-and-found messages and keep your
messages topical, not personal.

P-C ONLINE POLL

THEQUESTION:
What grade do you give

President Bush for his tenure?

THEANSWERS:
• A or B; he did pretty well: 12.8%
• C; some good, some bad: 22.2%

• D or F; he did a lousy job: 65.1 %

776 votes

THECURRENTQUESTION:
How have your heating costs this year

compared to last year"s costs?

THEANSWERS:
• Higher this year

• About the same
• Lower this year

Vote for your answerat
www.postcrescentcom/opinion

Results are reported on the Web site
and ín Tuesday's and Frida/s papers

THEY SAID IT
Excerpts from the

Community Conversation forums at
www.postcrescent .com

T m in agreement that more needs to
be done to curb drunken driving.But
simply passing new or stricter laws is
not the solution.

"lf I have my informarjon correct,
arrestjng a drunken driver takes the
patrol officer off the street/patrol for
upwards of four hours at a time. If ali the
T's aren't crossed and the Ps dotted
properly, an attorney will work
(remember, this is why they are hired) to
find anything that was processed or
done poorty or hastily and have the
charge reduced or thrown out altogether.

"If we really want to curb drunken
driving, the answer lies in more officers
on the streets and highways as weil as
assisting with the paperwork — not
simply new, stricter laws, and education
starting earlier."

villa

NEWSSTAND
Excerpts of editoriais

from other newspapers

°We're disappointed and surprised
by Bush's performance as president
Nothing in his record as govemor of
Texas suggested that he would so badly
handle the job of president and that he
would try to take the nation so far to the
right politically. He govemed here as a
moderately conservative Republican and
campaigned under the same colors for
president."

Austin Amerícan-Statesman
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Army right to propose counseling change
Unfortunately, there's still

a stigma attached to
mental illness. People

are embarrassed, ashamed.
They don't want anyone to
know about it. They can be re-
luctant to seek help.

And thafs just in our society
in general. Imagine what the
stigma musl feel like if you're in
the military.

You're strong in body and
brave at heart. But inside, you

feel broken.
Top Army officials are con-

sidering a change to help sol-
diers get the help they need.
TheyYe proposing to end the
policy that, if a soldier seeks
counseling, his or her com-
manding officer must be told
about it.

You can see how the manda-
tory notification might deter
soldiers from going to a coun-
selor. The last person they'd

want to doubt them or question
them would be their command-
ing officer. But their reluetance
to seck help will only hurt
them.

It's good to see that the
Army recognizes the risk and is
willing to change.

Army Secretary Pete Geren
told USA Today that the pro-
posal is "an important part of a
comprehensive effort to reduce
the stigma associated with seek-

ing mental health care and to
encourage more soldiers to
scek treatment."

Tlie Pentagon still has some
work to do to bolster the
Army's understaffed counseling
programs. The need is growíng;
the response must grow, too.

But it's important, as well, to
make sure lhat ali soldiers have
the avenue they need to get as-
sistance - without adding to
the stigma that already exists.

BURNING QUESTIONS

A plan
for a ban
Statewide smoking bill
will be not topic again
The Post-Crescent

Though the budget déficit and economic concerns will be the
main focus of attention in the state Legislature this year, it
won't be the only focus.

There will be another push to create a statewide workplace smok-
ing ban, to bring to the rest of the state the type of ban already
passed by Appleton and other communities in Wisconsin.

Here's a look at a ban's prospects - its support and its obsta-
cles:

What happened to it last year?
A Senate version of the bill, authored by Sen. Fred

Risser, D-Madison, died early in the year after no com-
promise could be reached. Opponents, led by Senate
Majority Leader Russ Decker, D-Weston, at first
suggested allowing bars to have "smoking
rooms." Though that idea was scuttled, they
held firm on wanting to delay implementation
of a ban on bars untll April 2011. And they
wanted to prevent other communities from pass-
ing their own bans in the meantime.

Risser's bill, which had passed a Senate com-
mittee, would have started this month, with bars
and restaurants exempted until January 2010.
Bill proponents were steadfast that they couldn't
compromise any more than that

Rep. Steve Wieckert, R-Appleton, authored
the Assembly version of the bill and helped lead
the push for a ban. But the bill never got a vote
in the full Assembly. And Wieckert decided not
to run for re-election in November.

Are there already plans to introduce a bill this
year?

Yes. Risser has said he'll bring it back in the
Senate. On the Assembly side, Rep. Jon
Richards, D-Milwaukee, who was the lead
Democrat on the issue last year, and Rep. Mark
Gottlieb, R-Port Washington, said they'll reintro-
duce the ban bill, too. Wieckerfs replacement -
Rep. Penny Bernard Schaber, D-Appleton -
will be arnong the main sponsors, as well.

The bill, according to Richards, will set the im-
plementation of a ban at 60 days after the bill be-
comes law. That includes bars and restaurants.

"I don't want this to drag on indefinitely," he
said. "I don't see a reason to delay it."

He added that he'd like the Legislature take up
the ban bill as early as this spring.

Will there be another attempt at compromise?
Yes. Decker and those who oppose the ban,

will be adamant about a phase-in period for bars,
atleast - probablyacoupleofyears. Propo-

H

See SMOKING, A-8 MCT (iiustraOon

C0MMENTARY

State's $5.4 billion budget déficit indeed real
The national eco-

nomic crisis has
had a direct and

devastating impact on
hard-working families,
businesses and compa-
nies across the nation.
As a consequence of the
national economic down-
turn, state governments
across the nation are also
facing serious impacts.

Wisconsin, like 43
other states, has an-
nounced significant bud-
get gaps because of lower
revenues resulting from
these historie national
economic conditions:

David
SchmiedickeFor The
Post-Crescent

David Schmiedicke is the
state budget director.

The stock market has
fallen over 40 percent
from its peak. Home
sales have plummeted
over the last two years.
Retail sales have
dropped and consumer

confidence has reached
some of the lowest leveis
ever recorded.

Ali of these national
economic factors played
a role in the $5.4 billion
déficit Wisconsin now
faces, as we reported ín
November.

State law requires the
Department of Adminis-
tration to report to the
governor and Legislature
every two years on the
state's expenditure and
revenue estimates for the
next budget period.
When we published our
report, revenue estimates

had dropped by $3.5 bil-
lion between June and
November as a result of
the historie drop in fi-
nancial and credit mar-
kets in September and
October.

State law is very clear
and specific on how the
balance amount is sup-
posed to be calculated.
In November, the DOA
calculated and an-
nounced a $5.4 billion
déficit in the same way
we've calculated state
balances for more than
20 years.

We're required by

state law to report on ex-
penditure estimates,
agency requests and esti-
mated receipts for both
the current two-year bud-
get cycle and the next
two-year budget cycle.
This process, laid out in
the state statutes, pro-
vides transparency in
how the number is calcu-
lated and assures that ev-
eryone is at the same
starting point as we
begin the state budget
process.

The Wisconsin Tax-

See SCHMIEDICKE, A-8
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