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Kentucky, W. Virgínia
lead smoking deaths
Wisconsin sees 16%
drop in CDC study
Associated Press,
Journal Sentinel staff

Atlanta — Kentucky and
West Virgínia, where people
traditionally smoke the
most, have the highest
death rates from smoking, a
new federal study nas
found.

Rounding out the 10 states
with the highest average an-
nual smoking death rates
were Nevada, Mississippi,
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Ar-
kansas, Alabama, Indiana
and Missouri.

The lowest death rates
were in Utah and Hawaii,
according to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention study released
this week.

The smoking death i-ate in
Kentucky was about 371
deaths out of every 100,000
adults age 35 and older. That
was nearly one-and-a-half
times higher than the na-
tional median of 263 per
100,000. And it was nearly
three times the rate for
Utah, which was 138 per
100,000.

The smoking death rate in
Wisconsin was about 244
deaths per 100,000 between
2000 and 2004. That re-
presented a 16% drop from
the previous period, 1996 to
1999.

The smoking death rates
were calculated using death
certificate data from 2000 to
2004, focusing on lung can-

NOT HIRING SMOKERS
The practice of barring smokers from employment is becoming more
common, but it is unfair and may have unintended consequences
that do more harm than good, researchers said in an essay published
Wednesday in the Journal Tobacco Control.

Policies prohibiting the hiring of smokers have gained popularity in
the past year. a co-author of the report, Michael Siegel, said Wednes-
day. One U.S. company, for example, has stopped hiring smokers,
has made smoking outside the workplace grounds for firing and has
extended its smoking ban to employees' spouses.

Siegel. a professor at Boston University School of Public Health and a
tobacco-control advocate, and co-author Brian Houle of the Universi-
ty of Washington fear that a widespread adoption of such policies
might make smokers nearly unemployable, cause them to lose their
health insurance and affect their health and that of their families.

Moreover, they say, refusing to hire smokers is discriminatory and
might lead to the adoption of other selective employment practices,
such as not hiring people who are overweight or who have high
cholesterol leveis.

Source: Los Angeles Times

On the Web
CDC publication:
VAVW.cdc.gov/mmwr

cer and 18 other diseases
caused by cigarette smok-
ing.

The rates track closely
with the adult smoking
rates in each state. Ken-
tucky and West Virgínia had
the highest smoking rates in
2004 as well.

But obesity and other
problems that trigger heart
disease are also factors.
Smoking, added to those
problems, "is like gasoline
on the fíre," said Terry Pe-
chacek, a CDC sénior scien-
tist for tobacco-related is-
sues.

For every state, the annu-
al number of smoking
deaths was higher among
men than women. However,
rates declined among men
in 49 states since the late
1990s but declined among
women in only 32 states.

Wisconsin men had a
smoking death rate more
than double the rate for the
state's women.

The data were published
in this week's CDC Morbid-
ity and Mortality Weekly
Report.

Mark Johnson of the Journal
Sentinel staff contributed to this
report from Milwaukee.

• S m o k i n g : Air in Milwaukee
bars hazardous. report says. 3B
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SPECIAL ELECTION IN NASHVILLE, TENN.

Voters reject 'English First'
Proponente claimed
it would unite city
Associated Press

Nashville, Tenn. — Voters
on Thursday rejected a pro-
posal that would have made
Nashville the largest U.S. city
to require that ali govern-
ment business be done in
English.

The "English First" pro-
posal was defeated by a vote
of 41,752, or 57%, to 32,144, or
43%.

The special election
sparked intense debate in the
city of nearly 600,000 people.
Proponents said using one
language would unite the
city, but business leaders, ac-
ademics, religious leaders,
Nashville Mayor Karl Dean
and Gov. Phil Bredesen ar-
gued that the measure would
tarnish the city's welcoming
image, harm tourism and
business recruitment, and

endanger federal funding for
many city services.

The referendum's leader,
city Councilman Eric Craf-
ton, promoted it as a way to
unite Nashville and prevent
the extensive translation ser-
vices — and associated ex-
penses — provided by cities
such as New York or Los An-
geles. He has pushed for Eng-
lish-only services since 2006
and got the issue before vot-
ers with a petition drive.

Glenda Paul, 35, said hav-
ing one language is an impor -
tant part of keeping govern-
ment small as she exited a
voting precinct Thursday.

"If I moved to France to
start a business, I would be
expected to speak French,
and that doesn't mean that I
am not welcome there. It just
means I need to respect the
language," she said.

But Claire King, 31, said she
voted against the amendment
because "it sends a message

"Ifl moved to France to
start a business, I would
be expected to speak
Frendi, and that doesn't
mean that I am not
welcome there."

Glenda Paul,
who voted for "English First" proposal

of intolerance."
Thirty states, including

Tennessee, and at least a doz-
en cities have declared Eng-
lish as their official language,
said K.C. McAlpin, executive
director of Arlington, Va.-
based ProEnglish, whích do-
nated money to support the
referendum.

About 10% of Nashville's
nearly 600,000 people speak a
language other than English
in their homes, according to
census data. The city is 5%
Hispanic and home to the na-
tion's largest Kurdish com-
munity.

Oregon mayor pushed to resign
Papers, police union want him
gone for lie about sex with teen
Associated Press

Portland, Ore. — Four Portland newspa-
pers and the city police union are calling on
the mayor to resign after he admitted that he
lied by denying that he had a sexual relation-
ship with a teenager.

Mayor Sam Adams admitted this week that
he lied to cover up his relationship with a leg-
islative intern because a potential mayoral
candidate had spread ramors that Adams had
sex with a minor.

Adams, 45. said the teen was 17 vvhen they
met in 2005 and that the relationship did not
turn sexual until the boy turned 18. He said he
lied because he was afraid that voters
\vouldn't believe that his lover had turned 18
before they started having sex.

Adams became mayor on New Year's Day,
makíng Portland the largest U.S. city with an
openly gay mayor.

As newspapers called for him to step down,
Oregon Attorney General John Kroger agreed
to investigate whether a crime was commit-
ted.

The publisher and editorial board of Just
Out, a newspaper serves the gay and lesbian

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mayor Sam Adams has apologized for lying about
his sexual relationship with a teenager in Port-
land, Ore. Adams became mayor Jan. 1

community, said in a statement that "Adams
has failed to show the principled character
that this publication feels is a basic require-
ment for an elected official."

The other papers calling on Adams to step
down are The Oregonian, The Portland Tri-
bune and the Portland Business Journal.

Unless Adams bows to pressure and resigns
or there is evidence of a crime, he will remain
in office for the first half of 2009 because state
law bars any mayoral recall until after six
months.
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Impeachment trial a
sham, governor says

Springfield, 111. — On
the verge of being tpssed
out of office, Gov. Rod Bla-
gojevich on Thursday
branded his upcoming
impeachment trial "a
sham" that won't provide a
fair chance to defend him-
self.

"What the Senate and the
House and Legislature is
trying to do is to thwart the
will of the people and re-
move a governor elected
twice by the people without
a fair hearing," the gover-
nor said outside his Chica-
go home.

"You can't possibly de-
fend yourself when they
say you did something and
they don't let you call wít-
nesses to say you didn't do
it," he said later in a state-
ment.

Samuel E. Adam, an
attorney for Blagojevich,
said he could file a lawsuit
within days in an attempt
to stop the trial, set to be-
gin Monday.

Blagojevich, a Democrat,
is accused of abusing his
power by scheming to ben-
efit from appointing a
person to fill President
Barack Obama's Senate
seat, circumventing hiring
laws and defying General
Assembly decisions.

Virgínia Tech student
decapitated

Blacksburg, Va. — A
graduate student from
China was decapitated
with a kitchen knife in a
campus café at Virgínia
Tech by another graduate
student who knew her,
police said Thursday.

Xin Yang, 22, was killed
Wednesday night after
arriving at the campus
from Beijing on Jan. 8 to
begin studying accounting,
Virgínia Tech Police Chief
Wendell Flinchum said.

Her accused attacker,
25-year-old Haiyang Zhu of
Ningbo, China, knew Yang,
but no motive for the slay-
ing has been determined,
Flinchum said.

Zhu, who arrived on
campus in the fali and was
a PhD student in agricul-
tural and applied econom-
ics, was listed as one of
Yang's emergency contacts
and was charged with
first-degree murder in the
case, which was the first
killing on campus since a
2007 shooting spree that
left 32 people and the gun-
man dead.

Van accldent In Chlnatown:
An unoccupied delivery
van mistakenly left in
reverse jumped a curb in
New York City's busy Chi-
natown district and bar-
reled into a group of chil-
dren returning to their day
care center after a trip to
the library Thursday, kill-
ing two and injuring 14, one
seriously.

Turbulence on jetliner:
Severe turbulence during a
Honolulu-bound Northwest
Airlines flight injured
eight passengers and a
flight attendant. Northwest
Airlines said Flight 22,
carrying 285 passengers
from Tokyo, encountered
the turbulence Thursday
over Midway Island.

Empire State stunt: Jeb
Corliss, a former television
show host from Califórnia
who tried to parachute off
the Empire State Building
in April 2006, was sen-
tenced Thursday in New
York to three years' proba-
tion and 100 hours of com-
munity service.

Fire at New York hospital:
A fire at a major hospital
in New York City sent
smoke pouring through an
emergency room Wednes-
day, injuring at least six
firefighters and forcing 600
patients to be moved across
the sprawling complex. The
fire began in a second-floor
mechanical room at Mount
Sinai Medicai Center and
spread to a first-floor emer-
gency room, fire officials
said.

From Journal Sentinel wire reports

Judge
strikes
silence act
He calls it veiled rule
for religion in school
Associated Press

Chicago — A federal judge
has ruled that a state law re-
quiring a moment of silence
in public schools across Illi-
nois is unconstitutional, say-
ing it crosses the line separat-
ing church and state.

"The statute is a subtle ef-
fort to force students at im-
pressionable ages to contem-
plate religion," U.S. District
Judge Robert W. Gettleman
said in his ruling Wednesday.

The ruling carne in a law-
suit designed to bar schools
from enforcing the Illinois Si-
lent Reflection and Student
Prayer' Act. It was filed by
talk show host Rob Sherman,
an outspoken atheist, and his
daughter, Dawn, a high
school student.

Gettleman's ruling was not
a surprise. He already had
ruled in favor of Sherman in
two previous decisions.

As passed by the Illinois
General Assembly, the law al-
lows students to ref lect on the
day's activities rather than
pray, and defenders have said
it therefore doesn't force reli-
gion on anyone. But Gettle-
man backed crítics such as
the American Civil Liberties
Union, who say the law is a
thinly disguised effort to
bring religion into schools.

The "teacher is required to
instruct her pupils, especial-
ly in the lower grades, about
prayer and its meaning as
well as the limitations on
their 'refleGtion,'" Gettle-
man ruled.

It remained unclear if Get-
tleman^ decision would end
the dispute or prompt Illinois
Attorney General Lisa Madi-
gan to appeal.

Last year, a federal court
threw out a challenge to a
2003 Texas law that allows
children to "reflect, pray,
meditate or engage in any
other silent activities" each
school day.
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