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Gov. Doyle Budget Proposal 

One bright spot in today's budget announcement by Governor Doyle is the state’s continued commitment to reduce the toll of tobacco--the number one preventable cause of death and disease in Wisconsin.  Governor Doyle’s budget announcement today included important steps that will continue to improve health, save lives, and reduce tobacco-related healthcare costs.  One of the more momentous provisions in the budget – making every workplace and public place in the state smoke-free – is an important step toward a healthier Wisconsin.  We applaud the Governor for his foresight and hope legislative champions of both parties will welcome the opportunity to give everyone in our state the right to breathe free from secondhand smoke, which inevitably saves on healthcare costs and improves worker productivity.

We also applaud the Governor for his proposal to raise the state tax on cigarettes by 75 cents per pack.  This policy alone will substantially reduce adult and youth smoking rates while raising revenue and reducing healthcare costs.  We look forward to the upcoming public hearings and the debate on these issues.  It’s critical that the state lead efforts to reduce the $2.2 billion price tag of treating tobacco-related diseases.  And the Governor – through his actions with this budget – has taken a critical first step in securing a healthier Wisconsin.
