
PAGE 2 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2008 DAILY JEFFERSON COUNTY UNION

opinion page !-'.£-

W.D. HOARD
Founder, 1870

7/y kicking the habit
An estimated 46 million adults in the

United States smoke, and one in five of
them die each year. Each day here in Wis-
consin, 120 adolescents light up for the first
time, with half of them becoming addicted.

There are a lot of reasons why people ac-
quire and continue this hazardous habit.
University of Wisconsin-based research
found that moderate and heavy smokers of
six to 20 and 21 or more cigarettes a day,
respectively, tend to have family and friends
who smoke and work in places that allow
smoking. Addiction and habit are the main
reasons for continuing to smoke, as well as
the feeling that smoking is relaxing and
helps them cope.

Lighter smokers who have five cigarettes
or less a day or who are occasional tobacco
users view smoking as a social activity.
They are more likely to cite using alcohol
as a contributing factor, although three-
fifths of them also cite addiction.

Most smokers want to quit — 60 percent of
the teens in the study said they want to kick
the habit — and most smokers have tried.
However, worries about cravings and nicotine
withdrawal, plus a fear of failure, prevent

them from trying again. Then there are the
lack of willpower, weight gain, peer pressure,
experimentation, looking "cool" ... ask any
smoker and you'll hear more excuses.

Yet, if they're really serious about it, then
trying again to quit is a must. And we know
just the day to do it.

Thursday, Nov. 20, marks the Great
American Smokeout, the American Cancer
Society's campaign to raise awareness
about the dangers of tobacco use and sec-
ondhand smoke. The idea is that, stopping
is easier with others' support. And it works.

Since the first Smokeout three decades
ago, the American Cancer Society has been
able to change society's view of smoking
from an accepted, cultural norm to a real
hazard that kills nearly a half-million
Americans each year. Along with that,
countless lives have been saved.

And now yours can be among them. This
Thursday, join the more than 15 million
people across the country expected to be
participating in the Great American
Smokeout. If you can quit for just one day,
then perhaps you'll be able to quit forever.
At the very least, it's worth a try.

Transparency answer to deception
As soon as the dust settled on Campaign

. '08 in Wisconsin, the winners started to talk
about doing something about the negative
campaigning conducted by the losing side

. — as if they didn't have some pretty ques-
tionable tactics of their own.

Here's the bottom line: Although many of
the political ads are attempts to deceive vot-
ers, the fundamental right of free speech is
going to protect the vast majority of them.
But the one thing that can be done is in-
sistence on full disclosure of the source of
financing for political advertising.

Political operatives are clever, but dis-
honest in the formulating of the worst of the
negative campaign ads. They hide behind
nuances in how a message is presented so
they can pretend there is some level of truth
to. the attack. . . . . , . , -*»*. ***•'<

As we were two years ago with a falsVac^
tack ad against Terry Moulton, the Herald
was drug into this with flyers attacking Jeff
Wood that serve as a good example of what's
being done. The mailing quoted a 2007 Her-
ald story in which Wood said, "If I had to
take one of the budgets out there, I'd take
the governor's."

Well, Wood was in our office when he said
it and it was perfectly clear what he meant.
He charged that the Republican budget was
full of gimmicks. His point was that at least
the governor's budget was a real balanced
budget. He later voted against the gover-
nor's budget and against the GOP budget
before supporting the Joint Finance Com-
mittee compromise.

The Republican mailing made it sound

HERMAN® by Jim Unger

like Wood supported the billions of new tax-
es and even taxpayer-funded benefits for
same-sex couples," then makes the claim
that "Wood now draws support from the
very same people who believe in state-run
health care, at a price tag of over $510 per
month, per paycheck."

Well, Wood doesn't support any of those
things, but the literature makes it sound
like he does.

There is an old word for an attempt to de-
ceive: A lie. Both sides of the political spec-
trum — but not all candidates, it is fair to
point out — put out this kind of dishonest
literature.

Well, OK, it's despicable, but any attempt
to ban it would fail, and should fail, on free
speeeh*grounds:'(-'-•~*i ;-';i-- i-l^-'i-i;-! '"*>•>'! .i

Many times such deceptive political ad-"
vertising comes from outside groups that
are not subject to the same disclosure laws
that apply to candidates and political par-
ties. Those outside groups hide behind a
phony claim of putting out "issue ads" not
meant to influence the outcome of an elec-
tion. Something can be done about that and
it's called full disclosure.

Negative, deceptive ads are always going
to be with us. It will be up to voters to see
through them and candidates themselves
to combat them by making clear their real
positions.

Transparency will help voters see
through the attacks. That reform should be
enacted by the elected legislators. — The
Chippewa Herald, Chippewa Falls.
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"Your head is rejecting your eardrums.
How long have you been a musician?"
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Cold realities awaiting Governor
Sarah Palin back home in Alaska

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) —
Gov. Sarah Palin, heralded by
some conservatives as the future
of the Republican Party, faces
some cold political realities in
present-day Alaska.

Within days of the McCain-
Paliri ticket's defeat earlier this
month, the unsuccessful GOP
vice presidential nominee capped
her tumultuous two months on
the campaign trail with a whirl-
wind series of national media in-
terviews and a headline-grab-
bing appearance at the Republi-
can Governors Association meet-
ing in Florida.

Now it's back to her day job at
the state capital in Juneau.

Palin's state budget proposal is
due in a month, with plummet-
ing oil prices slashing Alaska's
revenues by billions of dollars.

The 1,700-mile natural gas
pipeline she bragged about on
the campaign trail — "We began
a nearly $40 billion-dollar natu-
ral gas pipeline to help lead
America to energy independ-
ence," she said at the Republican
National Convention — is
nowhere near being built.

Some hard feelings Unger over
her administration's initial deci-
sion to ignore subpoenas in the in-
vestigation of whether she abused
her power in firing the public safe-
ty commissioner who wouldn't
quart .
Ids jbbLfls Estate trooper. :•?
,'f^ieJmaim focus is; going to be

on the gas line and on the long-
term financial issues," said De-
mocratic state Sen. Bill Wiele-
chowski. "You're going to see re-
ally a clampdown on government
services."

Uncertain is whether the bi-
partisanship that existed during
Palin's 20 months as governor
can survive the heated rhetoric
from the presidential campaign
and her own political ambitions,
with the 44-year-old clearly sig-
naling that she's open to a bid for
president in 2012.

The difficult task at hand "pro-

vides the governor with a great
opportunity to roll up her sleeves
and get back to her job," said
Kenneth Khachigian, a former
adviser to President Ronald Rea-
gan. "She's got four or five elec-
tion cycles ahead of her where
she can do things. She doesn't
have to comment on 2012 or
2016. Being a good governor is
the best thing she can do right
now."

Among the challenges she
faces:

• Budget: Alaska has no in-
come or sales tax, and a huge
chunk of its annual revenue — as
much as 90 percent — comes
from taxes and fees on oil com-
panies. When oil prices soar, as
they did this summer, so do the
state's coffers: Alaska in the past
two years has socked away bil-
lions in its already massive sav-
ings account.

But that account, the $28 bil-
lion Alaska Permanent Fund,
sends every Alaskan a dividend
each year — this year it was
$2,069. So tapping its income to
pay for government is considered
political suicide, and falling oil
prices can put big pressure on
state spending.

The governor's chief economist
is workingon a new revenue fore-
cast, and many lawmakers ex-
pect the state to drastically re-
duce spendingan s.uchrthings a&
roa^pftjecjs ;

• The pipeline: With over-
whelming support from Democ-
rats, Palin awarded a license to
TransCanada in August to pur-
sue building a pipeline that
would carry -natural gas from
Alaska's North Slope to an exist-
ing pipeline network in Alberta.

Although the state granted
TransCanada $500 million to
plan the pipeline, there's no guar-
antee it will be built. Tran-
sCanada says it won't get fi-
nancing for the massive project
until it has guarantees from oil
companies to ship the gas
through the pipeline; the oil com-

panies say they won't give such
guarantees unless Alaska sets a
fixed tax rate on production of
the gas, and Palin says she won't
approve the rates the oil compa-
nies want.

Solving that problem will re-
quire not only cooperation from
the Legislature, but probably
from the oil companies Palin has
battled. And her claim to being a
national leader on energy issues
depends on it.

• Troopergate and the cam-
paign: The episode — and the me-
dia spotlight that resulted from
Palin's vice presidential nomina-
tion — drew attention to prac-
tices that simply can't be ignored.

Palin's administration rou-
tinely used private e-mail ac-
counts for state business, cir-
cumventing public disclosure
laws. "We will undoubtedly ad-
dress that in some form of legis-
lation," said Democratic Sen. Hol-
lis French, who oversaw the
Troopergate investigation.

Lawmakers also said they
could hold hearings on, and pos-
sibly restrict, Palin's practice of
charging the state for her chil-
dren's travel and taking per diem
payments for nights spent in her
Wasilla home.

Democratic Rep. Les Gara has
— without luck — asked the
Alaska State Troopers and the

vi Paling appointed attorney ee%-
£ feJillH investigate wi}eth£r jt&£

McCain-Palin campaign urged
anyone to ignore their subpoer
nas. Under state law, to "induce
a witness to be absent" from an
official proceeding to which
they've been summoned is sec-
ond-degree witness tampering.

But even Gara, an outspoken
critic of Palin, said he doesn't
want such matters preoccupying
the government.

There are much more impor-
tant things in this state than re-
hashing Troopergate," Gara said.
"We all have to sit down and let
bygones be bygones, but it's go-
ing to take some conversations."

Letters Editor Letters must be signed and
include the writer's address
and telephone number. The
editor reserves the right to re-
ject a letter or excerpt from it.

EDUCATION PROGRESS
Editor, Daily Union: "Our

progress as a nation can be no
swifter than our progress in ed-
ucation." — John F. Kennedy.

As our world faces challenging
times, it can be difficult to see the
positives in our lives. However, if
we pause for a moment and re-
flect on our daily interactions,
each of us likely could say we
learned at least one thing, maybe
without even realizing it. What
we learn may not always be up-
lifting, as we often learn the most
from our struggles, but it does
make us who we are. That is
growth, and all of us are fortu-
nate to be able to learn, each in
our own way.

The greatness of our nation
lies in the abilities of each of its
citizens, including the abilities to
learn and teach. As the quote
from President Kennedy sug-
gests, that continued greatness is
rooted in our collective efforts to
educate ourselves and each oth-
er, especially our youth, who
shall carry on our civilization. In
that spirit, we celebrate Ameri-
can Education Week from Nov.
16-22.

In the School District of Fort
Atkinson, we, the board of edu-
cation, want to express our deep-
est appreciation to all of the
great, talented people who play
roles in the quality education of
our students. All the efforts of
teachers, aides, tutors, building
and grounds staff, nutrition staff,
office staff, coaches, advisors, bus
drivers, administrators, and
countless other dedicated and
caring individuals work together
on our common goal: to deliver
quality opportunities and servic-
es each student needs to achieve
his or her academic and person-
al potential.

We also extend our gratitude to
our seven new 4-year-old kinder-
garten community partners, the
numerous volunteers, PTOs, com-
munity service groups, local busi-
nesses, community leaders, and
the taxpayers of our district, who
all contribute in so many impor-
tant ways to cultivate our most
valuable assets: our children.

Finally, we recognize the fun-
damental contribution of our stu-
dents' parents, grandparents,
family, and loved ones. Your in-
volvement and encouragement of
your student is so valuable and
appreciated.

Please join us this week by
thanking someone that you know
has had an impact on the educa-
tion of your child, yourself, or a
child of our community. In addi-
tion, take a moment to consider
how you have a part in educat-
ing others, as well as yourself,
and the satisfaction which is
possible in doing so.

Together, we all can become
life-long learners; we all can
grow; we all can achieve person-
al progress, and we all can make
a better community, a better na-
tion, and a better world. — Very
sincerely, Kent Koebke, Carrie
Chisholm, Bob Chady, Rodger
Thomann and Scott Johnson,
School District of Fort Atkinson
Board of Education.

JOB WELL DONE!
Editor, Daily Union: As one of

the pollworkers who received a
graceful thank you note from our
Whitewater city clerk, Michele
Smith, for my help during the
2008 presidential election sea-
son, I would like to express my
appreciation and admiration for
the person really responsible for
the superbly efficient voting
process that we just had in

Whitewater.
It was the planning, execution,

volunteer recruitment, training
and troubleshooting done prima-
rily by our own "Election CEO,"
Michele Smith, that prompted
even outside poll watchers to
note the remarkable smoothness
of "our" election.

As a small community with a
large university student popula-
tion, in a state with same day
registration, this was no small
feat!

All Whitewater voters who did
not have to spend hours in line
to cast their votes owe a debt of
gratitude to Michele for making
what could have been an onerous
civic duty actually run and excit-
ing. There were even students
having an ad hoc picnic outside
the Armory polling site.

It was a wonderful introduc-
tion to a central tenet of our rep-
resentative democracy to all new
voters.

Congratulations on a job well
done, Michele! — T. Gray-Fow,
Whitewater.

ORGANIZED VOTING
Editor, Daily Union: As poll-

workers at the Nov. 4 election, we
experienced many positives. It
was wonderful to see the large
group of citizens exercising their
right to vote. In that group, we
were especially pleased to see
many young people voting. We
hope this will become a habit in
their lives.

Also, we need to thank Linda
and Matt and their staff for their
careful planning and organiza-
tion. Because of this, lines were
relatively short and everything
operated quite smoothly, even
with the large group of voters. —
Sincerely, Karen and John Syens,
Fort Atkinson.
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