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Time for
smoking ban

In his budget address Tuesday, Gov. Jim
Doyle said it's time for Wisconsin to
enact a statewide smoking ban in public

buildings. 
The fact is, the time is overdue.
Wisconsin now stands in the minority as a

state that still allows smoking in public build-
ings, and is the only Midwestern state that does

so. For the sake of public
health, it's time to get on
board.

It's a fact that exposure to
secondhand smoke increases
a person's risk of heart dis-
ease and lung cancer by as

much as 30 percent. Smoking-related illnesses
cost Wisconsin over $3 billion each year in
health care and lost productivity, according to
the University of Wisconsin Comprehensive
Cancer Research Center. A U.S. surgeon general
report issued in 2006 says there is no safe level
of secondhand smoke, calling it the third leading
cause of preventable death in the United States. 

No one should have to be exposed to a known
carcinogen simply because they want to go out to
eat or have a drink, and no one should be forced
to work in such conditions.

Wisconsin polls show public support for a ban.
It's time.

Wisconsin
should end
tenure as
ashtray of
the Midwest

The mystery critter
that was described
by Warren Ander-

son in a Feb. 20 letter to
the editor seen near the
sunken sloop off Big Bay
Park was probably a
spoonhead sculpin (Cot-
tus ricei).  

Spoonhead sculpins are a
small bottom fish native to
Lake Superior. They are com-
mon in the Apostle Islands
area. They grow to about 6
inches in length. They have
olive to brown backs and
white bellies. When dis-
turbed they quickly move off
the bottom and the rising

cloud of mud this generates
makes them appear to "jump"
off the bottom. They will gen-
erally swim a few feet away
before slowly settling to the
bottom.  

Our research has shown
they usually eat worms, crus-
taceans, insects and fish
eggs, but they would also
likely feed on dead fish. 

Dr. Mark Vinson

On behalf of

USGS Lake Superior

Biological Station 

Ashland

“Frankly, I'm disappoint-
ed ... this won't create
permanent jobs." So
said the ever-sun-

tanned, always negative Congress-
man John Boehner, the Republican
Party leader in the House of Repre-
sentatives, the same guy who made
sure that none of the Republicans
in the House — not one — would
vote for the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act that Dave
Obey and his colleagues worked so
hard on. But it passed anyway
because the American people, in
their wisdom, gave solid control of
the House to the Democrats. 

Mitch McConnell, the Republican
leader in the U.S. Senate, huffed and
he puffed but he could not blow down
Barack Obama's White House.

Those two independent and coura-
geous Republican women from Maine,
Senators Olympia Snowe and Susan
Collins, partnered with Arlen Specter,
the Republican moderate from Penn-
sylvania, joined the Democrats and
saw to it that the bill passed in the
Senate. (I should point out something
that a Maine friend of mine always
insists, that being a Republican in
Maine doesn't mean the same as it
does in, say Texas!)

Michael Steele, the new Republican
National Committee chairman, said
that government-created jobs are not
really jobs at all, that they are "just
work."

"If you got a government contract
that's a fixed period of time then it
goes away,” she said. “The work may
go away. There's no guarantee that
there's going to be more work when
you're done with that job." Ah, could
you try explaining that again please,
Mr. Steele — slowly?

They are also screaming about put-

ting the nation in debt — leaving the
bills for future generations to pay —
something that didn't seem to bother
any of them while George W. Bush
was spending what will surely end up
being a trillion dollars or more on his
Iraqi War and occupation.

And then there's the GOP's revi-
sionist history lesson. Senator John
McCain said that President Franklin
D. Roosevelt "exacerbated the Great
Depression."

But that wrong-headed comment
was nothing compared to Congress-
man Steve Austria, R-Ohio, who said,
"When Roosevelt did this (the New
Deal), he put the country into a Great
Depression. He tried to borrow and
spend, he tried to use the Keynesian
approach, and our country ended up
in a Great Depression. That's just his-
tory."

That's not the history I learned! And
who is he to talk about "borrow and
spend?" Isn't that what the Republi-
cans under Reagan and both Bushes
perfected?

And then, in a truly awesome dis-
play of mendacity, Rep. Mike Pence,
R-Ind., on "Meet the Press," tried to
pair John F. Kennedy alongside
Ronald Reagan as a "supply-
sider." JFK's tax-cut (which was
pushed through by LBJ after the
assasination) was a Keynesian
"demand-side" tax-cut plan, the oppo-

site to what Reagan pushed. Pence
said, "John F. Kennedy, Ronald Rea-
gan, and after the towers fell in 2001 ...
proved that the way you ... jump-start
the economy, the way you jolt a free-
market economy ..." is presumably
more tax cuts for the rich. Smart guy,
Pence...

When Santayana said that those
who don't study history are con-
demned to repeat it, I think he meant
legitimate history — the kind written
by professional historians — not silly
fables invented by right-wing politi-
cians watching their party slide into
oblivion.

And then, the congressional Repub-
licans claimed that the Democrats
were not acting in a bipartisan manner
— despite the various visits that the
president made to the Hill specifically
to speak with them, and even adding
more tax cuts to the bill than the
Democrats would have liked, and
passing Senator Coburn's, R-Okla.,
evil amendment denying federal stim-
ulus funding to the arts — to any cul-
tural endeavors at all! — to our nation-
al parks and other important pro-
grams.

Pat Robertson's American Center
for Law and Justice complained about
a standard provision in the bill that
barred the use of federal funds in con-
structing buildings for religious wor-
ship — not a surprise considering the
Constitutional provision against a
state religion. The ACLJ said the bill
discriminated against Christians, and
Senator DeMint, R-S.C., offered an
amendment to strip that provision
from the bill! The amendment failed,
but 43 senators voted for it. This
should obviously never have been
considered in the first place.

Finally, does anyone doubt that the
big cheeses of the GOP had a hand in

forcing Senator Judd Gregg, R-N.H., to
withdraw his nomination to be Presi-
dent Obama's Secretary of Com-
merce? I mean, it's not like the presi-
dent was keeping the stimulus plan a
secret from Senator Gregg.

They tried everything but the
kitchen sink — and the Republicans
still  lost. They really lost last Novem-
ber, when the American people spoke
clearly that it was time for a change.
The American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act did pass. It passed the
House and a different version passed
the Senate — and a special committee
(including our guy, Dave Obey) syn-
thesized the two versions into one —
and it passed as well!

It's not everything that I, for one,
would have wished, or everything that
Dave Obey fought for, but it's what we
can get now — fast! It seems that Wis-
consin will get around $3.5 billion for
our schools — and, as a school board
member, that sounds pretty good to
me.

It sort of looks like the Republican
Party is in a self-destructive mode,
doesn't it? According to  national
polls, the American people are solidly
behind President Obama and the
Democrats. Wouldn't true bipartisan
cooperation make more sense for the
GOP at this point in history? But who
am I to advise the Republicans?

John Smart, from Park Falls, is the
former chair of the Price County
Democratic Party and a member of
Governor Doyle's Commission on the
United Nations. He served in the
Peace Corps in Uzbekistan in 1995-
1998, and is on the interim board of
the newly consolidated Chequamegon
School District.

Dear Northern neigh-
bors: Just in case
you did not know

what is going on in Wash-
ington these days, here
are a few tidbits of recent
happenings. In an effort to
get America back on its
feet and people back to
work, our Senior Con-
gressman David Obey has
introduced into the Stim-
ulus Bill a request that
we, the tax-paying citi-
zens of this country, grant
a gift of $2 billion to the
National Park Service,
whose total yearly budget
is $2.3 billion in the first
place. What a wonderful
way to stimulate the econ-
omy! Mind you, Obey said
that this proposal has
nothing to do with the fact
that Congressman Obey’s
son Craig is a lobbyist for
the NPS Conservation
Association. (Does anyone
remember the $999,000
for photographing the
Northern Wisconsin land-
scape?).

Let’s see just how that
could work. The NPS, an arm
of the Federal Government,
could maybe buy more private
land and then hire people to
guard it and charge the tax-
payers to use what we proba-
bly already use for free. Of
course this is needed because
it is well known that we the
citizens are incapable of wise-
ly using public land without
supervision, which we the
people own and we absolutely
need said supervision at great
additional yearly expense to
ourselves. Two billion would
only get their foot in the door
of course, and then there
would be the yearly deficit
where income does not meet
expenses and we the people
would get to pay even more;
that  is how government
works, isn’t it?

Our Congressman in perpe-
tuity has certainly done us
proud. A younger politician
could think a proposal like
this might not actually be
helpful in stimulating the
economy and indeed it might
even be counter productive,
but that young politician has
not had 20 or so years to build
a portfolio of family, political
favors and financial support-
ers who might “get his ear” if
you know what I mean. Any-
way, what’s the worry, that
money would only take my
grandchildren their entire life-
times to pay off, if they work
at a government job of course,
because I can not imagine the
private sector providing any-
one enough income to meet
these obligations that the gov-
ernment is getting us into the
way this government is acting
now.

Knowing what I know now,
I wish I had become a con-
gressman; it must be exhila-
rating to have so much power.

Richard Coleman
La Pointe

Editor’s note: The stimulus
bill passed by Congress cut
the proposed funds toward
park maintenance backlogs
to $700,000.

Acore group of citizens
living in the vicinity
of the proposed

Shadow Wood Landing
airstrip development are
taking the lead in trying to
convince the Bayfield
County Board that the pro-
posal is not in the county’s
best interest. The develop-
er has touted the project as
one that will create eco-
nomic development in the
area. 

If all the elements that
were part of the plan present-
ed to the Town of Russell
Board are included there
would be a good number of
construction jobs created fol-
lowed by a permanent collec-
tion of seasonal jobs. Elected
officials tend to look at the
increased property tax base
and the new employment and
vote in favor of these propos-
als. If only it were that clear
cut.

What price are we paying
to gain these new tax dollars?
Evidence in other premier
resort areas indicates a mixed
bag. In some cases the evi-
dence indicates that indige-
nous people end up being
forced to move from their
communities. This happens
because the property values
escalate, the taxes increase
and at some point people can
not afford to live in their own
home or make a living from
their farm property. Their
only recourse is to sell to the
highest bidder and move to

another area. We are already
seeing evidence of this phe-
nomenon in the Bayfield area.
We also pay a major price in
terms of our "carbon foot-
print." 

When the Goodman Lum-
ber Company owned the 380
acres proposed for develop-
ment they would hire a local
logger every few years and do
a selective cut. The forest was
always well managed and cre-
ated the environment needed
to protect the headwaters of
Pikes Creek, classified by the
DNR as a class A Trout
Stream. With the clearing of
the land for the potential
development of the airstrip,
the development of over 100
housing units, and the other
proposed amenities, the foot-
print will be tremendous.

Another costly but unac-
knowledged price of the proj-
ect is the impact that it will
have on people that already
live adjacent to the proposed
airstrip. Friends of mine own
40 acres at the north end of
the proposed airstrip. Their
home is less than 800 feet
from the end of the runway.
All flights leaving to or land-
ing from the north will only be
several hundred feet high
when they fly over their
home. When they bought their
property and secured the per-
mits to build their secluded
home it was with the reason-
able expectation that the zon-
ing on adjoining rural proper-
ty would remain consistent or

if changed it would be done
with consideration for com-
patible use with their proper-
ty.  

In September of 2008, when
the Town of Bayfield resi-
dents first became aware of
the proposed development,
we circulated a petition in the
township and collected over
110 signatures in about three
days. The petition requested
that the Bayfield Town Board
ask the Bayfield County
Board to table action on the
requested zoning change
sought by the developer for
one month, to November.  The
request was made so as to
provide time for the Town of
Bayfield to assess the impact
the development would have
on the infrastructure and
ecology of the area.  

The request to delay action
for one month was ignored by
the county board and a vote
was taken at the October
meeting to approve the zoning
change. In spite of the vote,
the Town of Bayfield Planning
Commission has continued to
request information from the
developer that will help them
plan for the future. To date,
there has been no response
from the developer. It seems
ironic that local citizens
should need to be at odds
with their elected officials
while an outside developer
gains their support.

Thomas D. Frizzell
Bayfield
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Republicans not serious about bipartisan cooperation

Park money
showed
favoritism
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Bayfield County Board turned a deaf ear

Mystery critter identified

What do you think?
We encourage letters to

the editor. Letters must
include a handwritten signa-
ture, street address and
phone number, for verifica-
tion purposes. We reserve
the right to edit all letters.
Letters containing libelous,
defamatory or questionable
statements will be refused,
as will most thank you let-
ters and poetry. Please note
it takes at least three work-
ing days to process letters
for publication. The Daily
Press  retains the non-
exclusive right to archive
and re-publish any material
submitted for publication.
Letters may be sent to:
Claire Duquette, The Daily
Press, 122 W. Third St.,
Ashland, WI 54806, or e-
mail to pressnews@
mx3.com.
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