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Marshfield Clinic interventionai cardiologist Dr. Shereil Rezkalla performs a coronary arteriogram on a patient at Saint
Joseph's Hospital, assisted by surgical technician Amy Reyes.

In heart care competition,
marketíng plays big role

BY JACOB MUXER

MARSHFIELD NEWS-HERALD

The treatment of heart disease, the
leading cause of death in the United
States and central Wisconsin, has
continued to grow into a top field,
and battleground, for tvvo regional
health care facilities in constant
competition for patients.

The Marshfield Clinic and
Ministry Health Care's joint heart
care program, and Aspirus Wausau
Hospital's Heart and Vascular
Institute, each rank high in inde-
pendent and national studies, and

both offer a complete range of heart
care, leaving marketing a key tool
in attracting patients.

Among the credible indepen-
dent firms that rate health care,
HealthGrades, which studies 5,000
U.S. hospitais annually, gave nearly
identical ranlangs to Saint Joseph's
and Aspirus in heart care catêgo-
ries. Both received five stars —.the
top ranking — in heart attack and
interventionai cardiology care.

And each was listed in Thompson
Reuters "100 Top Hospitais" for car-
diovascular benchmarks last year.

"The heart programs are both

outstanding, so that, I guess, would
be further evidence that competi-
tion works to some degree. What
we're communicating about our
program is that we, too, have a basi-
cally outstanding program that is
longer standing than Aspirus," said
Dennis Kepchar, vice president of
marketing for Ministry. "If s built
on evidence."

Aspirus formalized its heart
institute in 1999, and the Clinic
and Saint Joseph's, though theyVe
worked together for years, officially

See MARKETING, Page 4A

Project provides pajamas for kids
taken into protective custody

FINANCIAL
SURVIVAL
2009

Today's tip
Wondering how much

to value your clothes
before you donate Ltiem
to charíty? The Salvation
Army provides guidelines
at www.satruck.com/
ValueGuide.aspx.

Editor's note: This tip
is part of a daily series
that will continue through
January in the prínt and
online editions of the
Marshfield News-Herald.
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BY LIZ WELTER

MARSHRELD NEWS-HERALD

Gina Matheisen's proj-
ect, Sweet Dreams, was
more successful than she
ever thought possible.

Prior to Thanksgiving,
Matheisen began collect-
ing pajamas and stuffed
toys in pillowcases for chil-
dren taken into protective
custody by law enforce-
ment officials through
the Wisconsin Alliance
for Drug Endangered
Children's Wood County
program.

WADEC rescues chil-
dren during a drug bust
from living in the illicit
drug producing or traf-
ficking place. The children
need to be bathed and
their clothes destroyed due
to the toxicity of chemicals
in drug production.

"I was hoping for enough
for maybe 100 kids, but the
response to this was over-
whelming," said Matheisen,
a Marshfield mother and
college student.

Matheisen received
enough donations to create
thousands of pillowcase
care packages — enough
to cover DEC programs
statewide.

"At the mall (Shoppes
at Wood Ridge), people
were bringing bags and
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Gina Matheisen has been "overwhelmed" by the response
her Sweet Dreams project has received.

bags of things when I
was there the day after
Thanksgiving," Matheisen
said. "A lot of departments
collected contributions
for this instead of doing
Christmas gift exchanges.
Families went shopping
together for this.

"So many people were
thanking me," she said.
"But it's the people who
contributed to this that I
can't thank enough."

The Marshfield Police
Depar tment , where
Matheisen's husband,
Dave, is an officer, was a
drop-off place for dona-
tions.

"Every night, it seemed
like the car was full," he
said.

While the community
was helping supply Sweet
Dreams, the Matheisens'
children, Haley, 12, and
Hunter, 9, were the orga-
nizing eives — opening
the pillowcases and sort-
ing pajamas by sizes.

Although the family's
living room and every
spare space was filled with
stuffed pillowcases and
piles of donated pajamas,
Hunter and Hailey said it
was their best Christmas.

"It was so much fun
to do this, I knew I was
helping kids and it made
Christmas really special,"
Hailey said. "I think we
should do this a couple
times a year because it's a
lot of fun."

Air quality
improves
since ban
Pollution
down in bars,
restaurants,
report finds

B Y JACOB MJDULER

S-HERALD

Marshfield bars and res-
taurants have seen a 95
percent decline in air pollu-
tion since the implementa-
tion of a smoke-free ordi-
nance, according to a Wood
County Health Department
report.

"I don't think the findings
were a surprise to us," said
DaNita Carlson, Tobacco
Prevention Specialist for
the Wood County Health
Department. "We know sec-
ondhand smoke kills, and
we know how hazardous
it is to people's health. As
we were looking at this and
had seen how the bars had
ranked initially, it wasn't a
surprise."

Air quality was mea-
sured in four Marshfield
bars April 11, prior to the
ordinance, and again on
Nov. 28, more than seven
months after ali establish-
ments in Marshfield city
limits were required to be
smoke free.

Hazardous fine particu-
late, or air pollution caused
from cigarette smoke,
decreased dramatically,
the report said. Prior to the
ordinance, air quality was
"hazardous to health," the
highest levei of air qual-
ity danger, according to the

Environmental Protection
Agency. The follow-up tests
showed a "good" rating,
which indicates no health
concerns for employees or
patrons.

Tom Gilbertson, owner
of Mr. G's Saloon, 136 S.
Central Ave., said no mat-
ter what the report says,
it's not going to help draw
people into the bar. He
said former customers go
to bars on the outskirts of
city limits where they can
smoke.

"It's good for me I guess
because I don't smoke,"
Gilbertson said, "but not for
our business."

Tobacco Free Coalition
of Wood Gounty volunteers
performed the test, mea-
suring air quality in bars
without providing advance
notification to owners or
management, Carlson
said.

Currently, 37 Wisconsin
communities are smoke
free, but only 10 do not
allow smoking in restau-
rants or bars, according to
Smoke Free Wisconsin.

"We will pass the infor-
mation on to other com-
munities who are looking
at smoke-free air policy,
and on to área legislators,"
Carlson said.

Dr. Doug Reding, an
oncologistVhematologist and
vice president of Marshfield
Clinic, said the short-term
benefits are most likely
that fewer people will be at
the hospital for heart and
chest pain problems, and in
the long-term, deaths relat-
ed to secondhand smoke
could be reduced.

Study: State insurance
would attract migrants

BY AMY OLSON

FOR THE MARSHRELO NBVS-HERALD

The Healthy Wisconsin
proposal to extend health
insurance to almost every-
one would attract 142,000
more people to the state
over six years and cost bil-
lions of dollars, according to
a new study.

The Hartland-based
Wisconsin Policy Research
Institute released a report
Thursday concluding that
people migrating to the
state to take advantage of
Healthy Wisconsin could
cost the state $550 million
a year.

State Senate Majoríty
Leader Russ Decker, D-
Weston, has said he intends
to reintroduce Healthy
Wisconsin this legislative
session. The proposal would
group virtually ali work-
ers into one pool to expand
coverage and make it more
affordable. The report notes
the proposal calls for a
12-month waiting period
before new residents would
beinsured.

The reporfs authors lik-
ened the possible migration
under Healthy Wisconsin
to the welfare migration
of 1980 before former Gov.
Tommy Thompson pushed
for reform.

"We figured any state
that enacted a universal
health care plan would
see a migratory pull," said
George Lightbourn, who is
president of the Wisconsin
Policy Research Institute,
which bills itself as a free-
market think-tank.

The report noted about
8 percent of Wisconsinites
have no health insurance.
There are less expensive
ways to expand coverage
to everyone, said Richard
Cebula, an economist and
professor at Armstrong
Atlantic State University in
Savannah, Ga., who helped
write the report.

"It's kind of like buying a
house, finding it has cock-
roaches and using a flame-
thrower to get rid of them,"
Cebula said. "It's going to
burn down Wisconsin's
financial house."
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