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Natalie Tomczak, owner of Dress 4 Less, straightens toy shelves at her store Saturday.
LAURA SCHMITT/MARSHFIELO HEWS-HERAID

Lead law concerns resalers
Bv Liz WELTER

MARSHREID NEV.S-HERALO

Owners of local consign-
rnent shops were flooded
\vith questions last week
about whether their busi-
ness will be able to con-
tinue selling baby and
children's clothes and toys.

At íssue is lead.
A new federal regulation

was passed to prevent the
sale of children's toys and
clothes whích contain or
exceed the limits of allow-
able lead.

Last week, the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety
Commission issued a clar-
ification of the law, which

become effective Feb. 10,
that sellers of used ch.il-
dren's products are not
required to certify that
those products meet the
new lead limits.

"I was so worried until
I saw (the clarification),"
said Denise Sutton,
owner of 2nd Chance
Consignment Shop, Penny
Court Building, 222 S.
Central Ave., Marshfield.
"When I saw it, I sent it
to other shop owners. We
were getting a lot of ques-
tions whether we'd be able
to stay in business.

"Children's clothes and
toys are most of what we
sell because kids grow

so fast. Everything usu-
ally looks pretty new even
though it's used," Sutton
said.

Deliveries last week of
resale items were down
two-thirds, said Natalie
Tomczak, owner of Dress
4 Less, 107 W. Second St,
Marshfield.

"Usually on Tuesday, I
get about 30 people drop-
ping (off items), and I only
had about 10.1 have a lot
of suppliers that were con-
cerned that we can't do this
anymore," Tomczak said.

But the new law
requires that resale shop
owners cannot sell items
that have been recalled

or are likely to have lead.
Information about such
products is updated on the
CPSAWebsite.

Tm checking everything
I have and that comes
in new on this site," said
Sutton.

Updated lists of recall
items is already taped to
the checkout desk at Dress
4 Less, Tomczak said.

"I have it right here on
the counter" Tomczak said.

For more information
about the new children's
product safety laws tak-
ing effect in February go
totheWebsiteoftheUS.
Consumer Product Safety
Commission, www.cpsc.gov.

Group objecte to MSTC holiday
Bv ADAM WISE

FOfl 7H£ MARSHflELO NEWS-

A Madison-based group
that objected to a religious
statue on public land in
Marshfield more than
10 years ago is doing the
same with a local college's
academic calendar.

On Thursday, the
Freedom From Religion
Foundation-faxed a let-
ter to Mid-State Technical
College President John
Clark stating that the
organizatir-.i thinks Mid-
State is violatíng the First

Amendment by closing the
school for Good Friday.

Shutting down the cam-
pus for the Christian holi-
day, which is April 10 this
year, violates the establish-
ment clause of the First
Amendment, "because it not
only promotes religion over
nonreligion, but also imper-
missibly favors Christianity
over ali other faiths," founda-
tion attorney Rebecca Kratz
wrote in her letter to Clark.

Kratz also stated the
foundation's displeasure
that the school would can-
cel classes for Good Friday,

but not Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, which is
being observed today.

The organization was
compelled to contact the
school regarding the sched-
ule due to the concern of an
MSTC student and other
local taxpayers, Kratz said.

Clark said Friday he
wasn't aware of the 1996
court order that bars state
schools from observing
Good Friday as a campus
holiday until the founda-
tion lodged the complaint.

"We certainly do under-
stand the separation

between church and state
and are not trying to be
insensitive to or to be pur-
posefully omitting other
interests by intention," he
said.

Clark said the designa-
tion of Good Friday as a
holiday was an artifact
that got carried over from
year to year during negoti-
ations with unions on cam-
pus. MSTC employs about
160 spread across three
unions — clerical support,
custodiai, and faculty.

— TJie Associated Press
contributed to this report.

Study:
Smoking
ban helps
hearts
Researchers find heart attack
hospitalizations reduced

BY ADAM HELMSING

AND BlUAN R E I S I N G E R

Foa TK£ MARSHFIELD NEWS-HEHALD

Researchers have found
that a workplace smok-
ing ban in Pueblo, Colo.,
has reduced heart attack
hospitalizations drasti-
cally, but local and state-
wide players on both
sides of the smoking-ban
issue generally have not
changed their positions.

The recent study by the
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
found that the number of
heart attack hospitaliza-
tions declined by 41 per-
cent three years after the
ban took effect, while two
neighboring communities
did not experience such a
change.

Julie Willems Van Dijk,
Marathon County health
officer, characterized the
study as mounting proof
of the clear benefits bans
offer by reducing the num-
ber of smokers and the
amount of secondhand
smoke.

"It's one more piece of
evidence," she said. "It was
good to see this."

Opponents of local and
statewide bans, however,
say the Pueblo study and
several that came before it
fail to account for any num-
ber of factors that affect a
communit/s health.

"A lot of that stuff ...

we kind of look at that as
junk science," said Rob
Swearingen, president
of the Tavern League of
Wisconsin.

While advocates of
"clean-air" communities
consider the ban a major
boon to public health, oppo-
nents see probjems.

Viaduct Bar owner Mary
Lou Duerr said the smok-
ing ban is a violation of
business owners' rights,
and has had sharp eco-
nomical repercussions.

"I have talked to the
majority of bar owners in
the área, and we have seen
a 30-35 percent decrease in
business," she said.

Duerr — who has been
an owner of the Viaduct
Bar, 1701 W. McMillan
St., for 20 years — said
that the studies are not
fully accurate because
they fail to consider life-
styles and genetics.

The ban has turned
"Marshfield into an island,"
since people can travei 10
miles to another bar to
smoke, Duerr said.

"Why would they come
here when they go to a bar
that allows smoking?" she
asked.

Willems Van Dijk said
the corresponding ben-
efit is a decrease in health
care costs. To some oppo-
nents, though, the study
is another example of pro-
ban propaganda.

"It's one more piece of evidence.
It was good to see this."

Julie Willems Van Dijk
Marathon County heafth officer

WeatDier/9A
Today: Mostly cloudy
with snow.
High: 18 Low:7

Obituaries/2A
Jens Beidel
Theodore Briski
Edward Grassl
Isabelle Kennow
Grace Nycz
Irene Vanderwyst
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Today's tip:
Local coupons online

Looking to save some
money on groceries? Print
adsaren't the only wayto
access coupons. Log on
to http://coupons.moms.
wausau.momslikeme.com
to print out local coupons
before you head out.

Editor's note: This tip
is part oí a daily series
that will continue through
January in the print and
online editions of the
Marshfield News-Herald.

Red Cross director honored
BY LIZ WELTER

MAfiSHRELD NEWS-HEÍWU)

The largest deployment of
the National Guard begins
in February — 3,500 troops
from 36 Wisconsin commu-
nities leave for training in
Texas and then duty in Iraq.

Integral to supporting
the military families is the
Wisconsin Red Cross and
the Wisconsin American
Legion, whose commander,
Jim Reigel of Marshfield,
made it the primary mis-
sion of the state legion.

Wood County Red Cross
director Patti Kelnhofer of
Marshfield was honored
Sunday during the final
meeting of the Legion, which
held its mid-winter confer-

If you go
What: Send-off for the

Marshfield área National
Guard members

When: 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 18

Where: Columbus
Catholic High School, 710
Columbus Ave., Marshfield

ence in the dty.
This is a woman who is

involved and has passion
for support of the troops,"
Reigel said.

It will be the Marshfield
National Guard unitfs sec-
ond deployment to Iraq.
Kelnhofer's skills and
dedication have helped the
members of the military
focus on their jobs know-

ing that their families have
help if they need it, he said.

Kelnhofer was at the
meeting to address the
members about the Red
Cross work supporting
troops and their families.
Following the presentation
of a plaque by Reigel, she
said everything has been
set in place for the upcom-
ing deployment.

The Family Readiness
Group, which provides
assistance for families
before, during and after
deployment, is ready.

For decades, the Red
Cross has been the soldier's
link to communication with
fami]y, Kelnhofer said.

"It's one of the missions
of the Red Cross. If s what

CASEY LAKE/MARSHFIELD NEWS-HERALD

Wood County Red Cross
Director Patti Kelnhofer,
left, receives a plaque from
Jim Reigel, American State
Legion Commander.

we've done for years. The
American Red Cross is the
only agency entrusted in
the field with the military,"
she said.
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Surprlie the oneyou íove with a ftee Sammng TwoStep" muiic phone—only from U.S. Cellular.'

Samsung TwoStep"

FREE
Atíer $50 mail-in rebate that comes as a Visa®
Debit Card, New 2-yr. agmL plus 3-mo. Unlimited
easyedge' Plan required. $30 act. fee may appty.

Personalize your phone with real muslc tones-from Sony Music Box.
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125 W. Upham St.
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