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Bars' air quality tests poor
Secondhand smoke
blamed in report
By MARKJOHNSON
markjohnson@journalsentinel.com

Health ofTicials released a
report Thursday showing the
air quality in many Milwau-
kee bars and restaurants is
hazardous from secondhand
smoke — so bad it would re-
ceive the same designation as
air downwind from a forest
fire.

In presenting the report
based on air samples taken at
32 establishments between
Nov. 7 and Dec. 6, officials
from the Smoke Free Milwau-
kee Project called on state
lawmakers to pass a compre-
hensive smoke-free law.

"The debate is over and the
science is clear. Secondhand
smoke causes premature
death and disease," said She-
ri Johnson, Wisconsin's for-
mer health officer and now
an assistant professor of pe-
diatrics at the Medicai Col-

legeof Wisconsin.
"Now we've brought the re-

sults home to Milwaukee,
and we know that residents
and employees are still ex-
posed to this serious health
hazard. The threat to public
health caused by secondhand
smoke is simply intolerable."

Authors of the study ap-
plied the same standards for
air quality that the state De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es uses to rate outdoor air.
They found that 69 % of the es-
tablishments had "hazard-
ous" air quality, 6% had air
that was "very unhealthy,"
13% had air that was "un-
healthy" and 3% had air that
was "unhealthy for sensítive
individuais."

Just 9% of the establish-
ments had good air, and ali of
those were places that did not
allow smoking.

Pete Madland, executive
director of the Tavern
League of Wisconsin, said he
believes establishments in
Wisconsin are subject to

standards set by the federal
Occupational Safety and
Health Administration, not
the state Department of Natu-
ral Resources. He said the
Tavern League supports a
statewide ban on smoking ex-
cept in bars and the bar áreas
of restaurants. In the present
economy, he said, a ban that
included bars and restau-
rants would force businesses
to close and lay off employ-
ees.

"We feel it's a choice is-
sue," Madland said. "It is a
freedom issue. Cigarettes are
a legal product."

Thursday"s news confer-
ence in Milwaukee included
testimony from a singer and a
guitarist, both saying they
had experienced health prob-
lems after performing in es-
tablishments that allowed
smoking.

"I had to stop. Dec. 20 was
my last show," said singer
Cheri Modrow, 41. of Gi-een-
field. "My asthma had be-
come so severe that I had to

make a choice between my
health and my profession."

Some of the air quality
measurements taken in Mil-
waukee establishments were
more than double the hazard-
ous levei. Johnson said.

Moreover, the air quality
was often determined to be
hazardous even when no one
was seen smoking at the time
the sample was taken, she
said, "which shows that
harmful chemicals from to-
bacco stay in the air long af-
ter cigarettes are extin-
guished.

"You may not see it. You
may not even smell it, but sec-
ondhand smoking presents a
clear and present danger to
your health," Johnson said.

The message was no more
encouraging for people who
choose the nonsmoking sec-
tion of a restaurant that al-
lows smoking. The air in the
designated nonsmoking
áreas was still poor, no better
than in the smoking section,
researchers said.
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Florence Busch visits with her granddaughter Kathy Tannis at her l l l th birthday party in 2007. Busch
died Wednesday at 112, as the oldest resident of Wisconsin.

States oldest resident dies
112-year-old woman
from Waukesha was
18th in world ranl<

By LAUREL WALKER
lwalker@iournalsentinel.com

Waukesha — WisconshVs
oldest resident, Florence
Busch, died at age 112 years
and 161 days Wednesday night
at LindenGrove, the health
care center where she's lived
for the past seven years.

Robert Young, who keeps
tabs on the world's "super-
centenarians" — those 110
and older — for the Califor-
nia-based nonprofit Geron-
tology Research Group, said
its records indicate she died
54 days short of the state re-
cord for oldest surviving per-
son. The list had her ranked
as the 18th oldest person in
the world and ninth oldest in
the United States.

Christine Brunner of West
Bend, Busch's great-grand-

daughter, said her death was
unexpected, even consider-
ing her age. Her daughter and
two grandchildren were visit-
ing with her when she died in
her wheelchair.

"We expected it eventually,
but not quite that fast," said
Brunner, a West Bend funeral
director. She said she does
not know the exact cause of
death, "but old age sounds
pretty good to me." Busch
outlived her husband, her
son and his wife and two
grandchildren, Brunner said.

In an interview for an Au-
gust 2007 Journal Sentinel
column, Busch, then 111, had
vague memories of the first
flight and the earliest televi-
sion. She apologized for not
being sociable because she
was tired.

Young said Busch had held
the oldest Wisconsinite title
for three years. The second
oldest person in the state,
Charlessa Wiggins of West Al-
lis, died last year at age 110, he

said. The world's oldest per-
son on record died Jan. 2 in
Portugal at age 115.

"Januaryis not good for the
oldest people," Young said.
"They tend to die in the win-
ter months."

The Gerontology Research
Group has estimated that the
number of people reaching
age 110 is in the 400 to 500
range worldwide.

Young said the group is un-
aware of any person living in
Wisconsin now who is 110
years or older, and since the
group does not track those
who are younger, "the title (of
oldest living Wisconsinite) is
vacant," he said.

Anyone who knows of a
person 110 or older in the state
can contact Young at
ryoungl22@yahoo.com

Brunner said the funeral
for Busch will be at 1 p.m.
Monday at Wisconsin Memo-
rial Park in Brookfield. Visi-
tation will be from 11 a.m. un-
til the service.

Leopolds
'shack'
named
landmark
Conservationist
rebuilt chicken coop
By LEE BERGQUIST
lbergquist@journalsentinel.com

Aldo Leopold's "shack," a
refurbished chicken coop
that provided inspiration for
his conservation classic, "A
Sand County Almanac," has
been designated a natiònal
historie landmark.

The símple strueture near
Baraboo stands at a bend in
the Wisconsin River.

He bought worn-out crop-
land in 1935, and over time he
and his family planted 40,000
trees and tinkered with land
restoration techniques that
transformed it into a wooded
idyll steeped in environmen-
tal history.

The shack and eight other
sites received the designa-
tion Thursday by former In-
terior Secretary Dirk
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Aldo Leopold's cabin near Baraboo is a natiònal historie landmark.

Kempthorne in one of his fi-
nal official acts.

"As secretary of the interi-
or, I am especially pleased to
honor the place at which con-
servationist Aldo Leopold
was inspired to write 'A Sand
County Almanac,' " Kempth-
orne said in a prepared state-
ment.

"The shack," said Buddy
Huffaker, executive director
of the Aldo Leopold Founda-
tion, "demonstrates the real-
izatíon of LeopoWs land eth-
ic philosophy and his concept
of land health."

Leopold, a native of Iowa,
was a professor at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison
and active in state environ-
mental affairs. He and his
wife and five children spent
weekends and summers on
the land, rebuilding the

chicken coop into a simple
wood-heated cabin with bunk
beds and a latrine out back.

The experience was inte-
gral in helping Leopold artic-
ulate his call for a land ethic
where human beings' sense
of community extends to wa-
ter, soil, plants and animais.

He died of a heart attack in
1948 while fighting a grass
fire on a neighbor's property.
"A Sand County Almanac"
was published the following
year.

The shack and the Aldo Le-
opold Legacy Center are open
to the public.

On the Web
For more Information on Aldo
Leopold.'s cabin and the Aldo
Leopold Legacy Center, go to
mvw.aldoleopold.org/
Visit/center.shtml.

Stimulus
cash may
hit roads
Doyle makes pitch
for transportation
By TOM HELD
theld@journalsentinel.com

Wisconsin's share of the
economic stimulus' pack-
age winding its way
through Congress would
speed up the work on the
1-94 reconstruetion south
of Milwaukee and move
other highway projects
from design table to bull-
dozer more quickly, Gov.
Jim Doyle predicted
Thursday.

The governor pitched
the benefits of the $825 bil-
lion in federal spending to
the members of the House
Transportation and Infra-
strueture Committee in
the morning, then shared
his assessment on the
package in Milwaukee in
the afternoon.

The work to expand and
rebuild 35 miles of 1-94
from southern Milwaukee
County to the Illinois state
line will start in earnest
this spring and is sched-
uled to be completed in
2016. Rebuilding the indi-
vidual interchanges and
expanding the freeway to
eight lanes may be done
faster, with some of the
$500 million in roads and
bridges money Wisconsin
expects to taíly from the
stimulus, Doyle said.

His mind-set matches
the thoughts of those push-
ing the stimulus package
in getting the money flow-
ing to projects quickly.

"What we're really hop-
ing, if this package gets
passed, we'll have many
more projects going out to
bid this time, than we
would if the recovery act is
not passed," Doyle said.

Focus on rall
In his testimony in

Washington, the governor
focused more on rail trans-
portation than the state
highway needs.

Money earmarked for
passenger rail improve-
ments would be devoted to
improving service for the
Milwaukee-to-Chicago
Amtrak Hiawatha line and
laying the foundation for
high-speed service be-
tween Milwaukee and
Madison. Doyle is eyeing
$137 million for that work.

"This current recovery
act is not going to bring us
the great modern, new rail
system, but we can take
some major steps for-
ward," Doyle said.

Wisconsin Republican
Party Executive Director
Mark Jefferson found lit-
tle logic in Doyle's push for
more spending, particu-
larly on passenger rail.

"Doyle wants to use
'stimulus money' for pet
projects in his transporta-
tion budget that will only
add future spending to his
already $5 billion hole,"
Jefferson said in a state-
ment. "If it's a bailout,
then call it a bailout. How-
ever, if it's an economic
stimulus package, then
use it to create jobs with-
out adding spending to fu-
ture budgets."

State worít try to block release of
man convicted of molesting boys
ByMlKE JOHNSON
mikejohnsonigjjournalsentinel.com

Waukesha — The state
has abandoned its attempt
to have a 71-year-old Wauke-
sha man convicted of mo-
lesting young boys labeled a
sexually violent person and
will no longer block his free-
dom.

Eugene W. Vahlenkamp
was supposed to be released
from prison in April 2008 af-
ter serving nearly two de-
cades in prison, but the
state blocked his release
that month by filing a peti-
tion seeking to have him la-
beled a sexual predator.

Wisconsin's sexual pred-
ator law allows for the worst
sex offenders to be held for
treatment in a secure men-
tal health institution after

prison if it is determined
during a civil trial that they
are more likely to re-offend
than not.

A trial to determine
whether Vahlenkamp was a
sexually violent person had
been scheduled to begin
Monday.

The state attorney gener-
al/s office, however, decided
to drop the case against
Vahlenkamp after a state
psychologist who initially
concluded that Vahlen-
kamp suffered from mental
disorders and was "more
likely than not" to engage in
acts of sexual violence re-
versed his opinion.

Christopher Snyder
changed his opinion after
reviewing another clinicai
psychologisfs report.
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Open Mon. Tue, Thu. Frí 10-7:30. Sat 10-5. Sun 12-5, Closed Wed. ALL SALES FINAL

GET EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE
70-80% OFF!
STORE CLOSING

FUR LIQUIDATION
BUY A FUR COAT, JACKET, ACCESSORY OR CLOTHIKG

AT 70% OFF &
WE WILL PAY THE TAX

Must Present Ad

ALL UGHT1NG, FIXTURES, DISPLAYS, MIRRORS & TABLES MUST BE SOLD!

FURS • LEATHERS • SHEARLINGS • REVERSIBLES
CLOTHING • ACCESSORIES

M-W&TH10-5 TU&FRI10-6 SAT104 SUN 11-3
ALL SALES FINAL

li i , P * i THE SHOPS AT GIGI
oizman s j urworks 1552 w. MEQUON RD.

MEQUON • 262-240-9999

In stock Items only. No speclal orders. Allerations ala carte.
Sale prlces do not apply on any prevlous purchases.

Holzman Furs on Mltchell St. will not be closing. <usmua

Hurting because of constant
bending and lifting?
Put everything in your kitchen at your fin-
gerlips wilhout having to bend, lift and
tvvist to get something out. lt's as easy as
glide and go!

*/ would reçommend Shell Conversions Io
anyone. It is the best money I have spent
on my house. The convenience and case
of use is great. No more getting on my
knees to ímd somethinq in lhe back of the
cabinet.

If I ever move, these will 6e the tirst
upgrade I do to my new house.''

Don't wait...call Now (262) 432-1726
Custom Designed & Custom Insta Wed,
the solution for your existing cabinets!

St
Shelf ÉfTConversions

' "Ufe's too short for clutered cabinets"

GLIDE-OUTS • TRAY BINS • BLIND CORNERS
FOR KITCHENS, BATHROOMS & PANTRIES
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