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taverns,” said Hopper's
spokesman Ryan Murray.
“After three vears, it
would be a complete ban.
He believes it should be
uniform across the state,”

Murray said he believes
Hopper would support a
provision that would keep
a ban intact in communi-
ties that already enacted
one, including Fond du
Lac.

The three-year phase-in
would give business own-
ers time to adjust to the
new rules or sell their
business.

| Support from governor

Gov. James Doyle is an
enthusiastic supporter of
a smoking ban. Last week,

=| he reiterated his support

during his 45-minute State
of the State speech, stat-
ing that Wisconsin should
not be the 48th or 49th
state to pass a ban.
However, Townsend said
Dovyle's mention of his
support for a ban received
a "cool” reception and
was one of the few propos-

—| als that did not receive a

standing ovation.
While statewide smok-
ing ban legislation died

- last year, newly-elected

Assembly Speaker Mike
Sheridan  said the
prospects for a ban to pass

= in the Assembly loock

good.
Senate Majority Leader
Russ Decker has been op-

~ posed to a statewide ban

in the past.

However, those working
toward a statewide ban
said the momentum
achieved as communities
across Wisconsin have
passed smoking restric-
tions should put pressure
on lawmakers to pass a
statewide ban this time
around.

Smoking bans and OWI1

Townsend said several

—| months ago he heard a

presentation at UW-
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|d
Oshkosh that explored the
relationship between
smoking bans and drunk-
en driving arrests.

“The argument is that if
you have a smoking ban,
it would diminish the
number of OWIs {operat-
ing while intoxicated),”
he said. “The number of
OWI offenses, the study
found out, was just the op-
posite of that. The reascn
was very dedicated smok-
ers would travel to areas
(where) they could
simoke.”

Could OWI incidents in-
crease in Fond du Lac
County because of the
ban?

It depends if city smok-
ers start traveling to
neighboring North Fond
du Lac or outlying town-
ships not impacted by a
smoking ban.

Townsend also noted
there is talk the federal

I.||.|'.
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cigarette tax could in-
crease from 36 cents per
pack to 81 per pack.

“If that does indeed
happen,” he said, "that
would put the average
price of cigarettes here in
Wisconsin close to 86 per
pack."

The increase would im-
pact lower-income house-
holds to a greater extent
than higher-income
households.

"The question is trying
to use a tax basis to estab-
lish soeial poliey”
Townsend said. "We want
to discourage people from
smoking. How do you dis-
courage it? Increase the
price. And that means rev-
enue is going to decline.”

Townsend said he does
not think “sin-tax” money
should be used to pay for
long-term government
Programs.

THE REPORTER SPECIAL REPORT

WEDNESDAY
M Ordinance viewed as a public health issue

THURSDAY
M Fdl City Council members explain votes
B FdL County Acute Psychiatric Unit denied exemption
FRIDAY
W What are tavern owners doing to get ready?

B Police enforcement

SUNDAY
W People who welcome the smoking ban
M Free resource to help you quit smoking

TODAY
W Update on a possible statewide smoking ban
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