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Smoking ban: Fond du Lac
County won't seek injunction
The Repórter Statf

Fond du Lac County will
not seek a court injunc-
tion against a city smok-
ing ban at its psychiatric
facility — but ifs not done
with the battle.

In the meantime, smok-
ing will stop at the facility
when a Fond du Lac work-
place smoking ban goes
into effect at 6 a.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 2.

County Executive Allen
Buechel said the county
ordiriance that permits
smoking at the county
Health Care Center's
Acute Psychiatric Unit
needs to be revised and
will not "trump" a city or-
dinance.that bans work-
place smoking.

"Fve been in discus-
sions with our corporation
counsel (William Bendt),
and he's done a lot of re-

search in issues relating to
this," Buechel said Friday
afternoon. "He feels the or-
dinance is not specific
enough to the treatment of
the mentally ill and would
not really hold up — even
to the point of getting a
hearing with the judge."

Buechel said the next
step is to bring the matter
to the County Department
of Community Programs
Board at its meeting
Wednesday, Feb. 4. If the
board decides to move for-
ward, the matter would go
to the full County Board
for a decision on Tuesday,
Feb. 10.

It is uncertain whether
either board will want to
put a new, more detailed
ordinance up against the
city ordinance.

"It could be very simply
that the city decides to let
it stand (county rule allow-

ing smoking) and would
not take action from the
council, necessarilj',"
Buechel said.

Another option would be
that the ordinances from
the city (prohibiting smok-
ing) and the county (pro-
viding an exemption for
the Acute Unit) would be
taken before a judge for a
decision on which one pre-
vails.

Buechel said Dr. J.R.
Musunuru, director of the
Acute Psychiatric Unit,
feels strongly about hav-
ing the option to permit
smoking.

"Even though some fa-
cilities don't allow it,
many mental health pro-
fessionals wish they did,"
Buechel said. "For some
people, smoking is impor-
tant. I have to support the
(Health Care Center doc-
tors)."

UW-Extension series offers free workshop
Fof The Repórter

The UW-Extension
Building Communities ed-
ucational series will con-
tinue this week with a free
workshop on Tuesday, Feb.
3, at UW-Fond du Lac, 400
University Drive.

The workshop is set for
11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in
the UW-Extension offices,
Room AE 205/206.

The Focus on Sustain-
ability for businesses and
local governments work-

shop -will be presented by
Anna Haines, director of
the UW-Extension Center
for Land Use Education.

The webinar will focus
on infusing the three E's
— Economy Environment,
Equity — and The Natural
Step principies into the el-
ements of a comprehen-
sive plan.

How to create goals, ob-
jectives and policies that
reflect sustainability will
be discussed along with re-

sources to assist with sus-
tainability planning ef-
forts.

Those attending can
bring their own lunch or
purchase food in the uni-
versity café. Beverages
will be provided.

Each session is approved
for Continuing Education
credits from the Wisconsin
Chapter of the American
Planning Association, ac-
cording to a UW-Extension
press release.

LACEY
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Zach Pagel, a 14-year-old
D.C. Everest freshman.

Pagel is president of the
school's National Júnior
Honor Socíety which is co-
sponsoring the petition
with the student council.

The petition asks the
Legislature to impose 30-
day jail sentences for first
offenses, six-month sen-
tences for second offenses
and stiffer penalties for
subsequent violations.
Under current law, first-of-
fense drunken driving is a
traffic citation in Wiscon-
sin with no jail sentence.

According to court
records, Daniel D. Schae-
fer, 23, of St. Cloud, had a
blood alcohol content of
0.2 percent after his vehi-
cle crashed into a car driv-
en by Lacey's mother, Jo-
dene Meinel, 48. That alco-
hol levei is more than
twice the legal limit for
drivers.

Schaefer is accused of
driving the wrong way on
Highway 45 in Winnebago
County north of Oshkosh
and causing a crash that
killed the Schofield teenag-
er.

Steve Meinel, Lacey's fa-
ther, said he learned last
week about the petition
and appreciated that the
students had an outlet for
their emotions. Meinel
said he also spoke with
Decker about OWI laws
and the need for change.

Senate Democrats last
week annouriced plans to
make drunken driving á
felony on the third or
fourth offense, mandate
that ignition interlocks be
installed on cars for sec-
ond- and third-time of-
fenders, and add jail time
on the first offense, Deck-
er said.

He expects the bill to be
drafted in the next few
weeks and said there
would be opportunities
for debate and discussion
of Lacey's Law at legisla-
tive committee hearings.

Schaefer entered a not
guilty plea to charges of
homicide by intoxicated
use of a motor vehicle and
causing injury by the in-
toxicated use of a motor
vehicle during an arraign-
ment before Winnebago
County Circuit Court
Judge William Carver on
Thursday. If convicted as
charged, Schaefer could
face 26 years in prison
and $102,000 in fines.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Schaefer
was driving south in the
northbound lanes of traf-
fic on Highway 45 shortly
after 10 p.m. on Jan. 10
when he collided with a
Toyota Prius driven by Jo-
dene Meinel near Highway
116 in the town of Win-
neconne.

Prosecutors say Schaefer
ignored a bouncer's warn-
ing not to drive his car that
night.

Schaefer, who has been
released from custody after
a $50,000 cash bond was
posted on his behalf, is due
back in court March 24.
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said she is looking for-
ward to going into places
she hadn't before — like a
pizza place with an at-
tached bar.

She said ifs ímpõrtant
to show tavern and
restaurant owners that
the ban won't zap their
business.

"I feel a responsibility
to patronize places that
did have smoking," Kraus
said.

Winifred Workun of
Fond du Lac, who is fight-
ing lung câncer, said she
is relieved about the ban.

"I am absolutely delight-
ed," she said. "This means
I can get out and live like
a normal human being. I
can eat where Ichoose
and go into places that I
maybe would not normal-
lygo."

Workun, who uses oxy-
gen as needed, said she
never smoked. Members
of her family did and she
believes secondhand
smoke caused her iUness.

"The ordinance is try-
ing to protect ourselves
and children," she said.
"After fighting for my life,

-1 can appreciate it. Down
the road, I hope they
(those opposed) feel like I
do."

At Foxhole Bar and
Hall, 500 Fond du Lac
Ave., the switch to smoke-
free happened Jan. 6.

"We wanted to do some
remodeling," said manag-
er Tom Wilhelms. "I told
the executive board that
as soon as we start paint-
ing, we're going smoke-
free."

Though housed in the
James "Maggie" Megellas
Fond du Lac County Vet-
eran Memorial Building,
the Foxhole Bar and Hall
is open to the public seven
days a week.

"The smoke-free (mat-
ter) — I thought I was
going to have an issue,"
he said. "I have lost, I
think, one customer over
this. I know, for a fact, Fve
picked up a lot more."

There's no haze as cus-
tomers view new paint,
drywall, light fixtures and
wainscoting.

"We've brightened it.
up," Wilhelms said. "Ifs
been just an immense
lurnaround."

Clientele at Foxhole is
older than typical down-
town taverns. Most of the
customers are in their 30s
and up. People are coming
in, Wilhelms said, who
haven't been at the Fox-
hole before.

No one knows for sure
how the smoking ban will
impact individual busi-
nesses.

"It worked here," Wil-
helms said. "And people
who come in here are
happy."

Fond du Lac County
health officials point to
medicai experts who say
secondhand smoke can
cause serious health is-
sues, including increasing
the risk of asthma attacks
and the likelihood of
blocked or clogged arter-
ies in otherwise healthy
individuais after just 30
minutes of exposure.

In addition, hundreds of
studies and dozens of sci-
entific and medicai orga-
tiizatipns have concluded
that secondhand smoke
causes lung câncer, heart
disease and serious respi-
ratory illness in nonsmok-
ers.

"This is a major public
health issue," said Sandy
Bernier, tobacco control
program coordinator for
the Fond du Lac County
Health Department. "Ifs
the most preventable
cause of disease and
death. There is no safe
levei of exposure."

Bernier said the intent

STATISTICS
Smokers
Fond du Lac County
• Tolal number of smok-

ers: 17,140
• Adult smokers: 15,540

(20 percent)
• Hlgh school smokers:

1,250(21 percent)
• Middle school smokers:

350 (8 percent)
• Smoked during preg-

nancy: 195 (17 percent)
Statewide
• Total number of smok-

ers: 1,005,000
• Adult smokers: 920,000

(22 percent)
• High school smokers:

66,000 (21 percent)
• Middle school smokers

19,000 (8 percent)
• Smoked during pregnan-

cy: 10,000 (14 percent)

Lung câncer deaths
Fond du Lac County
• Number of averagean-

nual lung câncer deaths: 51
• Due to smoking: 40 (79

percent)
Statewide
• Number of average an-

nual lung câncer deaths:
2,760

• Due to smoking: 2,208
(80 percent)

Stalistics from "The Burden
of Tobacco in Fond du Lac
County" — a collaborative re-
port of the University of Wis-
consin Tobacco Surveillance
and Evaluation Program, the
American Câncer Society and
the Wisconsin Division of Pub-
lic Healths Tobacco Preven-
tion and Control Program

of the smoking ban is to
protect everyone equally,
"whether they make
$120,000 a year or $20,000 a
year."

Persons who bus tables,
tend bar, work in an auto-
motive garage, a hospital
or a mental health facility
ali deserve protection,
said Bernier, adding that
the ban will evoke social
change.

QUIT
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bacco and also offers free
medications — a stop-
smoking patch, lozenges
or gum. The servíces are
offered regardless of in-
surance coverage. Quit
Line callers are four
times more successful
than smokers who try to
quit "cold turkey" (with-
out coaching or medica-
tion), according to an in-
dependent survey.

The Quit Line is. avail-

able from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.,
seven days a week by call-
ing 1-800 QUIT-NOW (784-
8669). Interpreters are
available for several lan-
guages.

The service has helped
more than 123,000 callers
since 2001. About 70 calls
from Fond du Lac County
were fielded in 2007, and
the number increased to
about 500 in 2008 after a $1
per pack tobacco tax in-
crease took effect in Wis-
consin.

The Quit Line is man-
aged by the University of
Wisconsin Center for To-

bacco Research and Inter-
vention and is funded by
the State of Wisconsin.

In addition, many Wis-
consin residents with
health insurance have
coverage for at least one
quit-smoking medication.

Medicaid, Medicare,
BadgerCare Plus and Se-
niorCare also cover pre-
scription quit-smoking
medications.

Smokers are advised to
check their health insur-
ance plans for coverage
and to see their doctor for
prescriptions.

DUCKS
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ments from Morris and a
inale friend who was on a
nearby snowmobile, said
DNR Warden Supervisor
George Protogere of
Green Bay.

Protogere added that
authorities found more
than one set of snowmo-
bile tracks around the
open water at the mouth
of the Fond du Lac River
near the Wastewater
Treatment Plant, but it is
not possible to prove Mor-
ris made more than one
set of tracks.

Morris was cited with

snowmobile violations of
operating at an unreason-
able or improper speed
($186), failing to report a
crash ($173.40), failing to
register a snowmobile
($184.50) and failing to
transfer registration
($160.80).

Protogere said the natu-
ral resource violation
($288.80) of harassing or
disturbing wildlife al-
lowed the DNR to request
$26.25 restitution for each
of the 37 drakes and 20
hens killed. The total
restitution for the 57
ducks amounts to
$1,496.25.

"(Morris) stated he was
going a pretty fast speed.
When he carne up upon

the water, he didn't real-
ize there were ducks there
and struck them," Pro-
togere said.

"There were a couple of
tracks going across (the
open water). We can't tell
if (the ducks) were hit
twice oronce."

Kaminsky said he will
recommend blocking off
the open water once he
finds out which govern-
mental entity is responsi-
ble for the área in ques-
tion.

Protogere said Kamin-
sky's recommendation on
blocking off the open
water is possible, but offi-
cials must follow Wiscon-
sin Statutes as to how to
go about it.

Aspen Dental sbotved me a
payment plan even I could affòri"

Smile N0V15 Pay Later
wDentures
Graiid Opening in Fond du Lac

February 3rd!
• No Down Payment
• No Payments
For 12 Months

• No Interest
For 12 Months'

rreeNewPatienc
Exain<i«íX-rays*

AspenDental
Let us help you find your smile.

Call Monday - Saturday 6am to 8pm to schedule your appointment

Oshkosh
Across Rt. 41 from Wal-Mart

404 South Koeller Street
Between 9th Ave. & Witzel St.

(920) 233-3500

Now Scheduling Appointmentsl
Fond du Lac

Across from Forest Mall
834 West Johnson Street (Rt. 23)

(920) 929-7400

p"| 7b learn more about Aspen Dental go to aspendent.com
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